














Holy Spirit would revolutionise these
values. To aim at the culture of the Holy
Spirit is not merely to ensure the creation of
a true culture. [t may well mean the survival
of peoples.

The theme indicated for me has been “the
development of character’ through edu-
cation.

A Minister for Education, especially a
Federal Minister for Education, is some-
what remote from the classroom. There are
nevertheless decisions which a Minister can
make which are identical to decisions thata
class teacher can make, but their application
will be different.

These decisions are:

1 The needs of every child must be met.

2 The full dignity of the child is met by
recognising the child is meant to be a
temple of the Holy Spirit.

3 Every child has a need for confidence,
competence and independence.

4 Every child needs a knowledge of the
realities, and the feeling that the child is
recognised and accepted as an individual.

5 Every child needs an education which
gives such knowledge and competence in
an environment in which spiritual, moral
and physical hazards are minimised.

The application of these decisions for a

Minister are infinite. For instance, take the
point that the needs of every child must be
met.

Some of these needs are financial.

I remember applying this deep conviction
financially in a number of instances:

e Isolated children received grants.

o All Aboriginal secondary and post secon-
dary scholars came under a system of
grants.

e Vth and VIth form children of widows
and young people from other low income
families received grants.

e Students and pupils who were Vietnam-
ese and Cambodian, when cut off from
home, received post-graduate scholar-
ships, clothing allowances, tertiary schol-
arships, isolated children’s grants, the
payment of board and pocket money at
boarding schools.

e Children who fled Darwin received book
and clothing allowances.

There are some children, born blind and
deaf, whose education is founded on the fact
that, initially, like Helen Keller, all they can
tell is the difference between a loving touch
and a touch which is other. This involves,
virtually, a one-teacher-to-one-pupil ratio.
It is a tremendous affirmation of the value of
the individual and in this sense has a spiritual
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