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A change of
heart

SOUTHERN AFRICA,
WHAT K I N D  O F
CHANGE? by Peter
Hannon (Grosvenor
Books) :

T H A T  c h a n g e  i s
Impera t i ve  m o s t  S o u t h
A f r i cans  w i l l  a g r e e .  T h e
prob lem i s  w h a t  k i n d  o f
change a n d  h o w  c a n  i t  be
b rough t  a b o u t ?

To  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  o p t i -
m is t i c  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  O p p o s i t i o n ,
any  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e
th rough  t h e  p o l l s  s e e m s
too r e m o t e  f o r  s e r i o u s
considerat ion a n d  a n y
unconst i tu t iona l  a t t e m p t s
to s e i z e  p o w e r  " t o o
ghas t l y  t o  con temp la te " .

I n  t h i s  d e e p l y  s i n c e r e
and r e a d a b l e  w o r k ,  t h e
author,  a  s y m p a t h e t i c
observer f r o m  e m b a t t l e d
N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,  p o i n t s
to a  t h i r d  w a y  ( t o  a l l
commi t t ed  b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e
on ly  w a y )  w h i c h  b e g i n s
w i t h  f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a n g e
(repentance) i n  each  i n d i -
v idua l  h e a r t .

He h a s  a s s e m b l e d  a
series o f  s tudies o f  l ives o f
South A f r i c a n s  a n d  R h o -
desians, o f  a l l  l a n g u a g e
and r a c i a l  g r o u p s ,  w h o
have d o n e  j u s t  t h a t  a n d
examines t h e  i n f l uence  o f
the i r  c o m m i t m e n t  o n
those w i t h i n  t h e i r  s p h e r e
o f  inf luence a n d  o n  soc ie ty
a t  la rge .

Before d i s m i s s i n g  t h e
author 's  t h e s i s  a s  p i o u s
w ish fu l  t h i n k i n g  w i t h

l i t t l e  re levance  t o  t h e  c u t
and t h r u s t  o f  p r a c t i c a l
pol i t ics, t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l
do w e l l  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e
i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  h a n d f u l  o f
people i n  b r i n g i n g  a  f r e s h
l i g h t  o f  l o v e  a n d  u n d e r -
s tand ing  t o  bea r •  on a r e a s
o f  i n f l a m e d  h a t e  a n d  t e n -
sion.

He w i l l  a l s o  d o  w e l l  t o
visual ise t h e  e f fec t  o n  t h e
fu tu re  o f  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a
o f  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  people ,
maybe a  f e w  t housand  —
s t a r t i n g  w i t h  h i m s e l f  —
w i t h  the  courage  a n d  se l f -
sacr i f ice t o  m a k e  a  s i m i l a r
commi tment .

A m o n g  t h e  " c a s e  h i s -
tor ies"  o f  c h a n g e d  l i v e s
are t hose  o f  D a v i d  S m i t h ,
son o f  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  I a n
Smi th ,  a n d  h i s  n e w l y -
found  s o u l  -  m a t e  A r t h u r
Kanodereka,  t r e a s u r e r -
general  o f  t h e  A N C
(Muzorewa w i n g ) ;  P i e t
Naude, - a n o r t h  -  e a s t e r n
Transvaa l  f a r m e r ;  R o i l y
K ingw i l l ,  a  K a r o o  f a r m e r ;
Peter  G o r d o n ,  a  C o l o u r e d
land  o w n e r ;  t h e  R e v
George D a n e e l ,  a  f o r m e r
r u g b y  Sp r i ngbok ;  P r o f  W.
D. J o n k e r ,  a  t h e o l o g i a n ;
and P a t  S o h n ,  C o l o u r e d
Representat ive C o u n c i l
wh ip .

The  a u t h o r ' s  e m p h a s i s
is o n  M o r a l  R e  -  a r m a -
m e n t  b u t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l
ingred ients  o f  t h e s e
renewed l i v e s  a r e  r e p e n -
tance a n d  s u b m i s s i o n  t o
Div ine a u t h o r i t y .  —
A L B E R T  D U  T O I T

L I B L A R I A M

8 JUN1977

E.P. LV I S P. '


