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Dear friends,

The weather has been swiftly veering between summer and autumn,
sun and rain, long views to the mountains (with snow rather low and
copious for the time of year) and swirling mists. And the mood of the
conference too has veered between laughter and fun, and tears and great
depth of change and challenge. The young woman 1 mentioned at the end
of the last letter, who left determined to make her marriage work
instead of divorcing her husband, rang to say that she had found the
courage to follow her convictions and say the things she had thought
out in a time of quiet. Now we should pray that her sharing would be
received in the right spirit. So we pray.

We think too of the Laure family, and of the remarkable spirit-led
two hours we spent remembering her, in the hall where she had so often
spoken and given her challenge. We were a world family around Juliette
and Charles Danguy. Time stood still as many messages from around the
world were read. Young and old came up and shared simply, as the
voices of children playing in the garden floated up into the hall,
reminding us of her great love for children everywhere and for her own
family. A Turkish Muslim who had never met her, but who had just seen
the film 'For the love of tomorrow', spontaneously came up to recite a
prayer from the Koran, explaining that he was praying that Irene's soul
would go straight to paradise.

Stuart and Polly-Ann Smith came specially to represent her
American friends — Irene had been 17 times to the USA, and had met five
Presidents. After reading a message from the Colwell brothers, with
whom Irene had worked closely in the difficult and dangerous days after
the Congo's independence, they concluded, 'friend, teacher and
stateswoman, such a heart is never stilled'.

An Italian lawyer who had come for the jurists round table, and
had known nothing about Moral Re—Armament when he had walked through
the front door of Mountain House three days earlier, asked if he could
say a word - and as he committed himself to work in the same spirit, we
saw that Irene's power to move and change lives continues unabated. We
were reminded of her vision for the countries to the East of the Iron
Curtain, and of the unfinished business in the reconciliation of Europe
by the presence of people from these countries. And Marcel Grandy
quoted a senior Turkish civil servant who, after seeing the film 'For
the love of tomorrow', had commented that what had been done in the 50s
between France and Germany should now be done between Turkey and
Greece.
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