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SERVES THE NATION!

Every part of national life and business needs
the absolute accuracy of Avery weight !

Avery's technical precision plays a vital role in India‘s growing economy—accuracy in
weighing, from industrial raw material to household goods prevents wastage, saves money |
Hundreds of workers are employed to learn a highly skilled, useful profession in Avery's
Branches all over the country. Standardization of weight creates worldwide trust in

Indian exports !

Avery serves the nation, accurately and steadily, for every kind of weighing need |

AVERY—ASSURANCE OF ACCURACY

AVERY INDIA LIMITED
Avery House, 28/2 Waterloo Street, Calcutta-1.

EDITORIALS |

Congress owes an explanation

WuaT is extraordinary about the current situation in
the country is the fact that a party which commanded
an overwhelming majority at the Centre and In most
states barely two years ago is now falling to bits in
most states.

In 1967 when the Congress Party lost in almost half
the states of India, great instability prevailed and
Ministries were frequently toppling., In the 1972 state
elections we were asked to vote for Congress and vote
for stability., Even after the Congress got power in
almost all the states, instability still prevails. The
Congress owes an explanation to the voters.

The Congress Party has undercut and eliminated its
credibility and any moral authority it might have poss-
essed. The open exhibition of the struggle for power
and for the occupancy of the “gaddi” and the equally
blatant disregard of the issues facing the nation is

enough to turn anyone into a cynic.

The only saving grace is that the dissident disease
has not yet afflicted the Congress Party at the Centre.
In fact one and all in the party continue publicly and
otherwise to say they owe complete allegiance to Mrs
Gandhi. Her leadership has not had any serious chal-
lenge. However, it is her own policy of keeping the
state leaders small that is now backfiring on her.
Things have come to such a pass that even her faithful
representatives, like Mr Swaran Singh, have not had
much success in dealing with the dissidents.

The only way out of thig sorry state is for Mrs
Gandhi, with all the authority at her command, to re-
inject a basic discipline into the party ranks. This will
need to be followed by a conscious policy of building
up men of integrity in the states and standing by them.
When the whole structure is shaky nothing but drastic
measures will prevent an imminent collapse,

Chances of detente on subcontinent

Tue situation in the subcontinent has remained static
for too long. Any opening of the doors of dialogue is
therefore welcome. And yet it is hard to be optimistic
about the Indo-Pak consultationg to take place in Islama-
bad from July 24.

The Indian representative, Mr P. N. Haksar, will
have to also ensure the interests of Bangladesh, which,
though so closely involved, is unable to participate in
the discussions. Pakistan will be represented by its
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Defence, Mr
Aziz Ahmed.

There are some hopeful signs. The postponement of
Mr Bhutto's trip to the US by President Nixon, on the
plea of illness, could be regarded as one. So far Presi-
dent Nixon's illness has not caused the cancellation
of the visit of the Shah of Iran also scheduled for the
fateful date of July 24. This visit has already been 4
source of upset to President Bhutto. While accepting
an invitation to a reciprocal dinner hosted by the Shah,
President Nixon refused, despite frantic cables, to accept
a similar invitation from Mr Bhutto.

Mr Bhutto is wise enough to see in the President’s

Peering into the future

Ours is an age of sophistication. No wonder therefore
that some of the toiling dissidents who are the most
adjustable segment of our society should adopt new
methods and techniques in their daily struggle.

The other day a woman legislator from Gujarat, Mrs
Ayesha Begum, is reported to have peered into a meet-
ing of political dissidents with a pair of binoculars
before she was invited to join the conferring parties.
But her subsequent conduct showed that she was not
only a far-sighted woman but a gallant one as well,

A few days later she walked into a meeting of the
Congress legislative party with a tape-recorder and tried
to record the proceedings. Whether she got her inspi-
ration from the Watergate affair is a matter to be in-
vestigated. Her action according to Mr Swaran Singh

reluctance an indication that he will not get very far
in his quest for arms. -

Another factor that may influence Mr Bhutto is the
rebuff given by the International Court of Justice. The
Court refused to grant Pakistan's request for an inte-
rim injunction against transfer by India of the 195 pri-
soners of war for war crimes trials in Bangladesh. Its
refusal was on the grounds that it must first of all
satisfy itself that it has jurisdiction to entertain the dis-
pute.

A further cause for hope is the statement of the Pak-
istani Foreign Secretary, Mr Agha Shahi, to foreign
correspondents in Hongkong, He has said that Pakistan
was prepared to live with the trial of 200 POWs as part
of a package deal which brought home the other 90,000
prisoners held in India.

The cards are in Mr Bhutto's hands. He has also
recently been empowered by the Pakistan Parliament
to recognise Bangladesh, Recognition of Bangladesh
would put Pakistan in a better position over the war
crimes trials issue. It is safe to assume that any proof
of good faith given by Mr Bhutto will be more than
amply reciprocated by India and Bangladesh.

was totally uncalled for because none of our politicians
will ever go back on his word (perhaps the External
Affairs Minister makes an obvious distinction between
lapses of memory and going back on one’s word)!

There is hardly a legislator or a minister who has
never slipped over at least one political banana skin in
his career. But his success lies in that he is able to get
up immediately, dust his clothes and march on,

Mrs Begum’s first attempt was not a complete suc-
cess, but one should budget for these initial failures.
Who knows, she might turn out to be the guru of dis-
sidents in the future when tape-recorders and binocu-
lars replace chairs and paperweights as the tools of poli-
tical action.
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Briefly Speaking.....

People who are late are often so much
jollier than the people who have to
wait for them,

EpWARD VERRALL LUCAS, 1868-1938

Who is to blame?

WHO (World Health Organisation)
has had to reveal the sad fact that
in the last 25 years health problems
in many countries have worsened
despite its existence. Veneral dis-
eases and malaria continue to be a
problem.

But it is not so much the fault of
WHO as that of the member coun-
tries. Political interference is one of
the major hindrances. WHO could
not keep track of the world cholera
situation because member countries
did not notify its appearance.

India cannot be acquitted of the
charge at least as far as malaria is
concerned. Birbal knows of one
dedicated malaria expert of WHO
who was forced to leave when his
job wag not fully done. The malaria
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SMALL SCALE
LINDUSTRIES

“Let me remind you again, if your factory

is visible even from half a Kkilometre off,

you will not get the concessions under the
small scale industries scheme.”
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fighting equipment, such as clinics,
was placed at the disposal of Family
Planning. The result: although
malaria is not quite the scourge it
was it still claims quite a few
victims.

Irresponsible talk
Some young Turks make irresponsi-
ble statements in the fond belief that
they are radical. Mr Shashi Bhushan,
who has called for “limited dictator-
ship” is a case in point. He has said
that ‘unless dictatorial powers were
given to a few “‘in the present Cabi-
net” the “parallel Government”,
which controls the Rs 100,000 mil-
lion of black money, will usher in a
“right, reactionary dictatorship”.
Birbal sometimes thinks that we
Indians derive a twisted pleasure
from our national problems. We rush
after .new ‘“cures” with the avidity
of hypochondriacs. The only thing
wrong with us is that our muscles
have become flabby. It is hard to
imagine what extra powers a “limited
dictatorship” can confer on our
Cabinet ministers. The power already
vested in them is being grossly mis-
used or not used at all. Offering
them more power would be fatal.
The queues (be they for buses,
foodgrains, vanaspati or whatever)
are getting longer, files are moving
slower, prices are rising and so 1is
frustration. These are things well
within the power of the Government
to correct. How about some construc-
tive action on these from you, Mr
Bhushan?

A record on record

Mnr T. A. Par, Minister for Heavy
Industries, has been saying some un-
usual things :
® ‘“There is a feeling of jealousy
in the country. We don't want any
Indian to succeed and if someone is
succeeding then there’s an effort to
pull him down... The success of any
Indian in any walk of life is a suc-
cess for me.
® “We have to ask ourselves: do
we owe an obligation to the rest of
society? It's a moral question not
merely political,
® “Our country: is finding more
and more alibis for shortcomings —
rain, power cut etc. Are we manag-
ing our affairs as we ought to?”
Even more encouraging are Mr
Pai’s efforts at the implementation of
these convictions. He has challenged
his own Ministry to increase produc-
tion by 45 per cent and gone on re-
cord to say that the units under his

control could be focal pointg in tackl-
ing the unemployment of the educat-
ed. Reviewing the measures being
undertaken towards this enq Mr Pai
has also challenged the Members of
Parliament’s Consultative Committee
to sub-divide into groups, visit the
14 odd units in Mr Pai’'s care and
pass on constructive suggestions for
improvement.

Bombastic

AustraLIAN postal workers have im--

posed a ban on mail to France as a
protest against the French nuclear
tests in the Pacific. The General
Secretary of the Postal Workers
Union, Mr Slater, was being inter-
viewed about this on television by
the Australian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. It was the day news was
released about China’s bomb. Asked
whether the postal workers would
also place a ban on mail to China he
said, “No, the case is a different one”’,
When pressed on why it was different
he said, “The French bomb is a
capitalists’ bomb and the Chinese is
a workers’ bomb.”

A small point that seems to have
escaped Mr Slater’s notice is that a
bomb is a bomb; completely class-
less and equally lethal to workers

and capitalists.
Birbal

UPON MY WORD !|

Find as many words as you can
from the TEN letters given below,
The words must have four letters
or more and must use the letter in
larger type. At least one word
must use ALL TEN letters. No
proper nouns, plurals, or non-
English words allowed, nor varia-
tions of same verb (eg. tame,
tames).

UPON MY WORD c s R
PUZZLE NO. 37

You should find 71 I E U P

words this week.
(Answer next week) o l N
ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 36

Ahoy, earth, eolith,  ethyl, hail,
hair, hale, halite, halo, halt, halter,
hare, harl, harlot, hart, hate, heal,
hear, heart, heat, heir, heriot, hero,
herry, hilt, hire, hoar, hole, holt,
holy, horal, hotel, hyetal, hyle,
lath, lathe, lather, rath, rather,
rhetor, rhyolite, their, they, thirl,
thole, thirty, HIEROLATRY -— The
worship of saints or sacred things.
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Commonwealth :

Alternative to Super power

diplomacy ?

GI‘HERE are no super-powers in
the Commonwealth,” says Mr
Arnold Smith, Secretary General of
the Commonwealth, in his 1973 re-
port. Released on July 9 and follow-
ing closely the summit talks between
Brezhnev and Nixon the report warns
of the dangers of super-power
diplomacy. Mr Smith quotes the
recent statement by the Prime Minis-
ter of Singapore, Mr Lee Kuan Yew,
Chairman of the last Commonwealth
Heads of Government meeting :

“It is only to be expected that the
middle and small nations whose
interests may be affected are con-
cerned with the dangers of direct
super-power diplomacy, that super-
power differences being settled over
their heads may well be at their ex-
pense.”

Prospects for the August 2-10
meeting in Ottawa of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government are
bright, though officials temper their
optimism with the memory of how a
suddenly emerging issue like the pro-
posed British arms sale to South
Africa dominated the last meeting
two years ago in Singapore. As of
now no such issue threatens to loom
large.

In spite of super power politics Mr
Arnold Smith is convinced of the
contribution the Commonwealth can
make. He writes that it “represents
a wide range of political, economic
and. geographic interests, and its
members have significant influence.
The association cuts across differ-
ences of race, and regions, as well
as extremes of wealth and poverty.
Its members have links with all the

SO THEY SAY

I personally do not think there is any

faction or group within the (Bihar
Congress) party. ...

ABDUL GHAFOOR,

Bihar Chief Minister

The scare about shortages is merely
psychological...we may not have
foodgrains overflowing the national
basket, neverthless enough food is
available in the country.
- : A. P. SHINDE,
Union Minister of State for
Agriculture
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major powers and with most regional
organisations. Its meetings are more
informal, franker and more intimate
than most international meetings. It
is not only an association of tradi-
tional friends, it is an association
which makes friends. Potentially,

ARNOLD SMITH :
“association which makes friends”

therefore, it is a grouping of great
political and economic significance.”
Mr Smith concludes: “Far from
being less relevant, the Common-
wealth is one of those international
instruments that can be more than
ever relevant to the problems and
challenges of the years ahead.”
More newsmen than ever before
will be attending this Ottawa con-
ference — 700 are expected — but
they will find news harder to come
by. For there will be only two
“plenary” sessions at the beginning
and end attended by all 600 delegates.
The others will be “executive” ses-
siong which will be limited to Heads
of Government and two officials at
most and “restricted” sessions which
will be for Heads of Government and
the Secretary General, So there will
be fewer people from whom journ-
alists can obtain leaks, calculated or
otherwise. Spontaneity is the opera-
tive word and set speeches, mimeo-
graphed for immediate distribution,
are being discouraged, although the
actual style of operating will be fixed
when ‘the Government leaders meet.

by Michael Henderson

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau of
Canada, who like Mr Heath was
distinctly put off by the mini-United
Nations nature of the last meeting,
wants delegates to talk to each other
and not at each other. Having offer-
ed Ottawa as the venue for this
year’s conference he is in_a position
as host if not to ensure that this
happens at least to provide the
framework for it. Between them the
Heads of Government represent over
860 million people, nearly a quarter
of the world’s population and nearly
a fifth of the world’s land area.

The Commonwealth has grown
from 8 to 33 members in 20 years
but in recent times its growth has
slowed and there now remains one
potential member of any appreciable
size, Papua New Guinea. So a pattern
of operation is being worked out that
may well be followed for a long time
to come.

Opening as it does on August 2
the Ottawa conference will directly
follow the start of the preliminary
talks in Brussels on the opportunities
being offered to 20 Commonwealth
countries of some kind of special
relationship with the EEC, at the
same time as preceding the next
round of international trade negoti-
ations in Tokyo of GATT in Septem-
ber. The Secretary General’s report
predicts that British membership of
the EEC will serve to strengthen the
Commonwealth. Prospects for the
Commonwealth, which accounts for
a fifth of the world’s trade, will be
discussed in the light of Britain's
entry into Europe. Commonwealth
members will want to safeguard their
exports to Britain and secure wider
access to the European market.

Canada — the first territory in the
British Empire to achieve self-govern-
ment by mutual agreement — is
sparing no pains to make this Com-
monwealth meeting a success. The
Ottawa conference centre — the old
Union Railway Station which was
imaginatively converted on the initia-
tive of Trudeau when he first came
to office — will be the venue.

Canadian officials working flat out
to prepare are a little awed at the
size of what they have set in motion
but are also aware that if all goes

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Glimpses into the
making of

modern Iran
The Shah’s charmed life

by R. M. Lala

On July 24 the Shah of Iran goes on a State visit to the United States. In
his 22 years as ruler, Iran has been transformed from an economically
backward nation into a modern power. R M Lala, who was in Teheran
recently, gives glimpses into the growth of Iran, its youth and the life of

its 53 year-old monarch.

TEHERAN lies in an arid waste-

land not unlike the surround-
ings of Delhi. What strikes a visitor
are efforts at planting fresh boule-
vards and green lawns on highway
traffic dividers. Water trucks regu-
larly feed the tender plants.

As you drive from Teheran into
the country, you see vast areas fresh-
ly forested. And you realise that
there is a hand that cares for Iran
and wants it to blossom again.

At every turn in Iran you sense
that its vast oil revenues are being
spent constructively for the uplift-
ment of its people. Iran is expected
to earn in the next five years § 22
billion in oil revenues alone. Efforts
are being made to diversify indus-
tries. Rich copper deposits have
been found and there are great fish-
ing possibilities in the Persian Gulf
which are still to be tapped. Esfahan,
famed city of blue-domed mosques
and minarets, has a large modern
campus. No money is being spared
to double its educational facilities in
five years.

Politically stable for the last two
decades, financially fortunate, one
can hardly believe as one drives along
its highways that 50 years ago it was
unsafe to travel on Iran’s trunk
routes. People in Teheran city did
not dare to go out after sunset for
fear of being robbed. Persia was
victim of foreign powers which had
wrenched concessions from enfeebled
and extravagent kings of the Qajar
dynasty. “You were lucky to have
one master in India,” said a senior
Persian, “We had many.” British
and Russians exerted power, with
Germans and French thrown in.

The state of the country was so
rotten that a patriotic soldier, Reza

6

Shah, marched into Teheran and took
over the reins of power. Crowned
King, he wused rough and ready
methods but succeeded in establish-
ing law and order. He gave his peo-
ple a pride again of being Iranians.
I questioned his son Prince Ghulam
Reza Shah, brother of the present
ruler, what kind of a man his father
was, The Prince replied : “He was a
strict disciplinarian but he was also
very kind”.

No formal education

Reza Shah got his military train-
ing in a Cossack Brigade in Russia.
He had no formal education but
educated himself. Even as King he
slept on a mattress on the floor. He
had his own methods of awakening
the country. Once he presented him-
self at the door of the Ministry of
Finance just after its opening time
and ordered all doors closed. A
number of sleepy officials, including
the minister, found themselves lock-
ed out. They were all promptly
sacked. His son the present Shah
recalls “My father relied more on
punishment than on reward ... and
love (of the people) gave way to res-
pect and defence.”

And what strength did Reza Shah
command when he came to power?

Shortly after the take-over he was
heard exclaiming aloud, “If only 1
had a thousand rifles!” He would
have rubbed his eyes to see the
sophisticated and exotic equipment
his son now commands.

In 1941 when Hitler invaded
Russia the Allies ' wanted to rush
supplies to the Soviet Union and the
most conveniént land route was
through Iran. Reza Shah wanted to

keep Iran neutral but failed to do so.
On the excuse that he did not expel
his German advisers, Britain and
Russia marched in from the South
and the North. Reza Shah abdicated
in fayour of his son,

At 21 Mohammed Reza Shah
Pahlavi’ became King. “I had known
since early childhood it was my
destiny to become a king,” he wrote
later and added, “I should consider
it arrogant to believe I would accom-
plish my life work without God’s
help.”

An ailing child, the Crown Prince
gathered strength in Switzerland
where he studied. He recalls that as
a child “I liked to build things”. In
the Swiss mountains he dreamt
dreams of how he would govern as
a just ruler. He was called upon to
execute his ideas sooner than he ex-
pected. The first years of his reign
were stormy. After World War II
Russia refused to leave one of Iran’s
provinces but it finally did. The
young ruler suffered an air crash in
a plane he was flying himself. He
cheerfully recalls that he and his
companion ‘“were hanging by our
seatbelts in the open cockpit. Neither
of us suffered so much as a scratch.
The scene amused me so much that
I burst out laughing, but my upside-
down companion didn't think it was
funny.”

The present Shah has survived an
assassination attempt. Three bullets
passed through his military cap with-
out hurting him but the fourth one
penetrated hig right cheekbone and
came out under his nose. Added to
all this was a brief exile in Rome
when Dr Mossadegh, a peculiar
Prime Minister, virtually compelled

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the King to leave the country.
Thanks to the army backed by the
people, the King returned.

It is not surprising that after such
a stormy first decade the King should
feel “divine guidance” operating in

his life. In his most interesting
autobiography “Mission for My
Country”  (Hutchinsons) he gives

amazing instances of his early child-
hood which gave him the sense of
£a Supreme Being” guiding him.

The Shah’s first great stroke of
policy was his decision, when he was
only 30, to distribute his own crown
lands to the peasants. When he got
no response from other feudal
landowners he launched in 1963 his
programme of the White Revolution.
He bought over the land of feudal
landlords and distributed it to the
peasants. The decade of the White
Revolution is now over and the
Shah’s proclaimed aim for the next
decade is the creation of “the great
civilisation”,

The Persians have been the civili-
sers of waves of invaders includ-
ing Arabs and Mongols. Like the
Germans and the North Indians the
Iranians come from an Aryan stock
and like their two counterparts in
Europe and South Asia they love to
argue and discuss. It is said that
when a group of Germans came to a
signpost with one arm pointing to
“Heaven” and the other to a “Dis-
cussion about heaven” most Germans
followed the second. It is fair to
surmise that most Iranians would do
likewise. The Indian Aryan would
probably follow the signpost to
“Heaven”, walk a few steps, settle
down, fold his legs and dream of
Nirvana. You cannot blame him
after the way he has been made to
queue for his rice, wheat, cooking
oil and bare necessities of life.

The strength of Persia lies in its

family life. On a summer evening
you see families with teenage chil-
dren in parks or even on the green
road-dividers, sharing their meals
and enjoying each other’s company.
It ig a sight one seldom sgees in
Europe today where grown-up chil-
dren and elders seldom go out to-
gether.

The Prime Minister spoke to me
of his desire to see “the development
of man himself” and of harmonising
Iran’s industrial society with her
ancient culture. But the wealth
pouring into Iran has brought its own
problems of affluence. Western
values have brought in permissive-
ness. I wag surprised to find earlier
this month in Teheran the announce-
ment of a foreign theatre company
that introduced “the theatre of
pamc The play presented dealt with
“sadism, masochism and perversion”.
It wag written by a so-called Spanish
avant-garde playwright whom not
one Asian in a million has heard of.
It is a pity that when in the West
End of London good plays are re-
turning such perverse stuff is export-
ed to unsuspecting countries. One
wonders who finances it too. Iranian
films in the last couple of years have,
I understand, declined in taste.

In the next years, Iran will spend
billions of dollarg on expanding its
social, economic and military facili-
ties. It will need skilled manpower.
Will that be forthcoming? My im-
pression of Iran's civil service is
that the calibre at the too level is
good but the second rung is weak.
The Shah ig trying to do his best to
attract young Iranians who have
settled abroad by offering induce-
mentgs like tax-free import of foreign
cars, etc.

Thousands of Iranians highly
qualified have settled abroad, Some
as students were targets of elements

“Mr Chief Minister, you do not have to worry — you have all our support.”

HIMMAT, July 20, 1973
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who wanted to create disaffection
for the Crown. Some genuinely feel
that their country does not have the
scope or the freedom of expression
they would like to have in order to
return. The Shah of Iran told an
Indian journalist recently that he had
taken the steps so that his country’s
well-being will not in future depend
on the monarch alone. The Shah
would in all probability want to
liberalise without the attendant l‘lSkS
of instability and chaos.

If the Shah’s ideas of liberalisation
have to work, somewhere there has

YOUTH OF IRAN:
which way will they go?

got to be a shift at the grass-roots
too, for unless responsible
leadership grows the Shah’s past ex-
perience shows that other elements
will try to exploit the situation.

I was privileged to meet 15 stu-
dents at a private gathering. I began
with a question : “How many of you
feel as responsible for Iran as His
Majesty the Shah or the Prime
Minister?”

There was a silence. Then a bright
young man asked, “It depends on
what you mean by responsible.”

I replied: “Being responsible for
the domestic policy of Iran, her rela-
tions with her neighbours and above
all the character of the nation.”
There was a pause after which four
students raised their hands. = One
young lady said, “It is easier to
criticise what is wrong than to create
what is right. T want to do the
latter.”

At the end of the meeting the
bright young man said, “I wanted
to go out to have fun with one of
my friends this evening but I am
glad I came to this meeting. I found
something new to think about.”

The key to the future of Iran lies
in making its youth responsible for
the nation.. Affluence will never
satisfy the youth of Iran but a pur-
pose in life will. .
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SRI LANKA :

Screws tighten on democracy

Tur Constitutional Court has ruled
that the Government’s new bill to
take over the largest group of news-

papers, popularly called “Lake
House"”, was not a violation of funda-
mental  rights,

Thus comeg to
an end the 13
year old battle
by Mrs Banda-
ranaike to take
over L a k e
House. Its sin
was that it has
tradition-
ally - supported
the Opposition
United National
Party (UNP).
If the Consti-
tutional Court
had ruled otherwise, it would not
have made much difference. Sri
Lanka’s new constitution provides
for a constitutional court ruling to be
ignored if the Government can
muster, more than a two-thirds majo-
rity in Parliament. Dr Colvin R.. de
Silva, the Trotskyite Minister of
Constitutional Affairs, saw to this
‘minor’ detail when he wrote up the
new constitution last year and got
it passed by the over two-thirds

SIRIMAVO ;
taming the press

majority that Mrs Bandaranaike’s
United Front Government still
enjoys.

Under the takeover bill, which will
become law in a few weeks, 80 per

o
- Uins

cent of the shares of the Lake House
group will be held by the Public
Trustee. From time to time these
will be released for sale to the public
but no person can hold more than
two per cent of the shares. Theore-
tically, the bill is for broadbasing
the newspaper group which has so
far been controlled by a few people.
Present sharcholders will be allowed
only 20 per cent of the shares.

The petitioners argued that the
bill violated fundamental rights
guaranteed by the Constitution:
Section 18 (1) guarantees freedom of
expression and association, Counsel
for the State, Mr C. Thiagalingam,
based his defence of the bill saying
that fundamental rights were not
guaranteed by the constitution. To
him, there were no such things as
fundamental rights in a unitary state
like Sri Lanka, Parliament was
sovereign, he said, and even if a bill
negated the freedom of anyone, “a
good, bad or indifferent” bill became
good after being passed by Parlia-
ment.

An unexpected ally of the petition-
ers proved to be the Attorney Gene-
ral. In a written submission to the
Speaker, he pointed out that:
® discrimination against the com-
pany and its shareholders contraven-
ed the constitution,
® transferring the control of the
company and direction of its policy
from the present shareholders and

]
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“In some matters we allow sm

all nations to give us a lead.”
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dire_ctors to another set of directors
infringed the freedom of speech and
expression. - The Attorney-General

refused to be present personally in.

the Constitutional Court, but it didn’t
make much difference to the verdict.

Meanwhile, the Government receiy-
ed a rude shock at the by-election
held as a result of the death of Dudley
Senanayake. At the 1970 elections,
Dudley Senanayake retained the seat
by a mere 1000 odd votes. Yet the 25
year-old nephew of Dudley Sena-
nayake who contested the by-election
for the opposition UNP was return-
ed with a majority of over 4500. The
Government did all in its power, in-
cluding several visits by Prime Min-
ister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, to win
this seat. '

With a Press Council armed with
wide powers, a subservient Lake
House and most other dailies toeing
‘the line, Mrs Bandaranaike has suc-
cessfully stifled all criticism of her
Government. But the by-election
result is an indication that the peo-
ple will not be fooled by an absence
of publicised criticism.

MALAYSIA :
To Peking, to Peking...

Now that North Korea has been re-
cognised by Kuala Lumpur, Malaysian
and Chinese diplomats are expected
to meet in New York soon to work
out details to establish diplomatic
relations. Malaysia will be the first
of the ASEAN countries to recognise
Peking,

Any dream of the five ASEAN
countries moving together on the
question of recognising China has
now been conveniently forgotten.
With Indonesia dragging her feet over
the issue and Malaysia keen to go
ahead, that concept was still-born.
The Malaysian argument seems to be
that for their concept of South-East
Asia ag a neutral zone to become
practical, China needs to be a guar-
antor. So, the quicker China is re-
cognised, the better.

The Chinese are more than cager
to mend their fences with South-East
Asian nations. Hence rubber pur-
chaseg from Malaysia have increased
while the Chinese have offered rice
to Malaysia. With Thailand banning
the export of rice due to internal
shortages, this offer has been welcome
news to Malaysia.

The other ASEAN nation expected
to begin talks with China soon is the
Philippines. Evidently President
Marcog feels that such a move would
quieten the leftists who are protest-
ing about his dictatorial rule,
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PEACE IN CAMBODIA
The US problem in Cambodia is now
a cliche — how to conjure up peace
with honour, There was an appedrance
of it having been achieved in Vietnam, But
Cambodia is a tougher prospect. In
addition, how the US handles Lon Nol
will have bearing on South Vietnam's
confidence.  Sihanouk and Mr Chou
En-lai have expressed apprehension
that America might introduce Thai and
South Vietnamese forces to take over
after August 15. Such a move would
have the effect only of aggravating ten-
sions when the object must be now to
reduce them. There is some hope in
the fact that Cambodians have shown
themselves more ready to compromise
than their Vietnamese neighbours. Lon
Nol has squandered his opportunity to
make Cambodia work. Sihanouk refus-
gs to talk to the leader of the coup which
ousted him in March 1970. The search
should be for a less-tainted middleman
... An end to the bombing and the dis-
covery of an acceptable negotiator would
be the steps towards making the slight
hopes of a Cambodian peace more
tangible.
THE GUARDIAN, London

It is tco late in the day for the Lon Nol
regime to try to seek a ceasefire on any-
thing approaching its own terms. With
the larger part of the country in the
hands of Khmer Rouge and Phnom Penh
itself under a virtual siege, the odds
against it in the war are already pretty
grim, and they will grow more so after
August 15 when US bombing will have
to come to an end.

It is, of course, open to Mr Nixon to
add to the devastation he has already
caused in Cambodia but it is no longer
possible for him to alter the balance of
forces in the favour of his protege. In
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“Let’s hope he stays patched up.”
Courtesy: National Review

any case he will not have to wait for
long to see the defeat of his criminal
intervention, The collapse of the Lon
Nol government will begin the very day
the bombing comes to an end. Even Mr
Nixon will have no choice then but to
come to terms with the inevitable — the
return of Prince Sihanouk to power.
THE TIMES OF INDIA, Bombay

MASSACRE IN MOZAMBIQUE

With the exposure of the heinous
crimes being committed by the Portu-
guese, it is to be seen whether the Western
Governments, especially those of the US
and the UK, can continue to lend politi-
cal and other support to Portugal or
whether public opinion in those coun-
tries will force them increasingly to
abandon Lisbon. The proposed visit of
the Portugues Prime Minister, Dr Caetano,
to London next week will be a test.
THE HINDUSTAN TIMES, New Delhi

o SURIRAMP.V.C,

With its unique physical and chemical properties,
SHRIRAM PVC is fast taking the place of glass, rubber
and even metal in a vast range of industrial
applications. Increasingly used for pipes and tubes,
wires and cables, electrical and chemical conduits...
SHRIRAM PVC resins and compounds are
revolutionising Industry both in India and countries all
over the world.

SHRIRAM PVC IS IDEAL FOR:

FOOTWEAR [] WIRES & CABLES [7] BLOWN FILMS
& BOTTLES [J PACKAGING [] LAMINATES

0 WALLPAPER [] PIPES & TUBES [] ENGINEERING
ITEMS [ TILES [] UPHOLSTERY [] RAINWEAR

[J TOYS AND A HOST OF OTHER: USES.

SHRIRAM CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES
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ERDICT!

THIS WEEK HIMMAT ...

IS ANNOYED at Minister of State
of Agriculture A, P. Shinde’s state-
ment that there is enough food in
the country and requests him to
kindly desist from adding insult
to injury in the face of the wide-
spread scarcity of food.

HAILS Nepal's decision to close the
drug bazar in Kathmandu and
also to make the cultivation of
hemp, poppy and marijuana a
punishable offence and is highly
impressed that she was prepared
to overlook considerable loss of
revenue in the interests of huma-

nity.

CHUCKLES over the ingenuity
of professors and students in
Ahmedabad in organising a ‘“pro-
cession of sheep” to ridicule the
humbug politicians of the state,
but is keen to know what the
sheep, which are after all produc-
tive animals, felt about it.

{

DISMISSES Mr Shashi Bhushan’s
call for, a limited dictatorship for
six months as an absurd idea
from .a practical point of view but
shares his frustration with the
present corrupt and lethargic ad-
ministrative set-up.

\

IS AGITATED over the alleged
massacre in Mozambique by Portu-
guese troops and is eager to get
to the bottom of it.

IS SHOCKED at the Assam. Govern-
ment's decision to stop giving ad-
vertisements to the “Assam Tri-
bune” and regards it a blatant
interference with the freedom of
the press.

FINDS it difficult to figure out the
meaning of the statement that the
Government will ‘“hasten slowly”
the organisational changes in the
Oil and Natural Gas Commission.

IMPOSES an immediate cut in its
consumption of edible oil follow-
ing the hike in the price of Vanas-

pati by 75 paise.
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Portugal and the Mozambique affair

WERE 400 Africans massacred in a village in Mozambique
by Portuguese troops seven months ago? This grim
question has projected Mozambique into the centre of
an international political tornado with accusations in

ing the visit of the Portuguese Prime
Minister, Dr Marcello Caetano, to
ondon.
: The accusation that the Portu-
i guese Army had liquidated all mem-
i bers of Wiriyamu and burnt the
i village to the ground was made by a
Roman Catholic priest, Father Adrian
Hastings.
Last week Father Hastings’ accu-
sations were published on the front-
audience with  paos of the London “Times”. He
Queen claimed the massacre was only one
of many atrocities committed by Portuguese troops in
their efforts to destroy the Mozambique Liberation
Front, FRELIMO.

“The security forces feel free in the knowledge that
there are no journalists for hundreds of miles and the
victimg know no European language,” reported Father
Hastings.

But he added that Spanish missionaries in the area
obtained detailed information and themselves buried
many of the dead. It was on the reports of these priests,
two of whom are now in jail for opposing the Portu-
guese, that the British priest, Father Hastings, based
his allegations.

The Portuguese authorities have denied the accusa-
tions and in the United Nations their representative

DR CAETANO

FOR some years now Portugal

has come under attack, especi-

ally over her Portuguese territories

in Africa but also about the Portu-
guese regime itself.

Iberian Peninsula, the most famous
of whom was St Francis Xavier,
whose body is revered in Goa. Brazil
became a major overseas territory,
and Portuguese is the language of

refused to discuss the matter any further. The Portus
guese have said they are prepared to conduct an inquiry

to establish the facts of the situation. The British paper -

the “Guardian” has commented nothing short of an

impartial international investigation will satisfy world .

public opinion of the truth or falsehood of the Catholic
priest's allegations.

It is, however, significant that the Mozambique
guerrilla commander for the province in which the
massacre is alleged to have taken place said in an inter-
view in Tanzania with the London “Times” corres-
pondent that he had heard nothing of the tragedy. He
accused Portugal nevertheless of other atrocities.

Father Hastings’ allegations are based on hearsay
evidence and on nothing he has seen himself. He claims,
however, that the Catholic bishop flew over the area
in an helicopter after the incident and can vouch for
the destruction of the village. The bishop is presently
away and not available for comment, :

Whether the present fury against Portugal is based on
truth or on falsehood is not yet known. What is certain
is that the international spotlight on Portuguese Africa
will not be turned away in the short-term or the long-
term. International newspaper correspondents have
moved to Mozambique inlarge numbers. The Portuguese
authorities have put no restrictions on their movements,
The military governor of the province where the
massacre is alleged to have taken place has told the
journalists that they can go where they like or speak
to anyone they wish. “If there has been a massacre just
oqfiside my capital no one has told me about it,” he
said.

On the eve of Premier Caetano’s visit to the United
Kingdom, our London correspondent, Gordon Wise,
sent the following despatch :

He claimed that this policy in Portu-
guese territories was the fruit of
many  centuries’ experience.
When Salazar fell ill, he was
followed by Dr Caetano, who is

In the context of the present
press barrage against Portugal it is
worthwhile to examine Portugal on
a wider front than the pros and cons
of the present allegations.

The Portuguese, in history, have a
deserved reputation as navigators
and discoverers. In the hundred years
between 1400 and 1500, they dis-
covered and in some instances
colonised, the West African coast,
the Cape Verde Islands and the
Congo River. Vasco da Gama found-
ed the Cape of Good Hope and
sailed up the East African coast to
Mombasa and on to India. The story
of the Goa settlement is part of
Indian history. ’

In all this, there were heroic mis-
sionaries who went out from the
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that giant country today.

In the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, Portugal underwent crises and
revolutions. A constitution on the
French model was introduced when
the Republic was proclaimed in
1910. There was corruption, and
battles between anti-clericals and
the Church.

The man who restored order in
modern Portugal was Dr Oliveira
Salazar, From 1928 until he entered
a Lisbon nursing home 40 years
later, Salazar was the dominating
force in Portuguese affairs.

He has many critics. But he was
perhaps the first European states-
man to draw attention to the vital
importance of Africa to Europe. He
was an apostle of multi-racialism.

Prime Minister today. The National
Union is the predominant political
organ supporting the present regime.
Opposition parties can present candi-
dates, but only if they do not ad-
vocate the overthrow of the Consti-
tution. There are 130 MPs in the
single chamber Legislature. The
electoral system up to now has
made it effectively impossible for a
political minority to be represented
in the assembly. Thus, the National
Union hag won all the seats, but it
remains to be seen what will happen
in this year’s election, whose cam-
paign has already begun.

Portugal is still primarily an agri-
cultural country and over 37 per

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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The Chinese bid for Africa

From a special correspondent

In 1964, Chou En-lai said after a
visit to some African nations,
“Africa is ripe for revolution”. In
the years that followed, China
began to help African liberation and
secessionist movements, incurring
the wrath of many African Govern-
ments, Some nations, like Tunisia,
even broke off diplomatic relations.
Today the pic-
ture is chang-
ing. China is
giving generous
aid to African
nations . regard-

less of their
ideological lean-
ings. Since

1970, China has
dispensed more
than $3000 mil-
lion in foreign
aid to develop-
ing nations and
Africa has re-

MOBUTU :
visited Mao

‘ceived a fair share of this.

What has prompted China's
change of policy? She seems to have
come to two conclusions in her
struggle to prevent the hegemony of
the super powers, the US and the
USSR. Firstly, she cannot fill the
economic vacuum if countries such
as France and Britain pull out their
investment and business from their
former territories due to pro-Peking
coups. A Maoist coup in this way
could pave the way for increased in-
fluence by Moscow. Secondly, du-
ring this particular phase, she seems
to feel she needs to co-operate with
national bourgeoisies in Africa.

President Mobutu’s visit to China
in January, 1973, was a sign of Pe-
king's flexibility in its Third World
relationships. For years, President
Mobutu was a target for Chinese
criticism, but with the improyement
of relations during 1972 and Zaire's
formal recognition of Peking last
November, China gave the President
the kind of welcome reserved for the
most important guests. At the end
of the visit, it was announced that
China had granted Zaire an interest-
free loan worth $US100 million, Yet
only a few years beforechand the
Chinese had been supporting the
rebel Congolese leader, Pierre Mulele,
with smuggled arms as well as pro-
paganda. After returning to Kinsha-
sa, the President said that Mao ad-
mitted - to having lost “a lot of
money” in trying to overthrow him,
and he may have been ready to
accept aid from China partly as a
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recompense for the latter’s earlier
assistance to Mobutu's opponents—
and as a replacement for Taiwanese
aid. Peking has no doubt been pre-
pared to pay this price partly to
secure regular supplies of copper and
uranium; also on the political level,
it fits into the pattern. of China's
present campaign to supplant Taiwan
as extensively as possible and to be
seen on the side of Black Africa in
any confrontation with White South
Africa,

When Madagascar severed links
with South Africa last year, she was
left with a debt of 4000 million Ma-
lagasy francs., France hedged over
giving her the necessary credit. China
quickly obliged.

Till a year ago, the Chinese were
believed to be helping the Eritrean
Liberation Front in Northern Ethio-
pia. But today, Ethiopian Airlines
has an air service to China. Emperor
Haile Selassie has been to Peking and
came back with Chinese aid worth
$84 million. _

One of the more recent visitors to
go on “the Peking safari” was Pre-
sident Ahidja of Cameroun. Peking
was in a generous mood. He return-
ed with a $73 million loan, interest
free, with a ten-year period of grace.

Whenever the Chinese help with
experts, they have been careful not
to demand extra privileges beyond
those granted to their African coun-
terparts. In Cameroun, for instance,
when a Chinese technical team was
offered a cook, they replied that their
own doctor could easily cook for
them while he was waiting to treat
the sick.

There ig still a wariness, however,
of being over dependent on China,
Socialist Tanzania is one example.
They have decided to take no more
Chinese aid till the Tanzam railway
is finished in 1975. (Memories of
recent Chinese subversive activities
are fresh and balance the desire of
African nationg to broaden their
economic ties.

Economics has also helped to fa-
shion China’s generosity. Tanzania’s
State Trading Corporation has order-
ed five million Chinese umbrellas.
These should keep the country's 13.3
million people dry for a good time
to come — considering that certain
areas of Tanzania get only 30 inches
or less of rain for the whole year.

Africa may not be “ripe” yet, but
the Chinese are putting in expensive
fertilisers this time to make sure of
a good harvest in the future,

THE WEEK IN

INDIA

PATNA — A worst-ever crop failure
is feared in Bihar, due to lack of rain
during the first phase of the monsoon.

SRINAGAR — The Kashmir police
have unearthed a powerful gang using
mail parcels to smuggle charas (opium)
out of the state in collusion with high-
level officials of the postal department
in the city,

NEW DELHI — The Union Govern-
ment has appointed Mr V. G. Raja-
dhyaksha, Chairman of Hindustan
Lever, as advisor to the Planning Com-
mission, thus clearing the way for
associating top-level managers from
private industry with the supervision
of public sector undertakings,

— The Central Government has
announced sharp reductions in the pri-
ces of medium varieties of cloth, to
those prevailing in November 1972,
under its new voluntary price control
scheme,

CALCUTTA — Thousands of hand-
loom weavers in West Bengal are in
deep distress following lay-offs as most
of the handlooms in the state are lying
idle because of a prolonged shortage
of yarn.

GANDHINAGAR — The Congress
high command formally decided to
intervene in the election of a new Chief
Minister for Gujarat as a successor to
Mr Ghanashyam Oza, who has decided
to step down following factional fights
in the state Congress Party.

)

BOMBAY — The nine-month-old
power cut in Maharaghtra, ranging
from two to 25 per cent, which caused
a loss of Rg 650 million in industrial
production, has been withdrawn be-
cause of a substantial rise of the water
level in the lakes of the Koyna and
other hydel projects.

MADRAS — The Khadi and Village
Industries Commission is rushing to
the rescue of some 80,000 people, like-
ly to be thrown out of jobs by the
sudden re-introduction of prohibition
in Tamilnadu, by offering at least half
of them jobs in its own industries.

TRIVANDRUM — Kerala State has
been rocked by a raging controversy
over the decision of the state Govern-
ment to withdraw the book, “Bharat
Ratna”, a biography of Jawaharlal
Nehru prescribed as a high-school
text-book, following charges of “foster-
ing a personality cult” by the Muslim
League.

— The Kerala Government has
closed all schools and colleges for an
indefinite period “in view of the-acute
food shortage and the state-wide food
riots by students and others”,
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Making black money white

The parallel economy

by R. K. Chowdhury *

THE problem of “black” money
has gained such a momentum

that it has shaken the economic
foundations of our society. It has
not only bewildered economists and

"Government authorities, but has also

brought about a sense of frustration
amongst honest citizens.

The vast magnitude of black money
today has given rise to a parallel
economy.  Money is black when it
is concealed from the authorities
because its possessor has either re-
ceived it illegally or does not want
to pay tax on it. High taxes and
the low moral standards of our peo-
ple are the two most important cau-
ses of black money.

How does. black money come into
existence? Let us take the case of
a deal involving the sale of a plot
of land in the commercial centre of
a metropolitian city like Bombay. As

it is- a4 seller’s market, the owner of

the plot leaves the buyer no other
choice but to pay at least 50 per cent
of the value in black money. In fact,
it may not be possible on the part
of a buyer to buy a fashionable site
unless he ig ready to pay a consider-
able slice of the price in black
money i.e. in cash without any
receipt and without any reference to
it in the legal document.

Some dishonest business houses
show their accounted income to the
tax authorities only up to the limit
of safety, while the major portion
remains black in the form of un-
accounted money. Since indepen-
dence and until the end of March,
1970, a sum of about Rs 5050 mil-
lion** of such concealed income has
been unearthed. In the Tyagi
scheme of voluntary disclosure in
1951, Rs 7000 million of unaccounted
income was voluntarily disclosed. In
two other similar disclosure schemes
embodied in the Finance Act, 1965,
a total of Rs 1671 million was dis-

closed by as many as 116,000

assessees,

* Prof, Department of Econo=
mics, Jowai Government College,
Meghalaya

** Rs 10 million equal to Rs 1 crore
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It is very interesting in this con-
nection, to study the amount of tax
collection in Bombay. The assess-
ment during the financial year 1970-
71 involved 596,888 persons and the
tax collected amounted to Rs 2648
million. The city of Bombay con-
tributes more than one-third of the
total income tax collected from the
whole country, which is Rs 6140 mil-
lion. It is not unlikely that more
than a third of the tax evasion
occurs in Bombay alone, more than
50 per cent of which probably in-
volves the film industry.

A film star, whose services are
needed to make a box office hit, is
costly. The need for black money
on the part of a°star is perhaps less
for avoiding taxes than for the pre-
servation of his ostentatious living.
To maintain his image and to stay
in business, he needs to have big cars
and a huge bungalow, and give fa-
bulous parties. These determine his
value as a film personality. Only
black money can serve to maintain
such a way of life. The producer,
in turn, may retaliate on the less
expensive artists and technicians by
asking them to acknowledge more
remuneration than they actually get.
Moreover, it may not be possible on
the part of the film distributors to
purchase the picture unless they are
ready to pay a part of the price in
black money.

Turning black money into white
with lottery tickets

A dishonest businessman does not
hesitate to offer from his hidden
wealth as much as Rs 800,000 to
purchase a state lottery ticket win-
ing a prize of Rs 500,000.  And yet
he makes a net gain. He achieves
this miracle by evading direct taxes
on the invested amount. It ig quite
likely that the money originated
from the highest income slab on
which the average rate of taxation is
around 90 per cent. Our dishonest
businessman has saved Rg 720,000
which he should have paid as taxes.
The tax on the lottery ticket is' much
less: around Rg 170,000. This leaves
an amount of Rs 830,000 to the
owner and that, too, as “white”

“Most film stars wear dark glasses to avoid
the glare of white money.”

At the exchange counter

money.
Rs 800,000, he would have had only
Rs 80,000 in hand.

An economy of shortages and con-
sequent controlg is also responsible
for the creation of black money, As
controls come into existence, black-
marketeers appear in the sale of con-
trolled goods. The extra profits
earned from such sales must neces-
sarily be concealed because of their
illegal nature — thus increasing
further the amount of black money
in circulation.

Money is thus in constant move-
ment between the two economies —
black and white, White money when
employed in the purchase of goods
without insisting on receipts to avoid
sales tax becomes black as soon as
it is paid. The purchase of gold and
other smuggled goods also enables
the seller to build up his stocks of
black money, even if the buyer pays
in “white”.

The over-invoicing of imports and
under-invoicing of exports, with the
subsequent sale of foreign exchange
in the black market, is another way
in which white money is converted

If he had paid tax on his.

into black. Black money, when it
changes hands, will change colour
if it is spent on consumption of goods
and services. Thig is what makes
any assessment of the amount of
black money difficult. In fact, the
term “estimate” bears a somewhat
negative relation to the term black
money. Black money is hidden, and
as soon as it is disclosed to be esti-
mated, it becomes white.

Regarding the extent of black
money in India, the Direct Taxes
Inquiry Committee (1971) could not
come to any conclusion, The esti-
mates furnished in the course of the
committee’'s questionnaire  varied
widely.

The committee finally “estimated”
the circulation of black money to be
around Rs 14,000 million, the extent
of income tax evaded during 1968-
69 to be of the order of Rs 4,700
million (constituting one-third of the
black money in circulation) and the
total value of deals involving black
money to be Rs 70,000 million for
the year 1968-69.

The effects of black money are
disastrous. The very first casualty
is the national exchequer, as the
black transactions are done in secret
and are carefully unaccounted for!
Black money and tax evasion are an
inseparable couple, In the language
of the Wanchoo Committee, they
have “the effect of seriously under-
mining the equity concept of taxa-
tion and warping its progressiveness.
Together, they throw a greater bur-
den on the honest tax payer and lead
to economic inequality and concen-
tration of wealth in the hands of
the unscrupulous few in the country.”
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A considerable percentage of the
governmental expenditure - changes
its colour to fuel the “parallel eco-
nomy”, through some corrupt offi-
cials who accept big bribes to award
government contracts involving huge
public  expenditure. The bribed
officer, in turn, must either encourage
or at least be apathetic to such
crimes by his subordinates, at least
for his own safety. The price of such
black deals that the Government —
and in turn the whole public — has
to pay is very heavy. Fantastic ex-
penditures from the public purse
thus get certified as genuine by cor-
rupt officials. The black money so
earned by the bribed officials must
then necessarily be spent either on
illegal activities or on fabulous per-
sonal consumption.

As black money is not reduced
by taxation, it is always ‘‘cheap”
money and hence is spent lavishly.
The holders of black money are na-
turally careless about prices. The
pressure they impose on the supply
of goods by their extravagant
spending causes an inflationary
spurt in prices telling heavily upon
the poor people with their meagre
earnings. The poor people receive a
further blow when dishonest busi-
nessmen use their black purse to
create artificial scarcity of the
necessities of life by indulging in

speculative hoarding of essential
commodities,

Loss of foreign exchange

Another deleterious effect of

black money is the heavy drainage
of foreign exchange. The chronic
deficit in the balance of payments
position could have been avoided if
widespread smuggling activities had
been checked. The total deficit in
India’s balance of payment was to
the tune of Rs 7510 million and Rs

9530 mullion at the end of 1969-70

and 1970-7) respectively. In such a
situation we can ill afford to lose
foreign exchange of up to Rs 7500
million to Rs 8000 million a year
because of smuggling, which is the
case.

One important source of foreign
exchange is from Indians working
abroad, who remit a part of their
wages to their dependents in India.
Many of them, on their return, bring
their life’s savings with them. Nor-
mally they ought to send the money
through a bank but they would
rather send it through an unofficial
exchange dealer who arranges pay-
ment in rupees at the rate of Rs 14
or Rs 15 for a US dollar, which is
double the official rate ($1 equals Rs
7.20 at present). The remitter makes
a profit and the smuggler gets valu-
able foreign exchange to pay for his
contraband goods.

One of the worst consequences of
black money is its pernicious effect
on the moral fibre of society. It
puts integrity at a ‘discount and
places a premium on . vidgar and
ostentatious ‘display of :wealth. Many
of - the newly rich ‘who! énjoy mate-
rial prosperity and social prestige
owe their existence only ‘to black
money and its anti-social activities.
This shatters the faith of the com-
mon man in the dignity of honest
labour and honest living.

Smuggled goods have to be financ-
ed by black money. - They cover
not only gold but all foreign com-
modities that enter the country
illegally: cigarettes, razor blades,
wrist watches, - transistor - radios,
tape recorders, cameras, liquors,
silk yarn, etc. The people who
are found in possession of such
purchases must, therefore, be brought
to book in case they fail to esta-

~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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TWA is what travel
should be to 36 U.S. cities.

TWA IS WHAT FLYING TO THE USA SHOULD BE.
Flying East, flying West, TWA has the most
comfortable fleet of planes in the world.

On 707s, the middle of TWA’s unique twin seat folds
down into a side table when nobody’s next to you, And on
747s across the Atlantic, every seat has an adjustable
back support.

WHAT IN-FLIGHT SERVICE AND ENTERTAINMENT
SHOULD BE.

On all TWA flights from the Far East, you'll find
both Asian and Western hostesses. They don't just offer you
a choice of Western or Asian food. They understand the
highest traditions of Asian hospitality and service. And on
movie flights, TWA’s Ambassador Service gives you a
choice of two movies and eight tracks of audio.*

WHAT LONG AND SHORT FLIGHTS IN THE USA
SHOULD BE.
On long flights, TWA uses comfortable aircraft like
747s. And the new L-1011s, with two-across seating
throughout the economy section.

* JATA requires us to make a nominal charge for in-flight
entertainment and for alcoholic beverages in coach,

On short flights, TWA’s Ambassador Express saves
you a lot of time. You can buy your ticket right at the gate
and carry even big bags on board.

On all TWA flights in the USA, you can check your
luggage at the curb, right by your taxi, and then walk
straight through to the gate.
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VWHAT CONNECTING AND SCHEDULES IN THE USA
SHOULD BE.

Connecting to 36 U.S. cities is easiest on TWA, The
way schedules are arranged is really helpful—you get to the
right place at the right time. And at San Francisco, Los
Angeles and New York’s Kennedy Airports, TWA's U.S.
flights are right next door to international arrivals. What's
more, your bags are transferred automatically from your
incoming flight,

WHAT A VACATION IN THE USA SHOULD BE.

TWA’s Travelpass and Hotelpass programmes save
you time and money. /

Travelpass covers 3 categories of hotel at 14 major
U.S. cities and resorts. Your reservations are confirmed in
advance. Hotelpass guarantees a room with bath in
27 North American cities. All you have to do in most cases
is ring up or turn up before 6 p.m. on the day concerned.

Your travel agent or TWA have full details.

TWA is wat travelshould be.

TWA Offices : Taj Mahal Hotel, Bombay. Tel: 255050
Ahmedabad  Bangalore » Calcutta « Colombo

New Delhi « Madras « Kathmandu o
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PORTUGAL — from page 10

cent of the working population are
engaged in agriculture, forestry, and
animal husbandry, _although the
}ndustrial sector is™expanding rapid-
y.

The Portuguese defend their policy
in Africa by saying that the over-
seas Provinces are not colonies, but
a part of Portugal proper. A well-
known writer, John Eppstein, says:
“The Portuguese are a Latin and
Christian people who, whatever their
faults, have never had any aversion
to mixing with African and Asian
peoples on | equal terms. Though
differences of class, wealth or ability
are as real overseas as they are in
Portugal itself, there has never been
that sense of racial superiority, with

the consequent social segregation,

which has poisoned the relations bet-
ween North European settlers and
the Africans.” A British MP, John
Biggs-Davidson, after visiting Angola,
said it was “a community more
‘colour blind' than any I have visit-
ed, in West, East, and Southern
Africa.”

~ The multi-racialism of modern,
independent Brazil bears witness to

these early Portuguese policies and
today the Portuguese point to Brazil
as the example they are following in
Africa,

Current problems plaguing Portugal
are as follows: Inflation is running

at 10 to 12 per cent (among the,

highest in Europe); the defence
budget, expressed as a percentage of
the gross national product, is 7.3 per
cent (as compared to Britain, where
it ig 5.3 per cent), though the Portu-
guese figure includes the building of
roads, agricultural advance, medical
needs and education in the areas
under military control in the African
territories; the varioug guerrilla wars
around the African territories are
costly; some Portuguese are still
having to emigrate to find a liveli-
hood.

There has been political liberalisa-
tion under Dr Caetano, after he
succeeded Dr Salazar as Prime
Minister, but in some ways, this
liberalisation seems to have slowed
down latterly.

One Portuguese, talking of the
situation in Africa, said, ‘There
should be in Luanda a monument to

‘The Unknown Terrorist’ because he
woke us to the need for the eco-
nomic development of the country.”
He went on, “In 1961 there were 60
kilometres of paved roads in Angola.
During the past 10 years, we have

‘built one thousand kilometres a year

and now the country has the best
network of paved roads in Africa,
apart from the Republic of South
Africa. In this period, too, there has
been great development of minerals,
industry and agriculture, and educa-
tion, to the general benefit of the
whole population.”

As a postscript, I would mention
the elections in Mozambique for the
Legislative Assembly, which were
held in April this year. There was
a non-white majority elected in a
new mixed-race Assembly. This hap-
pening, which seemed to be taken
very calmly in Mozambique, would
doubtless have brought different
reactions in Salisbury or Johannes-
burg. But Leonardo Bucucha, the
black member of the Assembly elect-
ed to represent one district, dismis-
sed with a smile the prospect of
black domination of the new body.
“I will not pursue the interests of
only Africans because I represent the
whole district,” he said.
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Whatever you do, Philips
Striplight helps you do it better.

In your kitchen, Philips helps you to cook better,
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_In your bathroom, Philips helps give you a better shave.

TR B

The Philips Striplight gives
twice the light of a 100 watt bulb.
Better, brighter, glare-free Iight_
that is cooler on your eyes. Yet, its
electricity costs are the same
as that of a 40 watt bulb.

This compact Philips Striplight 4
unit has a Philips TL 40 watt b
fluorescent lamp to give you better, v
brighter lighting. The well-known

Philips polyester ballast, starter,

starter holder and spring-loaded

rotor lampholders complete the

Philips Striplight. It’s easy to fix.
Economical to use. And it helps you

go about your work with less effort.

Fit a Philips Striplight today.
In your home, shop or workshop.

Get twice the light
at half the cost with the

PHILIPS STRIPLIGHT. @

PHILIPS

PHILIPS INDIA LIMITED PHL. 3558
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BLACK MONEY — from page 13

blish their honesty in procuring
these commodities. Better trained
and equipped police and customs
officials might help to a great extent,
provided they are themselves not
subject to corruption.

As black money is always un-
accounted money, one of its most
important features is its avoidance
of the banking system. A large
amount of black money is therefore
accumulated in cash. Demonetisa-
tion, an oft-suggested remedy, is how-
ever unlikely to help in the long run
as it will strike only at the symp-
tom of the disease. Similarly
voluntary disclosure schemes are not
expected to yield better results, be-
cause they seek honesty from the
custodians of black money, who them-
selves, are dishonest. The Wanchoo
Committee hag rightly rejected
sponsoring of official schemes for
canalising black money into specified
fields.

The suggestion that the Government
should finance political parties, as in
Japan and West Germany, is highly
welcome, Taxpayers, other than big
business houses, may be allowed tax-
free donations only to a limited ex-
tent ag supplements to government
grants.

The suggestion of the Planning
Commission that land can now bear
a higher share of the tax burden is
highly welcome. Agricultural income
should be subjected to a uniform tax,
more or less at par with the tax on

other incomes, as agriculture now
offers plenty of scope for concealing
black money.

On April 18, 1973 the Union cabi-
net finalised the draft of a Bill, seek-
ing to ‘“tighten the noose around tax
evaders”.. The bill provides new
powers of search and seizure for the
taxation staff and raises the maximum
punishment for dealing in black
money from three to seven years im-
prisonment. The degree of punish-
men¢ prescribed in the bill, however,
is too mild 1n relation to the nature
of the crime.

The institution of black money
can be countered effectively if such
servere measures are . backed by
strong public opinion against these
anti-social elements. In helping to
build up such public opinion, the
Government can play a vital role. It
should take a policy decision that
such criminals will not get any sym-
pathy, patronage, licences or any
other facility from the Government
or its public sector undertakings.

The authorities will do well to
seek help from the common man in
the detection of such crimes. The
criminals are usually well known to
the common people who do not dare
to report the crimes around them
for fear of harassment. An assu-
rance of a sense of security and a
well-planned scheme of rewards will
go a long way in lessening the mag-
nitude of organised financial crimes
in our society.

“Abad COLD ( |

relieved in minutes !

JAMRUTANJAN

Pain Balm

Amrutanjan Lid.

1416 Lex Charch Road,
Matras.

AVTRUTANJAN

a safe, sure, on-the-spot remedy for aches, colds and pains

Amrutanjan gives quick relief from colds, muscular pains,
sprains, bodyaches and headaches, Rub in Amrutanjan
and pains disappear. Available in bottles, economy jars

and low-cost compact tins.

Amrutanjan =10 medicaments in one. .

AM/7570
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Amrutanjan Limited

The Chicago
University
library

is one of fourty eight
university libraries
in America which
subscribe to
HIMMAT.

“I get my news of India by
reading HIMMAT in the
University Library,” said a
Ph D student from Chicago
who was visiting India recent-

ly.

HIMMAT now goes to more
countries than any other
Indian newsweekly because
it has gained respect for fair
and unbiased comment on
men and issues that shape our
future,

An annual subscription in
India and Bangladesh costs
only Rs. 15.00. The overseas
rates for HIMMAT are given
below.

Selected air mail rates

Local Indian
or Sterling Rs.

AUSTRALIA $ (Aus) 12 120
SOUTH PACIFIC $ (NZ) 13 125
THE AMERICAS G 125068107
EUROPE £ 470 84
SCANDINAVIA £ 585 105
U.S.SR. £ 470 84
EAST AFRICA £ 470 84
WEST AFRICA £ 585 105
S. E. ASIA £ 350 63
JAPAN £ 470 84
IRAN $ 350 63
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COMMONWEALTH — from page 5

well it will be a considerable Cana-
dian achievement with the Queen of
Canada (and Head of the Common-
wealth) in residence, the Canadian
Prime Minister as host, and a Cana-
dian, Arnold Smith, as Secretary
General. All this will be a consider-
able challenge to the next country
which might be called on to act as
host — possibly Australia — as they
would be hard put to it to out do the
hospitality and attention to detail of

Prime Minister Trudeau who recent-
ly described himself as “a deep con-
vert to the Commonwealth”.

These conferences, it is true, do
not always achieve what Britain
wants them to achieve, but as vete-
ran Commonwealth affairs author
and commentator Derek Ingrams
says, “For some time now they have
not been held just for Britain’s bene-
fit.” He has a word of advice in the
current issue of “Commonwealth”,

the Journal of the Royal Common-
wealth Society: “The big mistake
British Prime Ministers have made
at Commonwealth meetings in the
last decade has been to walk into the
conference room as il they were sur=
rounded by enemies. Wilson did it
all the time and Heath made the
same mistake at Singapore. The Bri-
tish have somehow never been able
to realise that the opposite was always
the case; that, in fact, they were walk=

CONTINED ON NEXT PAGE

INCOME-TAX PAYERS !

The Income-Tax Department has aHotted a
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ing into a room full of friends, or po-
tential friends, with a great residue
of goodwill. Friends are no use if
they do not tell you bluntly a few
home truths.

“They told Mr Heath at Singapore
that they did not like his idea of
selling arms to South Africa because
they were genuinely sad to see a
country which they thought stood for
fair play coming down on the wrong
side in an issue on which the whole
Commonwealth concept stands or
falls.

“The fact that Britain did not sell
the arms in the end is alone a justifi-
cation for the existence of the Com-
monwealth.”

Your views are
worth something :

Send them to:

y VIEWPOINT COMPETITION
Hivintar Weekly, White House,
91 Walkeshwar Rd., Bombay 6.
Keep them brief and to the 4
point—2300 words or less.

You could win Rs 25 or Rs 15.

* The age of ideology is not
over
Closing date July 27
** What is the answer to “the
toppling game"”?
Closing date August 10

BRANDT AND ISRAEL

I have much appreciated reading your
interviews with the different leaders of
Europe and particularly was moved by
your assessment of Germany under
Brandt’s leadership, One very important
recent reconciliation was between Israel
and West Germany when Brandt apolog-
ised to the people of Israel and her lead-
ers for what Germany had done during
the war, and laid a wreath commemorat-
ing all the Jews who had fallen victim
to the Nazi regime’s rapacity.

SANJOY HAZARIKA, Yercaud,
Tamilnadu

CHINA AND INDIA

Is China poorer than India? Recently a
controversy has arisen in this regard based
on the data furnished by two writers.
Mr Kuldip Nayar in his column “Between
the Lines” in “The Statesman” (June 27)
informed readers that India’s per capita
income is Rs 28 a month, Again, Mr
David Bonavia reported that the per
capita annual income. of China is £15
that is Rs 285 (“The Times” London, June
15). He also informed us that a bicycle
in China costs the equivalent of £30
(Rs 570) which is twice as much as it
costs in India.

Does it not clearly indicate that per
capita income in China is lower, the price
level higher and hence the cost of living
higher in comparison with India?

SUBRATO SEN GUPTA, Tezour 1

contentment in life.

Bheiram Clamicals ls
prosperity. 8y producing
In turm, helps

3 < e1) ; ppre o —
Happiness is everybody’s birth-right.
The innocent smile of a child, the naughty giggles of teenagers, the T,
ringing laughter of the adults.....peace and prosperity for all |

A progressing and prosperous nstion alone can provide its people nnt\

contribution to thé country's 5 o
tonnes of Shricam Urea every year which,
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JEROME K, JEROME
1859-1927

HE successively became a clerk,
teacher, actor and journalist—only
to end up as a famous:British humo-
rist.

Jerome was born to poor parents
in the district of Poplar, in London’s
East End. He started life as a
clerk in the railways at the age of
fifteen. His pay was so meagre
that he sometimes had to go with-
out a meal. He also did part-time
tuitions.

He left the job to “go on the
stage”, and did bit roles in second-
rate theatres, He next took up
reporting  for newspapers. His
reports, always with a dash of
humour, were readily accepted. All
his poems and stories, however,
were returned with thanks! His
“sense of humour” and his knack
of seeing the “‘comedy” in his phy-
sical privations saw him through.

O_nc day a friend of his was
browsing through the poems of
Henry Longfellow, and happened
to read out the following lines:

“That is best which lieth nearest
Shape from that, thy work of art.”

Ierqmc decided, then and there,
to write on the subject which “lay
nearest”; life on the stage.

He wrote his “On the Stage and
Off” under street lamps, and read
out its passages to grim-looking
policemen to see what effect it had
on them! It was accepted for £5
and a good meal!

The ‘“Home Chimes” asked him
to write on the history of the
Thames. Jerome conveniently forgot
his historical facts to produce his
rib-tickling “Three Men in a Boat”.
He followed it up with his “Idle
Thoughts of an Idle Fellow”, and
went on eventually — and rather
appropriately — to become the Edi-
tor of the “Idler”. His best-known
work, however, is the sentimental
“The Passing of “the Third Floor
Backs"”,

As he had suffered in his youth,
Jerome constantly kept an eye on
young talent, and encouraged it.
The noted humorist, W. W. Jacobs,
was his “discovery”,

Jerome did leave the world a bit
merrier than he found it.

B.V.K,
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Tue picture of Indian Governors
will lose in attractiveness when
Mr B. K. Nehru gives up his post.

One should say posts, for he is
Governor of Assam, Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Manipur.
No other Governor has had to
work with such a cluster of Chief
Ministers. Mr Nehru has handled
this unusual assignment in a sen-
sitive area with remarkable suc-
cess.

The administrative map of the
North-East has been subjected to
periodical redrawing., New states
have been fashioned and new sta-
tus conferred on existing units.
That the changes have come about
without much bitterness or dis-
location ig in a fair measure due
to the Governor's skill.

The North-East has traditionally
felt somewhat neglected by the rest
of India. If today the region has
greater confidence in New Delhi,
and in New Delhi’'s readiness to
be responsible for ‘it, appropriate
credit should again go to Governor
Nehru. He loved the area and its
people, and not merely because
they live in a strategic zone. He
worked to established conventions
of consultation and partnership
among the region’s different units;
his aim was and is coordination
without the necessity of political
or administrative integration.

His integrity and individuality
were felt by the North-East as
they will be in London, where he
will go as High Commissioner.
Never one to hide or abandon his
convictions, Governor Nehru has
served to strengthen our free de-
mocracy.

He is, in addition, a man of dis-
tinction, an eminent product of
Indian culture who has not denied
himself a study of the roots of true
European culture. And he has an
uncommon adyantage — a wife of
learning, charm and insight.

It is the distinction and graci-
ousness of the Nehrus that one
would like to see in all our Raj
Bhavans. Of our many shortages
one of the saddest, surely, is that
of the intangible commodity called

‘tions.

In search of quality
by Rajmohan Gandhi

culture or refinement, Shoddiness
ig all around us; we seem to tole-

rate any amount of crude behavi-,

our and slovenly activity. Neither
our managers nor our workers
appear dedicated to excellence in
their = products. ~ Our: political
speeches are stale and repetitive.
Our newspapers and magazines
rarely publish pieces that stir the
heart or fascinate the mind. Our
film makers are reluctant to ex-
plore the regions of man’s nobility.
Our convocation addresses are dull
and problem-oriented; they arouse
neither controversy nor hope.

There are, to be accurate, excep-
Constructive intellectual
skill is not dead in our land. One
does run into gifted men of good-
will. Generally speaking, however,
it is the oppressive presence of
mediocrity and the absence of ex-
cellence that one feels.

A Goyernor is well placed to
breathe quality into this atmos-
phere. He may not, apart from
exceptional circumstances, wield
political power. Yet he has numer-
ous opportunities for raising the
intellectual, ethical and cultural
life of the community. Universi-
ties seek his talks. Scientific
bodies ask him to lend his inaugu-
rating hand. Legislators are oblig-
ed to hear him every now and
then. Painterg solicit his.words on
art at their exhibitions., Writers
request him to release their books.
To his lawns, drawing rooms and
dining tables all .who are asked
come.

It is a pity that these opportuni-
ties are not being fully utilised.
The truth, of course, is that when
Governors are chosen their capa-
city to raise the level of culture
seldom enters into the calculations.
Political interests, and party inter-
ests at that, seem to count most.
Raj Bhavans have often succeeded
in curing dangerous or potentially
dangerous politicians of their rest-
less, ambitious instincts.. At other
times they have accommodated
men of venerable age or those who
at critical moments were politic-
ally valuable.
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Perhaps the time has come for
a fresh look at the role of Govern-
ors, a new appreciation of the
immense good they can do and a
greater effort at finding the best
men for the jobs.

We cannot afford to forget the
emergency part that a Governor is
liable to be called to play. He has
to be ready to cope with defections
and the formation of new blocs
and alignments in the legislature.
Under our Constitution it is the
Governor who, in the formal and
at times a deeper sense, asks the
Chief Minister .to form a Govern-
ment or causes him to resign. A
Governor therefore has to have
reserves of political alertness. He
needs also a devotion to constitu-
tional propriety. But these emer-
gency qualities, essential ag they
are, are not enough for a Governor
in India during these times.

Let no one say that men (or
women) of distinction and refine-
ment are unavailable. Many sour-
ces exist: the armed forces, indus-
try, the universities and others.
And there is no need to rule poli-
tics out. What is needed is a deci-
sion by the powers that be that
the President’s representatives in
our state capitals will be some of
India’s finest men and women.

Similar observations could be
made about the naming of heads
of universities. A Vice-Chancellor
in present-day India needs, in
addition to the attributes mention-
ed above, that rare blend of flexi-
bility and firmness without which
“student unrest” and gheraos
would down him.

Are we not suffering from an
excess of politics? It takes far too
much of newspaper space and radio
time. The art of politics has its
value and its place. But we must
be conscious also of the art of liv-
ing. Thig art, its broadest and
deepest meaning, has to be culti-
vated. And it hag to be sensitive-
ly and selflessly demonstrated.
It can be passed on by example,
and serve as an antidote to the
cynicism in our atmosphere.

Looking for the best
space-distribution

in steel cupboards?

The STORWEL
Wardrobe gives you the
greatest advantages.
Every cubic centimetre is
utility planned —with or
without centre. partition
and locker. -
Extra depth for
hanging clothes.

Plus several major
advantages that only
Godrej can offer.

¢ elegant design

e gxcellent finish

e sacure locking device

e choice of colours :

o the Godrej standard of
quality

Call on us oron our
dealers.We shall be happy
to help you choose

the STORWEL that suits |
your needs best.

®

Storwel Stores Safer
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Dyestuft
‘manufacturers!

Colour-Chem
offers you:
Acetoacetic Methyl Ester

and the family of
Acetoacet Arylamides,
Acetoacetanilide
Acetoacet-o-Chloranilide
Acetoacet-o-Toluidide

Colour-Chem can now provide the .
dyestuff industry with these intermediates, conforming
to the highest international standards.

Yet another Colour-Chem contribution to
import substitution!

¥ For your requirements please contact: S
Colour-Chem

COLOUR-CHEM LIMITED
Ravindra Annexe, Dinshaw Vachha Road, Bombay 400020
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WINNERS
First Prize of Rs 25 goes to
Mahesh Ganatra, Panchnath

FPlot, 16, Krishna Bhavan,
Rajkot-1. (1 mm from ball).

Second Prize (Bagle Vacuum
Flask) goes to Bro T.0.R.
Remegius, Franciscan T.
Institute, Ranchi, P.B,123,
Bihav-1. (1.2 mm from ball)

JACKPOT

Next week

GOMPETITION No. 339
SOLUTION

FIND THE BALL

Competition No.342

g 2nd Prize
¥ EAGLE Vacuum Flask

or more

® On the ball wins Jackpot*
® Nearest entry wins Rs. 25

(HOW TO PLAY]

The ball in this crigket action picture has been painted
out. All you have to do is to mark a cross ( not circle,
Arrow, etc) where you think the ball is. Then cut out
the picture and coupon and send it to “'Find the Ball"
cjo HIMMAT, white House, 81 Walkeshwar Road, Bombiy 6WB
before noon on Thursday AUGUST 2

The winner will be announced in the fallowing issue
You may not send more than Six_Entries in any
¢empetition, N.B. only one cross may be marked
on each picture. The Editer's decision is final,

——

*Each week half the prize of Rs. 50 will be awarded to
the nearest entry. The other hall will be carried forward
to a “Jackpot" to be won.by the first competitor who

marks EXACTLY the centre of the ball. This Jackpot

Prize will accumulate by Rs. 25 per week until it is won,

BLOCK LETTERS

| agree 10 the rules of the zompelition as outiined above

Rs. 75

Quality is our watchword
from the beginning.
Thousands of engines in use
with the farmers and other
users in the country

and abroad are ample proof
of this fact,

Now, IS1 also certifies this.

KIRLOSKAR ENGINES—
FARMERS' FIRST CHOICE.

KIRLOSKAR OIL ENGINES LTD,

13, Laxmanrao Kirloskar Road,
Kirkee, Poona 3.

® Reglsterad User —
Kirloskar Oll Engines Ltd,, Poona-3,

Tom & Bay/KO-7318-8
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The Air-
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ndians.

You know them,we fly them.

Who are the Air-Indians?

You know them all.
They are Indians who have put
their country on the world’s
industrial map, Indians who
have carried the liquid notes of
their music to distant lands,
Indians whose films have lent a
lyrical vision to world cinema,
Indians whose feet have

when you fly Air-India, you fly

transmitted the rhythm of ekt
your very own airline.

Indian dance across the seas,
Indians who are leaders in
sport, in science, in technology.
Air-Indians are Indians who are
proud of their country, proud
to fly their country’s airline.
When you fly Air-India,
you fly with your people, your
culture and your flag. In fact,
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