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The 4th Gereral Assembly of the WCC
ich and Poor Nations

the French workers to the stu
dents during the Paris riots of 
late Spring. The students, striving 
for greater participation in the 
making of society on behalf of 
the socially and economically 
underprivileged classes, urged 
the workers to join them in their 
cause. But their efforts were of 
no avail. Their slogan: down 
with the consumer’s society mis-
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sed its mark complety. For it is 
precisely by this consumer’s socie
ty accepting them on their own 
terms that the neglected working 
classes ha ve found equality de- 
nied them in other fields.

The cost of upholding this con- 
sumer’s society must therefore be 
seen in relation to what this so
ciety actually gives the consumer, 
regardless of his social position. 
The ways of influencing its 
current trends and obvious d isad - 
vantages would thus appear limi- 
ted in the industrialised world.

The WCC Assembly in Uppsala 
by its particular choice of guest- 
speakers on the question of Rich 
and Poor Nations, has demonstra- 
ted that there is actually con- 
structive possibility, though per- 
haps the only one. The church 
has shown signs of rebellion 
against the policies adopted by 
the rich nationsw ithin the frame- 
work of economic progress. The 
course chosen by the Assembly 
has given the poor nations an 
opportunity to influence the atti- 
tude of the church in these mat
ters: The poor nations are play- 
ing an independent active role 
during this meeting. It is not the 
rich nations who speak for the 
poor. The poor nations are spea- 
king for themselves.Th e open- 
ness of the church in this respect 
is far more revolutionary than it 
at first appears to be. It implies 
in fact that the patriarchal atti- 
tude of the rich nations towards 

the ability of poor nations to the ob
vious consequences of the invest- 
ment policies foresee is rejected 
by the church. It no longer ex- 
pects the underdeveloped nations 
to accept the dialectic skill of the 
industrialised world in serene 
resignation.

An excellent illustration of this 
constructive new approach was 
the session of the Saturday 
Assembly. Here criticism from
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society rests, but 
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within the boundaries of the 
Christian society. Never before 
has this global conciousness made 
itself so cleary felt as during an 
Assembly, which postulates a 
common. ground for discussion 
between rich and poor Christians. 
As long as the poor nations in 
dialogue with the rich mutually 
carry the responsibility of the 
industrial development then the 
widespread feeling of frustration 
brought on by the overwhelming 
forces which mankind has unleas- 
hed might be tumed into con
structive activity.

This spirit of cooperation was 
cleary displayed in the speeches 
of President Kenneth Kaunda and 
the British economist Dr. Barbara 
Ward, who advocated for a ”world 
tax’* to be laid upon the rich 
consumers to aid the develon 
ment of the underprivileged na
tions. The most positive element 
in their attitudes is the will to 
change, not to abolish the con- 
sumer’s society.

Democracy as a political system 
has mainly evolved within socie- 
ties based on Christians princip- 
les. However there are many 
ideologies which like Christianity 
appear to defend the oppressed 
and the destitute but which do 
not adhere to democratic ideals.

In an other speech which Pre
sident Kaunda held on Saturday, 
he touched on the consequences 
of the attitudes of the rich nations 
to the freedom fighters of the 
poor. — Freedom fighters, he 
said, are not welcome in the capitais 
of the western world. The effect 
of this is that 3/4 of them retum 
to their native countries cronvinds 
communists, as the communist 
world willingly receives them. In 
this way the same people who 
pretend to fight communism are 
the ones who open the door for 
it.

Both for the church and the 
rich nations this is an important 
fact to bear in mind. Neither 
mission nor the aid programmes 
of the rich nations offer at pre
sent any Solutions to the political, 
economical and social problems, 
which the poor nations are facing. 
The church can play its most 
vital role by bridging the gap 
between the rich and poor na
tions, which is a prerequisite for 
a future unity out of what today 
appears to be two separate 
worlds.

Catholic membership 
be possiblenay

Father Roberto Tucci, Jesuit 
ud editor-in-chief of the news- 
|i,per ”La Civiltå Cattolica” in 
ISA made a far-reaöhing state- 
lent at the Saturday Assembly. 
here is no longer anything in 
ie Catholic dogma, which stops 
ie Roman Catholic Church from 
iininig the World Council of 
fourches, he explained. There 
re in other words no insuperable 

facles in the way of member- 
ip. The difficulties which still 
ist, are on the psychological 

practical plane.
|Until full membership is form- 

the important thing is to con- 
tlue all joint action possible. The 

tholics can successfully partici- 
p<te in regional and national ecu- 
ntnical councils and also in some 
divisions within the WCC, for 
example Faith and Order and 
övuroh and Society.

It would be most unfortunate 
if the Catholic Church didn’ t be- 
come a memiber of the WSS, as 
in that oase strong tension would 

— The Catiholics look forward

THE WEAT
Temperatures Sunday 7/7 1 p.m.
Oslo 17, Helsinki 15, Copenhagen 
15, London 20, Paris 22, Berlin 
18, Vienna 30, Moscow 28, Nice 
26, Rome 28 and Malaga 26 (all 
in Celsius). The weather in Upp
sala today:

Fresh winds from the north- 
east decreasing in intensity. 
Cloudy with rain at times. Cool.

Halvmil jonbrand 
i Trollhättan

En trevånings affärs- och bostads
fastighet i det centrala Trollhättan 
eldhärjades på söndagsförmiddagen. 
De två övre våningarna av trä brän
des helt av. I bottenvåningen av sten 
vatten- och rökskadades där inrym
da butiker.

En kvinna, som var ensam hemma 
i husets andra våning, fick tas ut av 
brandmännen med hjälp av stege. 
Hon fördes chockad till Trollhättans 
lasarett. Även en brandman, som 
rökskadades, fördes till lasarett. 
Värdet av det brunna uppskattas till 
drygt 500 000 kr.

TROLLHÄTTAN (TT)

probaibly arise between the two 
eoumenica! bloaks.
with expectation to the possibili- 
ties at the meeting in Uppsala of, 
finding new paths for the service 
of the church in the world of 
today. We expeot a searöh for 
truly human Solutions to the 
enormous problems between the 
generations and the racial con- 
föict.

Roberto Tuoci also hoped for 
favourable results from the theo- 
logical work to find a means of | 
expressing faith in this age which | 
could become a means of 
evangettisinig an increasingly se- 
cular world.

Moral
sneak-in

Moral Re-Armament showed up 
in Uppsala on Saturday. They 

succeeded in sneaking in a film 
about Kenya after president 
Kaundas speech in the Folkets 
Hus without advertising in ad- 
vance.

The African Students* Asso
ciation who had invited presi
dent Kaunda sys that they hadn’t 
seen the film before showing it. 
The MRA simply rang them up 
and asked permission to show it 
and got it.

Mr Boethius at the WCC press- 
centre says he will immediately 
inform the Councils’ information 
department about the action of 
MRA.

Father Roberta Tucci

OUTLINE
of a PERSOISALITY

Woman with a message
She spoke with a dynamic in

tensity before the General As
sembly on rich and poor nations 
so that everybody in the immen- 
se hall practically stopped breat- 
ning in order that they might 
hear her account of the possible 
course future development might 
take—spiced with a sense of 
humour and a compelling sin- 
cerity which is her very own.

No one doubted the dedication 
behind her words as she skill- 
fully analyzed the most impor
tant global questions of our time 
displaying a vast fund of know- 
ledge and dispersing all weary 
resignation so noticéable in de- 
bates on the abyss between Rich 
and Poor nations.

This brilliant speaker is the 
British economist Barbara Ward, 
Lady Jackson in private—one of 
the most well-known and res- 
pected writers on questions of 
economy in our time. She is at 
present professor in international 
development at Columbia Uni- 
versity in New York. She 
writes for the British publication 
The Economist and has published 
a number of books on the pro
blems of the underdeveloped 
world, e. g. India and Pakistan , 
and Rich and Poor Nations.

She has by appointment of 
UNESCO comprised an anthology 
on the changing social roles for 

men and women in Asia, ”Wo- 
men in New Asia”.
— The women who right now have 
the best opportunites for eman
cipation and development are the 
women of the undeveloped 
countries, she writes. Among the

lemma of the Western female — 
the conflict between the role of 
mother and worker.

Barbara Ward is a Roman 
Catholic and realises the neces- 
sity of family planning if the 
development in the Third World 
is to go in the right direction. 
But sfye also considers that there 
is too much talk of the technical 
aspects of birth control and not 
enough about the core of the 
question — the realtionship bet
ween man and woman.

Asked about the ineffiecency 
of aid programmes she retorts, 
temperamentfully: No one says 
a word about all the missile 
programmes which fail or sug
gests that they should stop. We 
must be patient, no not patient — 
I get sick and tired of my own




