
In he ijrjt be y Garth Lean." 

Lloyd George once remarked 
that the biographers . from 
whom a public man has most 
to fear are of two kinds—the 
excessively derogatory and the 
excessively laudatory. He added 
that what he would most enjoy 
reading, were it possible, would 
be his obituaries, as the writers 
of such tend to "preserve a 
slight bias in favour of their 
subject". • 
_Frank Buchman, the initiator 

of the Oxford Group and 
Moral Re-Armament who was 
born 100 years .ago yesterday, 
suffered both brands of •excess 
in his lifetime. 'While. Mr A. P. 
Herbert, for instance, called 
him a charlatan in the -House 
of Commons, the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung described - 
him, on his eightieth birthday, 
as 'having become "more and 
more the conscience of the 
world". • 
.A t4 his death, too, the usual 

rule • did not seem ki operate—
at least in Britain. While 
Robert Schuman.' spoke of the 
world's . "irreparable loss ", 
much of the British press con-
tented itself with labelling him 
pro-Nazi. • .. 
Frank Buchman was born in 

the tight-knit Swiss-German 
community of Pennsburg, Penn-
sYlvania, and was always 
intended for the Lutheran 
ministry. His first charge was a 
lown-trodden district of Phila. 
lelphia, where he also founded.  
" hospice for - poet. boys. A bitter 
Iisagreement with the business-
rustees of the hospice led to 
us resignation in 1908. . 
In the following year, during 
sermon in a small Keswick 

:hapei, he encountered in sharp 
-eality the love of Christ upon 
he Cross and the gap which his 
)itterness against these trustees 
laced between.  them, He wrote 
o 'apologize to them and began 
o help other men, not from a 
>osition of rectitude but from,  
he experience of his own • sin 
net by grace. 
Seven years as YMCA sere-

ary in Pennsylvania State 
:ollege and three •working with 
he evangelical movement in. 
ndia and China left him with 
lefinite convictions. He felt 
hat much mass evangelism was  

"like hunting rabbits with a 
brass band" and that quiet 
person to person work was 
more important. 
He resumed his work among 

American students and Henry 
van Dusen, the future head of 
New ,York's Union Seminary, in 
the Atlantic Monthly, com-
mented! "Of the fifty ablest 
young ministers on the Atlantic 
seaboard today somewhere near 
a half were directed into their 
vocation through his influence 
at the time." 
By now Buchman had 'Worked 

out—or collected squirrel„-like—
the principles upon which he 
worked all .his life. In Phila-
delphia he had first:, tested for 
himself the validity of the 'old 
.truth that where God guides He 
provides. At Penn State he had 
begun the practice of two-way 
prayer—what St Teresa'. of 
Avila spoke of as a " conversa-
timi . with God "—something 
which he believed anyone could 
in some measure experience, 

At about that time, too, he 
accepted the "four absolutes" 
of honesty, purity, unselfish-
ness and love as a serviceable 
summary of the moral 'implica-
tions of the Sermon on the 
Mount. - 

He • had also absorbed some-
things of the triumphant—
some today would say ." trium-
phalist "—faith that the Holy 
Spirit cduld change anyone and 
even; • in John R, Mott's heady. 
phrase, that "the world could 
-be won for Christ in a genera- 
tion J118t before coming to 
Oxford in • 1921 having. 
resigned his lectureship, at Hart-
ford Theological Seminary-s4te 
had received the compelling 
thought that he should aim at 
nothing less than ."the • remak- 
ing of bthe world ". . • 

By 1932, when - 1, • met his 
friends in Oxford,' about „ one 
hundred undergraduates .and 
dons were working in. the ON-
ford Group there and in the 
thirties Buchman initiated' siz-
able .•Christian .movements in 
Most. western European coun-
tries, as well as • in Canada, 
South Afriea, Australia ' and 
elsewhere. 
The unregenerate Mr Mug-

geeidge, in The .Thirties, dcc- 

cribed it ;IS the only successful 
revival of the period and 
Bishop Berggray, so soon to be 
a hero of the Norwegian resis-
tance, . spoke Or it as "the 
greatest movement since the 
Reformation ". • 

Even then, in fact, it Was far 
more ecumenical than that des-
cription - would assume, and. 
after the launching of Moral 
Re-Armament in 1938—and par-
ticularly after the war—the 
work became world-wide, .,One 
of. Buchman's. most constant 
characteristics wa a keen 'dis-
satisfaction With his work at any 
and every momentS:- s • e 
The launching - of 'Moral 

'Re-Armament was partly an 
'effort to meet the needs of the 
hour as war loomed up and 
partly an .expression of his 
unease that many who had, 
found persional freedoms 
through the Oxford . Group were 
settling down to . enjoy its 
fruits and :fellowships instead, 
of grappling with e chai 
lenges of the day. For Buch-
man felt that the Christian 
• must fight to enthrone Christ 
at the power centres of nations. 
When confronted with this 

. British and 
American leaders replied : 
"Why dan't I you "work where 
change is really needed? Go 
and 'change Hitler." 'Friends 
like the Swiss theologian, Emil 
Brunner, warned 'Buchman of 
the • risk to his -reputation, 
something . he never cared 
much about., 
Being convinced that even 

Hitler was. not beyond the 
range of God's love and power 
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to change, he penetrated where 
he could, n-ever met Hitler, 
totally failed to redirect the 
.Nazi purpose and is, to this 
day, frequently called pro-
Nazi. 
This charge', Winch is all that 

many people know of him, was 
based: en a single phrase in a 
New York evening paper inter-
view where Buchman is quoted 
as " thanking heaven for a man 
like Adolf Hitler who built a 
front line defence against the 
anti-Christ of Communism ".•• 
The interview went on to 

deal with the need for Iiitler 
to change and • the beneficial 
effects which he felt, I think 
naively, could flow froM such. 
chance. That was in 1938. 
-To have spoken favourably of 

Hitler, also, seems astounding 
to us now, but a year earlier 
Churchill , was 'speculating 
whether he might be "the man 
Who restored honour and peace 
of mind to the great Germanic 
people ". A charge of pro-
Nazism against Churchill in the 
context of his whole life would, 
of course, be ridiculous and. I 
believe, that anyone, who 
studies e Buchman's life must 
feel the same about him. 
When his atteinpt.  in. Gee-

Many failed,. Buchman concen-
trated on strengthening the 
morale and spirit of the Allies, 
as Presidents '..Roosevelt and 
Truman both- testified. Many 
risked 'him to denounce Hitler, 
as later they ...asked him to 
denounce Stalin or—to descend 
ridicuously in scale—Tom 
Driberg, his most constant Eng- 
lish detractor. . 

He always refused to 
denounce anyone. And, ef 
course, the Nazis knew exactly 
where he Stood. In its 144 page 
6ocret report, Die Oxford-
gruppe betoegiing, Himin ler'S 
Gestapo said that the group had 
" uncompromisingly taken Up a 
frontal position against National 
Socialism" (The Times,'llecem-
bet. 29; 1945). 
Like Moscow radio in Stalin's 

• time, the. Nazis regarded' Bucto 
'man as dangerous to, rather 
than simplistic about, their OTC 
of evil, and MRA leaders in 
occupied Europe died in con-
centration camps for their 
stand. • 

Buchman was nothing if not 
persistent. After the war, he 
returned to Europe and Gee- 
many. "His naine ", weites 
Munzinger-ArchiY (the official 
German' archives), " will .:fais 
ever be linked With German- 
French understanding, ti)e 

IC Ii the firat encounter 
between Germans and French 
at Caux [the MRA centre] 
helped lay the groundwork ". 
Both governments decorated 
him for this work. 

During•the war, a Stroke had 
left Buchman with a 'paralysed 
arm, and, although he travelled 
prodigiously, much of his work 
was done thereafter from inter-
nation-al assembly centres like 
Caux in Switzerland and Macki-
nac Island in Michigan. 

His intereSts.extended wet Id
and he was credited by 

Politicians and scholars in 
volved with making contribu-
tions to such varied events as 
the coming • of independence 
Without bloodshed to Tunisia 
and Morocco and the impreve-
ment of feeling between Japan 
and her .former enemies. 
Such claims were so metitnes 

exaggerated—a contributory fac-
tor being- elevated to. ":the 
cause "—but the quality which 
bound most people to Buchman 
'was not so much any "achieve-
ment " as a sense that this man 
was living more constantly in 
God's presence—searching pain-
fullY for His direction without 
cutting himself off from the 
world of affairs—than anyone 
else' they . knew. Indeed, when 
elides point out his defects they 
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seem rather to underline his 
own statement: " I have done 
nothing. I have been wonder-
fully led." 
Buchman's death in 1961 

made little outward difference 
to his work which sustained its 
momentum, with Peter Howard 
widely accepted as primus inter 

'pares. When Howard died, only 
four years later, the effect ‘yas 
more evident. The Oxford. 

:Group had always produced off-
shoots—Alcoholics Anonymnus 
is ene example—and its maia 
work had always been done by 
individuals applying their Chris-
danity in their awn jobs. 

But now strong personalities 
in several important countries 
resisted' the task of evolving 
a collective leadership and led 
pardons .off into efforts which, 
whatever their merits, turned 
aside from I3u ch•m an's • lss 
-spiri will em phasic. Va rieir; 
11 e Ws papOrS issuccl prematuru 
obituaries. 
Slowly, meanwhile—and not 

without pain—an informal inter-
natio•nal leadership has evolved 
which has not only been able 
to reestablish firm bases in rho 
countries affected, but to con-
solidate else-where and . carry 
forward initiatives in such crisis 
points as the South Tyrol, Indio, 
southern Africa, the Sudan and 
Northern Ireland. 

Valuable lessons have been,  
learnt, including a greater 
appreciation of other people 
and movements working for 
good every-where. The absence 
of a dominant personality has 
also forced people to find their 
security in a deeper dependence 
on God instead of on any person 
--something Buchman fought 
for, but did not always achieve, 
in his life time. 

MRA's purpose is • still the 
same,: radically to change the 

'motivation of men, starting with 
themselves, by a. Submission of 
their. lives to Cod.. It recog-
nizes that economic, social and 
international problems will not 
be solved by such changes alone 
but maintains that such chances 
are a vital—and often' missing 
—element. 
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