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The Fox and the hounds

THE Fox 1s WOUNDED. Go for the kill and finish it.
That is the attitude of many Opposition parties to
the Congress at the Centre. It accounts for the
ferocity of the coming Presidential elections. “De-
feat the Congress choice, Dr Husain, and even the
Central Government may fall,” is the argument.

No holds are barred and even personal attacks
have been indulged in on flimsy grounds by a Jan
Sangh organ that has convinced itself it is the only
protector of the nation’s interests.

Some suggest a national government at the Centre
with the Congress sharing power; others want a
United Opposition Government. Some Opposition
stalwarts in Parliament have tramped in the desert

for so long that their hands reach out at every

mirage for a drink of power. Yet men in their parties
enjoy power in at least eight States. These
arties are in no hurry to prove their worth in ad-
ministration there though they are eager to dis-
Jodge the Congress from its fulcrum of power at
the Centre. '

One proposal of Dr ILohia is worth consider-
ing: that the Opposition Governments should set
themselves one or two tasks to achieve within a
fixed period of six months and if they can’t, then
resign. \ :

The nation does not want further political insta-
bility. It has given its decision and it wants the
parties to pursue competitive politics of achieve-

ment. Let the Opposition merit ¢
i - 7 ower t C
and then let them have it . power at the Centre

Scrambled egg-heads

WiLL INDIA ACHIEVE its food targets by 1970? United
Gtates Ambassador to India My Chester Bowles
says: Yes. Co-authors of a frightening book
Famine 1975 say: No. Bowles and the co-authors
william and Paul Paddock are fighting out their
respective cases -in the columns of the New York
Times.

Mr Chester Bowles has done more than any other
American to bring massive US assistance to India.

Co-authors Paddock believe that beyond 1970
there will be a food crisis, the US will not be able

" to help all nations and will have to choose “which

nations to save and which nations not to save”.
India, they say, will be in the latter category; it is
neither a reliable friend nor a potent enemy.

They see no hope in the Indian Government’s
programme for agricultural development. The Pad-
dock theory needs to be assailed on two grounds—
the factual and the humanitarian.

On page 13 HIMMAT carries an interview with
the leader of a Canadian farmers’ delegation which
toured India last year. Farmer Mr Paul Babey says:
“I had never seen a crop of wheat in Canada or
anywhere else to match that produced at the Gov-
ernment Research Farm in New Delhi.” “India,”
adds Mr Babey, ‘“‘possesses vast agricultural poten-
tial: .. 3% All it needs is fertiliser and water.”

What is a cause for concern is the callous way
that some men in authority have of looking at the
needs of the world. The Times of India’s corres-
pondent in Washington reports that “official think-
ing in the US is fast veering to the same cussed
view... In the Age of Famines, power will rest
with those countries which can spare food to send
to others who need it. Food will be the basis of
power politics. ~ US thinkers and policy planners
are unsentimentally preparing for the catastrophe,

for the US will have to decide ‘who' will survive
and who will not’.”

Advanced scientific research in the laboratoi-ies of .

?he .“fest, especially experiments in birth and death,
1S glving more control in the hands of few men over
t!ne lives of their fellow men. Surplus food preduc-
tion is giving power to some nations over others.

It will be a sad day for America and the world

if in'a quest for power and control she is robbed

of a conscience which is her richest heritage. Will
her colq-blooded egg-heads with their computer
minds triumph over her humanitarian statesmen?

What price C-ommanealth?

MANY' Ask whether the' Commonwealth can long
“ngls.tsnd the conflicting internal pressures of race
;‘1“ 3he(_)10g_v- We ask whether it can long survive
1€ short-sighted policies of its_ creator.

sio{;lstoal}l?ofméed is the British Government’s deci-
rates fo; v three-fold. the long-standing cheap
oo )ePIGSS cables within ‘the Commonwealth.
N 1. mny a word they will rise to threepence

» urgent press cables sixpence to eleven pence.

. The general public may not realise what a bind-
mg mﬁu(:mce this thas been in providing swift, cheap
Communication of news and developments within
the far-flung Commonwealth. But the British Gov-
croment can hardly plead ignorance of this. The
decision appears all the more unfortunate because
they hope to save only £1 million a year in subsidies.

_Coming hard on the heels of Britain’s .move to
raise tuition fees for overseas students from £75
to £250 a year, thus excluding many of the new
generation rising in Africa and Asia, we wonder
whether Whitehall comprehends what the cost to the
Commonwealth will be of these petty economies.
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One day election

Our rmsT General Elections in 1952
took three months to complete. Our
Fourth /General Elections were com-
pleted last February in 10 days. The
Election Commissioner is now plan-
ning to have a one-day election all
over India. .

~ To complete such an election in a
country the size of India in one day
would be a tremendous achievement.
We have come to a stage where we
know how to conduct an election
well.* Then we let the politicians in
and the trouble begins.

More than weunded

IT 15 reporTED that Congress Presi-
dent Kamaraj the other day refus.ed
to speak at a party. workers’ meeting
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“But Mr. Minister, the sweets are
meant for the children. You get
a garland.”
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in Madras. His supporters said that
he had taken a vow not'to speak in
public for three or four months more.

From what I gather, the debacle
of the Congress Party at the elec-
tions and his own defeat has come
as a severe-shock to Mr Kamaraj, not
unlike the shock Mr Nehru had when
China invaded India in 1962. = One
of the members of the Syndicate

who has been soundly trounced in

the elections told his colleague, “I
have been wounded in'these elec-
tions but Kamaraj has been shaken.”

Please investigate

AN AUSTRALIAN LADY sent us the
following item from The Herald,
Melbourne, April 13:—

“A Melbourne woman (stirred by
grim reports of starvation in Inidia)
recently collected 400 lbs of ~dried
milk. She arranged for an airline to
freight it to Calcutta. Now both she
and the airline have heard from
the Indian Customs that the consign-
ment has been destroyed—because
import duties were not paid.”

Just a few hundred miles, from
Calcutta port, people are starving in
Bihar. Would the Collector of Cus-

‘toms investigate ' this case? “Is the

milk destroyed or sold in the black
market?” the Australian reader of
HinviavzAaT asks. /

It is shocking that when the world
wants to help India there are men
with such a twisted mentality within
our administration that they claim
to 'destroy the food and insult friends
of foreign lands who go out of their
way to sweat and sacrifice in order
to save our people.

Turn-khaddar

JavaPraxasa Naravan has rightly
deprecated the crossing of floors by
legislators. He said 'such “turn-coats”
should not be admitted to any party.
They should resign  their seats and
face elections again. '
In 1951 when the first lot of lead-
ing Congressmen left the Party, in-
cluding ‘T, Prakdsam, J. B, Kripalani
and others; Tenneti Visyanathan,
then an MLA and Mayor of Vizag

“on an “operational level”.

Words are the most powerful

drug used by mankind.
Rupvarp KrpLing, 1865—1936

resigned both his seats and stood for
re-election to the Assembly. He felt
it was ethical to do so.

The Congress then decided that
they would not put up an official
Congress candidate against him.
Viswanathan is now an Independent
MP.

Rain to order

ParTs oF BmHAR may soon have arti-
ficial rain to overcome the drought.
It will be the first time that experi-
ments in artificial rain will be tried
Indian
scientists, by sprinkling common salt
or a combination of silver and iron
in, the atmosphere, will create arti-
ficial rain. The particles mixed with
the clouds help the formation of
droplets which then rain down be-
cause of their increased weight. The
“cloud-seeding” as it is called is re-
gularly used in Israel to increase
the rainfall by as much as 18 per
cent and there is no reason why
India should not speed up this pro-
cess rather than let our people and
cattle starve for water and food-.

Republi‘can monarch

Kinc  Saup, former ruler of Saudi

Arabia had, in his time, opposed the
Republican regime in Yemen but has
now made peace with the Yemen

republicans and under the aegis of -

the. UAR has served notice on his
brother  King Feisal to reclaim the
throne of Saudi Arabia. Saud claim-
ed he left his throne two years ago.
to avoid bloodshed, hoping that
others would come to their senses.
But now the ex-monarch says he is
“ready to 'make all sacrifices”. .

It is amazing that dissident mon-
archs are not very different from dissi-
dent Congressmen and always have
a good excuse for their volte face.

93i_diae
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Congress and Opposition

poised for showdown
by ANTENNA_

NEW DELHI The election of the
third President of the Indiah Repub-
lic tomorrow has become enmeshed
in a raging battle of statements and
counter-statements in which ques-
tions of high moral principles, state
polity and character
co-mingle fairly equally.
In the last fortnight, newspaper
and news agency offices in the capi-
tal have been virtually stormed by
delegations of lawyers, doctors, uni-
versity dons, school teachers, parlia-
mentarians and plain individual citi-

zens who want to air their views -

about the suitability or unsuitability
of the two main contenders for this

oﬂ'ice.

:ect may have no impact on the ulti-
mate result of the election, but you
may, be certain of two things. First,
the contest will be close. Secondly,
whoever wins, the controversy will

continue; perhaps with greater inten-

sity and bitterness.

with the country divided between
Congress and non-Congress govern-
nents in the states and a wobbly

-congress regime at the centre, the’

residential office has assumed a
Political -significance it never had
before.

l‘arger role

The new President will be ca‘lled

{ . tl 2 3 .
apow, 10 fle ifloreasxng.l}f complicated
ttern of national politics, to play a

a
ProgfeSSi"elY l.arger role, becomin
turn mediator, arbitrator ap
Y most decision-maker,
tOErhis is why it is of the utmost con-
. to the Congress Party, anxious
4 .otain its feeble hold on the levers
l ower, and to the Opposition,
Ohirsting to thrust the Congress aside,
pether Dr Zakir Husain or Mr
V‘roka Subba Rao becomes in the
k qtter of a few days the next occu-
rﬂqnt of Rashtrapati Bhavan. _
p “The Congress and the Opposition
re therefore poised for a showdown
on May 6, and the outcome of the
Jlection will be vitally significant to
poth sides. The contest will be ex-
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assassination °

What they have said on the sub-

citing, and for the first time since
1950 the result is uncertain:

The Congress has only a slight
edge over the combined Opposition in
votes: A rough calculation shows that
it commands about 52 per cent of
the total 860,000 votes of the elec-
toral college. While each member
of Parliament has 576 votes, those of
the elected members of the state
legislatures are calculated on the
basis of the population of the state
concerned and the strength of its
legislature. _Thus, a member of the
Nagaland, Assembly has .only eight
votes, and one from Uttar Pradesh.
174. :

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi is
fairly. certain of a Congress victory, -
and political observers here gene-
rally agree that her confidence is
justified. But there is a, lingering

fear among some top leaders that a
sizeable number of Congressmen
might flout the Party whip out of
anger, frustration or communal bias
and vote against Dr Husain. . This
fear is sustained by the growing in-
discipline in the Party ranks and the
new rebellious mood of many mem-
bers of Parliament.

There is undoubtedly strong dis-
satisfaetion in the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party at Mrs Gandhi’s at-
tempts to perpetuate what they re-
gard as her personal rule, and this
manifested itself in the defeat of her
nominees in the Party's executive
elections earlier this month.

Mrs Gandhi’s camp followers are
banking not only on the continuing
unity of the Congress Party but also
on the rift in the Opposition ranks.
While the main Opposition parties
in Parliament are fairly united  in
supporting Mr Subba Rae, the inde-
pendents and the splinter groups
have shown some hesitation in doing
so. The 22-member Independent
Progressive Group headed by Mr
Humayun Kabir has pledged its

continued on next page
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STAYING AFLOAT

‘HOLD THE PRICE LINE,
MORARJI TELLS INDUSTRY.”

So ran .a newspaper headline last
week. The Deputy Prime Minister
was delivering one of his periodic
broadsides on ‘profiteering” indus-
trialists at the annual - meeting of
the All-India Manufacturers’ Orga-
nisation. )

India has its share of profiteers
and no one can condone their cal-
lous motives at a time when pov-
erty is oppressing a large section
of our people. But Morarji Desai's
theme wears a little thin if one con-
siders the periodic price rises in na-
tionalised services. |

The Indian Airlines Corporation
(cla§sic example of Government in-
efficiency) is bressing for a 10 per
cent lift in fares to commence June
1. With one of the highest records
of aircraft utilisation in the flying
business, plus a long (if unexplain-
ed) waiting list for every flight,
IAC expects to lose Rs 4.61 crores
this year.

In Bombay the Government-run
milk scheme (rightly hailed as a
model dairy project) has just raised
prices by one third.

\

merce study the wholesale price in-
dex has risen 16 per cent in the last
Yyear.
count for mnearly a quarter of the
budget of an industrial worker, have
risen 22 per cent in price.

e‘ating houses, where the majority of
City workers take their meals, have
imcreased prices by 25 per cent
Taxis, an important feature of mid-
dle. class transport, have ‘increased
their rates by one third. One reason

is a 48 per cent Central Excise on
tyres.

According to a Ministry of Com-

Grains and pulses, which ac-

In the private sector, Bombay’s

It. is foolish for either Government
or industry to to blame each other
for this situation. While they go
dee[{er into debate, the ordinary
family goes deeper into debt.

The Government must reverse its
present. emphasis of 90 per cent con-
trols and 10 per cent incentives. In-
dustry must put people before pro-
fits and pay honestly to the Govern-
ment the revenue it requires.

If the officers and crew expend
their energy and talents arguing
over who iS to blame for the leaks
in the bilge, neither deserves to re-
main afloat.
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HAILS Union Minister Triguna
Sen’s realistic response to the
challenge of education and AD-
VISES him to bear with good hu-
mour the speeches of regional poli-
ticians who appear more concern-
ed with the next election than
with the next generation.

*

CONDEMNS the unabashed opportu-
nism of Haryana Chief Minister
Rao Birendra Singh in now re-
nouncing his State’s agreement to
accept Mrs Gandhi’'s arbitration on
the issue of Chandigarh city.

*

GRIEVES that, according to Shri
Jayaprakash Narayan, not one of

the traditionally rich temples in -

the country’ had come forward
with any aid for the famine-hit
people of Bihar and PRAYS that
true charity will prevail.

% :
WELCOMES the agreement between
India and Pakistan to re-establish
reciprocal press facilities permit-
ting correspondents to be station-
ed again in each other’s country,

" and HOPES they will report facts
and not emotions.

*

GROANS over the 16 per cent rise in
the wholesale price index during
the last 12 months, recently an-
nounced by the Ministry of Com-
merce. ‘

*

IS PLEASED to read that Planning
Minister Asoka Mehta at last
wants a “realistic plan” and WON-
DERS why he and his friends did

- not think of it earlier.

*

RIDICULES Dr Jivraj Mehta's sug-
gestion that passports should only
be issued to Indian citizens if their
stay abroad is under conditions not
derogatory to the person’s “self
respect” or the country’s “dignity/’
and STRONGLY REPUDIATES
the suggestion that if a scientist
‘or scholar works with his hands to
earn g living it undermines his
gelf-regpect.

ELECTION SHOWDOWN-from page 5
support to Dr Husain, and so have
six Muslim League MPs. The Dra-
vida Munnetra® Kazhagam is still
wavering, and its final decision will
be known only on the eve of the
poll.

How the Right Communists will
vote is again a matter of speculation.
The Party’s National Council has
indicated its preference for Mr Subba
Rao, but Dr Husain has earned the
fulsome praise of Moscow’s propa-
ganda organs, and this is as good as
a whip, some observers here think.

The presidential election is closely
linked with the fate of Mrs Gandhi’s
Government. Dr Husain is her no-
minee, and she has used all her
authority, not inconsiderable deter-
mination and capacity for political
manipulation to get him accepted by
the Party’s top leaders.

Congress President Kamaraj origi-
nally backed Dr Radhakrishnan for
another term, perhaps to promote
his own factional interests in the
Party. Mrs Gandhi, on the other
hand, saw in Dr Husain’s nomina-
tion one more jolt to the “collective
leadership” headed by Mr Kamaraj.

Might have been avoided

Mrs Gandhi committed one fatal
mistake in the early stages of the
pre-election drama. She failed to

‘understand the new mood for co- .

operation among the non-Congress
parties against the Congress and con-
cluded that ideological and other
differences would prevent their
reaching unanimity- on a candidate.
Had sheé invited these parties to get
together with .the Congress and
evolve a national consensus, she
might have avoided all the embarrass-

ment and bitterness that has been
generated Nnow. .

She tried to make amends by sec-
retly securing opposition agreement
on a compromise formula that their
candidate would be chosen Vice-
President in return for their support
to Dr Husain. She placed this for-
mula before her colleagues after they
had accepted Dr Husain’s candida-
ture, but Mr Kamaraj and Deputy
Prime Minister Morarji Desai reject-
ed it out of hand.

Inverted communalism

The two candidates have acted
with dignity in the midst of this
controversy over their respective
merits, and their public utterances
have been entirely devoid of per-
sonal rancour or malice. = But this
cannot be said of the campaigning
of some of their ardent supporters.
And the attempts of Mrs Gandhi’s
close followers to secure support for
Dr Husain in the name of secularism
is regarded by some political circles
as an inverted form of communalism.

If Mr Subba Rao is elected, al-
though this seems unlikely if the
Congress legislators hold together,
this - would completely . alter the
political scene in Delhi. Mrs Gan-
dhi’s moral authprity to rule at the
centre would vanish, and ' the logical
consequence would be its replace-
ment by a non-Congress Government
or a Congress Government under a
new leader.

The coming election of a President

has brought to the surface the flui-
dity and uncertainty of Indian poli-

tics today. Whatever its outcome,
it will have a powerful impact on the
future course of
country.
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Kerala scraps Prohibition

FROM G. S. KARTHA IN TRIVANDRUM

IN THE ANXIETY to raise additional
revenue for the State Government
to fulfil fresh financial commitments,
the United Front Ministry has scrap-
ped Prohibition, putting an end to
¢y fantastic farce.” The law-abiding
citizen of a “dry area” like Trivan-
drum had to drive only a little over
40 miles to reach Quilon where he
could have a drink and then return.

Confirmed slaves of liquor who
chose to remain within the dry
areas depended largely on illicit
liquor and harmful substitutes local-
ly prepared. A few men made them-
selves rich by trading in illicit liquor,
some of them producing substitute
drinks by using dry battery cells,
chloroform, ammonium chloride,
and several other ingredients, based

‘on formulae of their own, kept as a

«yrade secret”. Doctors say many
»atients treated for stomach diseases
are accustomed to these drinks.

Chief Minister E.M.S. Namboodiri-
ad brushed aside the threats of
Gandhians and Sarvodayites ; to
1aun°h a ‘“state-wide agitation’’. H_lm-
elf personally opposed to drinking,
2 r Namboodiripad threw a challenge
to the agitators: If they were sincere
in their desire to reduce. drinking,
they should do constructive work,
organise state-wide mass propaganda
against the evils of drinking, instead
of vicketing liquor shops. To this
one journalist at the press conference
added: “BYy themselves first abstain-
jng from drinking’’,

prohibition” is lifted in 97 “dry”
taluks out of 55, on certain condi-
tions: liquor should not be serveq
to persons below 18 years of age;

;t should not be served on common

tables in hotels and restaurants, and
po liquor shop should be located
ear temples, mosques, churches,
nhools and hospitals. Economically,
ol decision 1is expected to net Rs 8
t}Ti)sres for the State exchequer.
ibout thirty thousand people in the
dry areas would get le}llaloyment.
In taking this decision, the two
Ministers of the Muslim Leagufa
stood firm by their religious senti-
ments and the Party’s decision and
voted against scrapping the “dry”

Jaws. ¥ '
Evidently, the Ministry was in-
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fluenced by considerations of making
money in its decision to scrap a law
which, if sincerely implemented,
would have made many more homes
happy. A drunkard’s wife wrote an
open letter in a leading Trivandrum
daily addressed to the woman Minis-
ter who holds the Prohibition port-
folio, appealing to her “feminine
conscience” not to scrap prohibition.
Newspaper columns described the
good effects of prohibition on the
community.

Social workers testify that prohi-
bition had enabled several families

u

C/euc CARRIER \

\
to educate their children properly
and develop a better atmosphere in
their homes. Some low income
families were able to own homes,
using the money they had saved. A
new generation free from the liquor
habit had sprung up in the dry areas
where the laws prohibited drinking
for the last 20 years. It was the
working class that was most benefit-
ed by prohibition, as the workers’
families could find money for other
necessities in life when the earning
members stopped drinking.

The whole of Malabar area which
was part of Madras State before the
formation of Kerala, is dry. In Mala-
bar, which has a predominantly Mus-
lim population and where the Lea-
gue has a good hold, one does mnot
know what the reaction of the Mus-
lim masses will be to the decision of
the Ministry. If the League Minis-
ters had voted for Prohibition-scrap-
ping, it is believed they would have
incurred the wrath of their commu-
nity. However, the Chief Minister
Mr Namboodripad does not “antici-
pate any “trouble” from the Muslim
League. The League would not take
any attitude that might eventually
force them to lose what they have
politically gained. &

All eyes are. now turned to the
agitators for prohibition to see how
they would take up the new chal-
lenge of the situation.

The article “Under the Lens” is
this week printed on page 15
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Thisroad-sign that ( you see spells danger
ahead. It warns you
Crossing you are app-
arenot cautious the
ing by can cause havoc.
look both ways before
he unguarded railway

v

————————

you cross YRVESTER
crossing. R_______BILWA$
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of an un-manned level
roaching, and if you
speeding wheels roll-
Therefore stop and

HEAR\
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FROM THE WORLD’S CAPITALS
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British voter resents Labour’s medicine

FROM Gorbon WIisE

LONDON The inunicipal elections throughout the country have resulted in
what the street posters call “a Labour massacre”.

Out of fifty-nine counties Labour
now retains control in only three.
The Conservatives have the rest.
The Chairman of the Conservative
Party, Mr Edward du Cann, claimed,
“We have won the most convincing
and widespread victory ever achiev-
ed in local elections.”

The Prime
Minister, pub-
licly, " is un-
daunted and al-
though he does
not 'attempt .to
minimise the
debacle, he has
affirmed . that
the Government
will not change
its policies, the
temporary unpopularity of which he
claims to have forecast. Vi

‘Certainly, the bitter medicine of

abour’s economic policies does not
please an electoral palate now long

Mr Wilson

accustomed to consuming whatsoever
it fancies. And no serious student of
the nation’s need can doubt that
stern discipline is necessary to bide
time for economic recovery and to
pay cff debts. '

‘It was notable that sterling streng-
thened on the world markets after
the “no change” budget because for-
eign buyers and creditors - -knew that
Britain meant business and that she
was going to work her way out of
the mire. .

The people’s verdict on Labour’s

\rule at Westminster, as reflected in
the council chambers, is an expres-
sion of distaste for what is good for
them.

The best that a voter can hope is
that Mr Wilson will not bend neces-
sarily firm policies to popularise his
Government, but at the same time
that he will lend an ear to what is
obviously popular discontent with
aspects of his policies.

\. : Art for Mao’s sake \

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT T

ONG KONG  «p
arts poetry, literature—into an ideolo

a period o unimaginative mediocrit

fﬂ,strating to her artists”,

So vyrote the editor of Current
goene in Hong Kong in October,
1965. Now we read of one of China’s

violinists and composers, Ma

g)zlfl-chung, \being given asylum in
o US after having escaped through

Hong Kong in January.

He was reported as saying in a
New York press interview that he
and 500 persons, nearly all the per-
sonnel in the Ministry of Culture
nd the Conservatory, were rounded
by the Red Guards and kept in
sort of concentration camp to
undergo thought reform. “I spent
103 days in a dreadful hideout for

up

devils and demons and underwent
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he Party’s determination to squeeze all culture—music,
gical, Socialist culture may doom China
Yy unworthy of the Chinese tradition and

what is too painful to describe,” he
said. He called the cultural revolu-
tion “a disastrous blow to culture”.
Interestingly enough he sai

was thankful to Mao because,a;ge l:)?f
Mao’s thoughts had given him the
strength and determination to get
out of China! The thought? “Keep
your resolve, do not fear any sacri-
ﬁ_ce and sweep away all the difficul-
ties in order to achieve victory.”

The day I read of Ma Szu-chung’s
victory I was passing the luxurious
new shop set up by the Chinese Com-
munists for selling their ancient and
modern works of art to the half a

continued on next page

- The week in ASIA -

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan has
turned down an Indian proposal
for talks to reduce expenditure on
arms. Mr Sharifuddin Pirzada in
a reply to Mr Chagla said arms
limitation could be realistically
tackled if an effort was simul-

taneously made to reach accord on
Kashmir.

MOSCOW — China has been cut
to size in new Soviet maps. The
maps clearly mark out all auto-
nomous regions—Tibet, Sinkiang
—Uigur, Mongolia, Kwangsi
Chuang and Ning Hsia Huei. The
border between China and India is
not shown.

COLOMBO — Indian estate work-
ers and their employers have
signed a collective agreement
covering a basic wage rise,
gratuities and vrepatriation. It
took three years of hard bargain-
ing to reach this accord.

HONG KONG — Indonesia expell-
ed China’s Charge d’Affaires and
Consul-General to Indonesia after
b_la.ming them for worsening rela-
tions between the two countries.
China retaliated by ordering two
Indonesian envoys out of Peking.

I‘IANILA — Japan’s Foreign
Minister Takeo Miki pledged to
help developing countries of South
East Asia. Japan was ready to
commit about 1 per cent of the
8Tross national income as aid, to be

Supervised by the Asian Develop-
ment Bank.

HONG KONG — The Peking ver-
slon of the “Untold Story” is out.
The New China News Agency said
that prior to the “attack on China”
Indian officials were in constant
contact with diplomats and high-

ranking officials of the United
States.

COLOMBO — Ceylon is to form an
Agricultural Corps of 15.000 un-
employed youth. They will be uti-
lised in construction, irrigation
Works and clearing forests, accord-
ing to Ceylon’s Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power.

MANILA — The Asian Develop-
ment Bank has accepted a propo-
sal to supervise the operations of
a special $300 million fund to be
set up to finance agricultural deve-
lopment of South East Asia.

TOKYO — In Lanchoo where
China has its nuclear evergy
centre, hundreds of Red! Army
men and Maoist Red Guavds are
reported to have been killed in
armed clashes.
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million “capitalist” and “imperia-
list? tourists who flock into Hong
Kong with their millions of dollars
every year. It was opened two
months ago with the largest, most
ensive and noisiest explosion of
firecrackers I have' ever seen.

Such waste of money and displa?/
of superstition (or was it “prestigi-
ous” noise?) would not have been
permitted today on the Mainland.
But here the various stores sponsor-

ed by the Chinese Communist Gov-
ernment follow the old Chinese cus-
tom of driving away evil spirits.

Anyhow, one shipload of tourists
would easily cover the cost by their
purchases. Last year Communist
China’s trade balance in Hong Kong
was $900 million:

I was attracted by the display of
ivory in the window. They were
beautifully carved and polished as I
could see even at a distance. But
when I got closer I saw that they
were not the exquisitely carved

Kuan Yin (goddess of mercy) or the

Eight Immortals or even Old Long-
evity (god of old age) as I.had ex-
pected. Apparently mythological and
religion is out. These figures were
workers—a woman at a wash tub (no
washing machines yet), a group of
workers with arms linked to show
solidarity, and so on. They were
well nourished and obviously heal-
thy, for Communism must produce
people like that and not the willowy,
anaemic and scholarly types of the
carvings under  China’s previous
rulers.

The ivory carvers, like all artists
in Mainland China, have to use their
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art to portray and mediate Com-
munism to the world. The old his-
torical and mythological scenes
carved so delicately along the curve
of an ivory tusk are still done in
Hong Kong but not in the People’s
Republic of China. Communist art
must express Mao Tse-tung’s thought

and glorify the Socialist revolution.

Art for art’s sake is akin to treason
in Mainland China. So be it.
This large shop is also crammed
full of old Chinese curios and valu-
able works of art—carvings, paint-
ings, vases, lacquer screens and
blackwood furniture. Could it be
that some of them were acquired at
the height of the Red Guard acti-
vity a few months ago when all such
“bourgeois and capitalistic rem-
nants” were forcibly cleared out
from many homes in Peking, Shan-
ghai, Canton and all over China?

. exports.

The week in INDIAS

NEW DELHI — The net effect of
devaluation is a further drop in
According to an official
review in the eight months after
devaluation, India’s exports fell by
$129.9 million.

BOMBAY — The major resorts of

Maharashtra and some small poc-
kets in Bombay will soon g0 “wet”
according to a proposal made by
the State’s dry law authorities.
This is to eliminate illicit distilla-

Tea crisis brews in Ceylon

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT !

tion to a great extent.

JATPUR — Three hundred boys
will be involved in a ‘“catch ’em
young” drive of the Union Govern- '

For his textile mills Batliboi manufacture
and install Humidification Plants. Controlling
humidity and temperature. Creating the

COLOMBO Tea, Ceylon’s biggest foreign exchange earner (650 per cent),\
seems to be running into major difficulties, The mid-grown and low-grown

“BATLIBOI gave me both-

right atmosphere
and right machinery !”

right atmosphere for hygroscopic fibres.
Removing dust particles so harmful to
the employees.

Batliboi also supply modern machinery for
textile manufacture. Boosting produgtion
and giving an overriding advantage to the
spinner and the weaver who work to
clothe India's millions.

Amellorair — Industrial Alrconditioning
and Ventiiation plants.

8.1':o-l.¢mnll‘l Beos
High Production Combers
and Magnedraft Drafting System

Cooper-Draper — Automatic looms.
Barber Coiman — Automatic Winding Warping.
Comet — Hydro Extractors.

Crompton & Knowles —Fancy weaving
Automatic looms dabby or Jacquard.

tchinose-Screen printing machinery.

¥oa — Non-touch Pirn winders.

Curtis & Marble~ Shearing & Cropping Machines.
Rayonier Inc. — Rayon Grade Wood Pulg.
Embroidery Machinernn

Regd. Office: Post Box No. 190 A
Forhes Street, Bombay 1.
Bvenches » Assdciate o Agencies ALL OVER INDIA

THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE O, LTD.

INDIA’S LARGEST GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY
FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL INSURANCE

,  THIS IS

M. G. ROAD, BOMBAY-I
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teas have been the hardest hit, and, for the first time,
drawn from the auctions due to lack of buyers.

year of Ceylon tea.

The FAO estimates that by 1970
Pl-oduction will far exceed consump-
tion. This serious imbalance will
have repercussions not only in majc.)r
tea-producing countries like India
and Ceylon, but also in tea-produc-
ing African countries. Unless an ex-
tensive campaign is begun to in-
crease tea sales, the threat to Cey-
Jon’s economy looms larger every
da\);,\.lith less tea exported and less
money available to import the ma-
chinery needed ;to modernise indus-
try and agric_ulture, the crisis is as-
suming alarmmg. Proportions. Input
capacity, d.ependg)g totally on export
earnings, industrialisation ang me-
chanisation plans, is gl thre

ernment will have to take emergency
'Stel\gjsr D. B. Ellepola, outgoing
Chairman of the Low Country Plan-
rers Association (LCPA) described
the crisis at the annual general meet-
ing held recently. An outdated me-
thod of transferring tea from pro-
Jucer to customer with a few mono-
oly fims in the middle who con-
trolled the prices and made a big
rofit, was stated to be the primary
cause of the ills. He referred to a
GATT paper which suggests over-
hauling the present system where
tea is auctioned in London and

Hivmat, May 5, 1967

tea has had to be with-
Ironically this is the centenary

Colombo, and to explore other chan-
nels of trade. )

Ceylon’s proposal that a perman-
ent study group of the FAO should
deal with the tea industry has been
totally opposed by the African tea-
producing countries, Kenya, Uganda
and Malawi. They state in their def-
ence that this will pe the first step
to restrictive measures. This argu-
ment is based on the thought that as
poor countries with limited export
capabilities, they must export as
much as they produce.

Yet there is tremendous scope for
the sale of  tea being pushed up.
New methods of promotion, better
quality and efficient marketing, with
open markets and direct bu

TV comes to Pakistan

FROM A CORRESPONDENT

LAHORE 7o have a television net-
work has bhecome Something. of g
statt_ns Symbol and that must be the
motivation to Persuade a country like
Pakistan to spend some Rs 50 mil-
lion, most of it in Scarce foreign ex-
change,
The official thinking is that it will
one day be valuable for education,
but, with the expense and scarcit
of sets and a range of only 30 miles,
the villages are hardly reached. Eyen
when a larger transmitter is installed

continued on next page

ment. Youngsters between 12 and
16 will be given a 20-day intensive
coaching at Dehra Dun and Ban-
galore from June 5 in atheletics,
basketball, football, hockey and
volleyball.

A

SHILLONG — Muiva, General Sec-
retary of the Naga National Coun-
cil (political wing of the under-
ground) is reported to have esca-
ped to China. He is one of the top
rebel thinkers and close ally of
Naga leader Phizo, now is the US.

CHANDIGARH — Chief Minister
Gurnam Singh said Punjab would
not back out of the commitment
for the Prime Minister’s arbitra-
tion on Chandigarh. He stood for
cutting all links with Haryana.

MONGHYR — Forty men and wo-

_ Mmen from Australia will visit India

in October on a yoga study tour.
The leader is Miss Roma Blair,

— atened : ying, may NOw named Swami Nirmala-
[BATLIBOI] | There bein% no other commodity glsfnplt(iagrc} to increased world con- nanda.
BAT | A .
LiBOI ;\ which an b ex%)fﬁ'te_d to such an A it T
. ext_el‘lt 1 be ba] n dteah export ﬁ_re to the Indian Rayon Corpora-
3 , earnings wi € balanced, the Goy- o'y dHctors aud Tovsca s 6b
Batlibol s coueany prvate tmrmep

lakhs damage. Some workers ob-
Jected to outsiders being brought

for employment, said the District
Collector.

JATPUR—Mr Mohanlal Sukhadia
was sworn in as Chief Minister
after Governor Hukum Singh had
gone through the rival lists.
Sukhadia told newsmen that he
would soon ask experts to suggest
simplification of tax laws.

ERNAKULAM — The Union Gov-
ernment had sanctioned a coastal
road between Cochin and Bombay.
This would link Cochin port with
Bombay port by a mational high-
way along the west coast.
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——The week_ elsewhere—

BEHIND GREEK CRISIS

NEW DELHI-The Ambassador of
Greece to India, in a letter to the
Indian Express, gives the background
to recent events in Greece:

Although the King himself is in no
way involved in the recent develop-
ments it must be stated quite frankly
that the average Greek officer is at this
moment, to my mind, addressing him-
self to both right and left politicians
and saying “a plague on both your
houses.”

When King Constantine acceded to
the throne during the Premiership of
George Papandreou there was every
reason to believe that strife between
the ruling party and the monarchy had
peen quelled. The King was on the
pest of terms with Premier Papandreou
and the latter spoke in glowing terms
of the young‘and popular royal couple.
But in life and particularly in politics
there is always a fly in the milk. This
is the tragedy. One might say a ‘Greek
tragedy’ involving a father and a son.

And let us come now to the recent
developments. The King asked ex-
Premier Papandreou to participate in a
Crown Council with the other political

leaders with a view to forming a coali-
tion Government. Papandreou not only
rejected outright this solution but did
not even agree to attend the <Council
should this be convened for this pur-
pose. The King then asked the leader
of the next largest party to form a
Government which, failing to obtain a
vote of confidence, proclaimed elections
for May 28. From this moment the
Papandreou Party, father and son,
aided and abetted by the extreme left,
raised their voices still more vocifer-
ously against the throne implying
that the next elections would consti-
tute a plebiscite against the monarchy
and calling on their followers to revolt.

The present Prime Minister, in his
recent proclamation, is the first fto
admit that a constitutional deviation
has taken place as a temporary
measure . until. the country, when
passions have been calmed, can renew
its parliamentary life but adds that
the nation had to be saved on the very
brink of a precipice leading to a
national catastrophe.

Papandreou, the father, is not a
leftist fire brand—I could’ even go
further and say that he was not even
averse to constitutional monarchy—his
son was and is. And what is more

important is that the father's weak-
ness towards his son and his wish that
his offspring should be his political
heir obliges him at all times, despite his
better judgement, to submit to his son’s
irresponsible antics. |
The present Government headed by
a distinguished former Attorney-Gene-
ral of the Supreme Court, wishes to
establish calm and tranquillity and a
cessation of mob rule squealing slogans
of national disintegration and treason
to Greece’s traditional alliances.
JOHN PHRANTZES,
Ambassador of Greece

S TAAANNS
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with a range of 70 miles, the educa-
tional value will not be enhanced.

Already complaints are coming in
that family life is being disrupted
by the new device. Children sit
glued to the ‘“goggle-box” and nor-
mal home relations and family meals
go by the board. Were the television
authorities to give in to the flood of
cheap sex and violence TV films
which are so easily available from
the West, family life would suffer
even more. At present there seems
to be no intention of doing this.

cement, indispensable toa developing country.
" KIRLOSKAR ELECTRIC help to' make it.

Cement is a vital necessity in our rapidly developing economy; with the
¢ giant dams, new roads and industrial complexes coming up,‘the nation
% needs all the cement it can produce. g

Kirloskar Electric Company is playing its part in the Industry’s endeavour to
increase production, and a wide range of Kirloskar Electric motors are in
operation in all the leading cement factories in the country.

Manufacturers

KIRLOSKAR ELECTRIC CO. LTD. ;

P, 0. BOX NO. 1017 BANGALORE.3 INDIA

Sole Distributors: PARRY & CO. L.TD.
P. O, Box No. 208, Calcutta 1
P, 0. Box No. 506, Bombay 1 BR P, O.8Box No, 172, New Delhi 1

P. O, Box No. 12, Madras 1
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THE STOCKY, DARK-HAIRED man in his
Jate thirties spoke with eagerness
and intensity. “After returning from
India something in me makes me
want to go back.”

“We saw numerous institutions
doing a fabulous amount of re-
search,” he said, “but so little effec-
tive work being done to get the re-
sults down to the level of the farmer.
India possesses vast agricultural

otential.  Its soil and climate are
jdeal. All it needs is fertiliser and
Water.”

Paul Babey is President of the
Farmers’ Union of Alberta. ILast
year he and twelve other -farmers
from Alberta,  Saskatchewan and
Manit.oba toured  agricultural pro-
jects in Indlaa The ‘effort cost them
Rs 12,660 each. Each paid from his
wn pocket. “We were interested in
. xploring fresh markets for Cana-
Jian wheat. But basically farmenrs
o humanitarian,” he said. “What
cally intrigued us was the search
;or some way ‘Canada could help.”
An carlier trip made by the Farm-
s’ Union (FUA) to the People’s
Republic of China speeded the pur-
chase by China of millions of tons
of Canadian wheat paid for by the
Chinese on time and in foreign ex-
changé- Babey’s trip to India pro-
duced another result, It was one
wufactor” he says in the Canadian

Government’s  decision to increase

Hoamar, May 5, 1067

“Indian agriculture needs
application. not just research®

food aid to India from 18 million
bushels a year to 85 million.

Babey farms 800 acres 200 miles
north east of Edmonton where 40
degrees below zero is common in
Yvinter and the growing season lasts
just three months. His job as Presi-
dent of the FUA $lls his weeks in
Edmonton, but he does 75 per cent
of his own farm work.

How would you compare Chinese
and Indian agriculture from your
“isits to these countries?
“My outstanding impression  is
that China had learned how to cap-
ture the monsoon. Earth dams are
everywhere holding back the rain
waters and producing a tremendous
acreage under irrigation and lush
rice crops. I was disappointed to
see so little of this in India.”
What agricultural projects im-
pressed you in your Indian tour.
"I had never seen a crop of wheat
in Canada or anywhere else in the

world to match that produced at the'

. Government' Research Farm at New
Delhi. They were experimenting
with a Mexican variety and produc-
ing 100 to 120 bushels an acre. We

have not yet reached this target in
Canada. Any place I saw in India
that was

' using irrigation was grow-
Ing tremendous crops. \

“Aarey Milk Colony outside Bom-.

bay was another impressive project.
It is an efficient dairy using modern
methods of feeding “and Processin
milk. Punjab had the most healthg
agriculture we saw. There was Z
sense of order. People knew what
they were doing and took pride in
their crops and in the fact that they
were producing a food surplus.” 5

W{u'zt do you think of the land
ceiling measures the Government
s trying to adopt? ‘
V1Y Impression is that in Ind;
units are getting smaller and srlx?altl}:
through  inheritance, Many of them
are already too small to apply any
form of mechanisation, It is essential

to siphon people off the land into
industrialisation.”

What did you think of the officials
you dealt within India?
“It seemed to me that among far

. Agriculture

" too many of them was the attitude,

‘What we don’t do today, we can
always do tomorrow’. After the tour
I wrote the Minister of Food and
asking how Alberta
farmers could help India. Three
months later a reply came from the
Ministry. I was asked to channel
all funds to the Government for re-
search work on bullock harnesses.
First of all I am against further re-
search. What is needed is applica-
tion. Secondly, I do not think gov-
ernments use efficiently funds for
which they are not directly respon-
sible. .The FUA have decided to
provide funds instead to manufac-
ture steel ploughs in India and dis-
tribute them to individual farmers
SO as to demonstrate on as wide a
scale as possible their effectiveness.”

How can Canada aid the deve-
lopment of Indian agriculture?

“I am urging that 'Canada, and
the United States, but particularly
Canada, provide large capital grants
on a scale similar to the Marshall

P.lan (the vast American economic

aid _Programme that provided the
capital to reconstruct Europe after
the Second World ‘War) to specific

industries such as the chemical in-

dustry producing fertilisers.”

MAs a result of his visit to India
are urging the Government of Al-
erta to set up a Canadian “produc-
tion team” consisting of five mem-
bers, a Ph D specialist in agriculture
and four Practising farmers, in some
part of India to demonstrate to the
f'armers in a wide area the applica-
tion of the Ilatest knowledge and
tee}miques of production.

I want to get practical farmers
out there,” said Babey. “I know men
who are ready and willing ito go for
no financial gain. But the Indian and
Canadian Governments have not
bought it. They say they want ex-
perts to do research. A practical
farmer knows g great deal more
about the application of theory to
production than do experts. We in
the FUA would co-operate fully in
selecﬁng the right kind of men.”

H, A. R.
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Every night they éhjoy the ‘gentle light ot
Philips Argenta lamps. No hard shadows,
no harsh glare, no eyestrain.

Philips Argenta is unique because it is specially coated
white inside. It gives you all the light you need around
the house. But unlike clear lamps, Argenta gives you
light which is perfectly diffuse and soothing to the eye.
Time you switched to Argenta lamps.

FREE! An informative and useful booklet ‘Guide to
Scientific Homelighting’ is available to you free on request:
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Presidential Election not

a test of secularism

InpiA’s LEGISLATORS and Parliamen-
_tarians vote on Saturday, May 6, to
elect the. country’s new President
and Vice-President. Normally a rout-
ine affair in which the result is a -
foregone conclusion, the present
election is invested with great sig-

_ nificance as the prestige of the Prime

Minister stands behind one of the
candidates and the entire strength of
the Opposition 'is lined up in favour
of the other. ;
Though there are 17 who are
nominally contesting for the Presi-
dentship of India, the real contest is
between Dr Zakir Husain, eminent
educationalist and nationalist with
Gandhian  associations, at present
Vice-President of India, and‘® Mr K.
Subba Rao, who resigned as Chief
Justice of India to seek election.

There has been much criticism of .

the former Chief Justice’s action in
allowing himself to be dragged into
a political campaign and especially
for allowing political parties to_dis-
cuss his candidature for President-
ship when he was still Chief Justice.

The prestigious Mr Setalvad, one
of India’s foremost lawyers and for-
mer Advocate General, set the ball
rolling by his vehement - condemna-
tion of Mr Subba Rao’s conduct.
“Strange the times we live in,” writes
an editor well-known for his fiercely
independent views, “politicians see-
ing nothing wrong in pushing for-
ward the head of the country’s

SAY THAT AGAIN...

“public men and beauty queens are

rarely aware of their declining power.
They must retire in time.”

DR S. RADHAKRISHNAN

judiciary into electioneering, the
incumbent seeing nothing wrong in
coming very close to electioneering
himself.” i

Others have taken up the cause on
behalf of the former Chief Justice.
“It would have been the best thing
for -the nation if the Prime Minister
and her Party had accepted the un-
animous request of the Opposition
parties and Mr Subba Rao had be-
come President without a contest,”
writes India’s elder .statesman, C.
Rajagopalachari, in justification of
Mr Subba Rao’s decision to offer him-
self as a candidate.

Service to the country .

Personally, I do not see anything
improper in the conduct of Mr Subba
Rao. He did not seek the job. It was
offered to him by a coalition of poli-
tical parties. He was unaware that
he was even being considered for
the job until a public announcement
of the Opposition parties’ decision
to support him for Presidentship
had been made over All-India Radio.
It was only natural that he should
seek the clarification of the Oppo-
sition’s decision to sponsor his can-

~ didature. There was nothing overtly

political in the act. Nor is there any-
thing -derogatory to the office of
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
if an incumbent resigns to seek elec-
tion to the highest office in the land.

Some authorities have held that,
by the mere fact of agreeing to con-
test, having once held the office of
Chief Justice, Mr Subba Rao has call-
ed his own integrity into question.
They disqualify him on this count.
This is manifestly wrong. The for-

mer Chief Justice’s integrity isnot in

question. He may even have done a
service to the country by agreeing

Under
the Lens

by R. VAITHESWARAN

the entire nation,

merits of the candidates for the high
office they seek to hold are discussed
in public. For the President is no
demi-god, automatically above cri-
ticism. A distinction has to be made
here between “the king who does no
wrong” in a constitutional monarchy
and a President who is elected.

The US President is a far more
powerful  chief executive than the
Indian President can ever hope to
be. He is the subject of bitter par-
tisan controversy before “election.
Public opinion does not cease to
operate merely because he has been
elected, though. democratic evolution
and precedent do ensure that the
successful individual is accepted by
irrespective  of
party, as Head of State and first in
the nation. :

There is therefore no need for con-
cern that the future President—Dr
Zakir Hussain or Mr K. Subba Rao—
will not get the honour due to their
position and status from the nation
because cf the controversy that pre-
cedes their election.

I welcome the eontest for Presi-

-dentship for it reflects accurately the

present political reality. Occasional-
ly in the past our Presidents tried
to rise above party or assert their
1ndepeqdent position. They were'cut
down to size. They accepted this
fate, even though reluctantly, be-
cause the overwhelming strength of
the Congress Party and the enormous
prestige  of Nehru overshadowed
everything else.

That is no longer true. The Gon-
gress colossus has been shattered
even with reduced majorities; it is

[ e ————— e e ) % — ‘ : s
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- UNDER THE LENS — from page 7
non-entity to whose office formal
homage has to be paid. -

. The previous Presidents, fine and

_able as they were, owed their office
to the pleasure and support of the
Congress Party. The Opposition
may be pardoned for suspecting that

the Congress Party even 'in the pre-

sent election wants to pull greater
weight than warranted by its real
strength by having a more amenable
(and less independent) President.
Mrs Gandhi has not deviated from
tradition in this regard. The suspi-
cion is substantiated by the weight
of their personal support given by
_ the Prime Minister and others to Dr
Zakir Husain, :
This and not secularism is the real
issue in the presidential election. The
contest is a result of the variance in
judgment with respect to the amen-
ability or independence of action of
two candidates, otherwise equally
well qualified. ;
- The Prime Minister and her group
in the Congress Party have, however,
more to lose than the Opposition by
staking their all in favour of one
. candidate. = The Ilatter may lose
prestige by a defeat. The former
may lose power as well.

BOOKS

Mao and his times

.MAO TSE-TUNG, By Stuart Sch-
ram, Penguin Books, 7sh. 6d.

WHAT MANNER OF man is Mao Tse-
tung, one of the most influential, yet
least known, leaders of our century?
Mr Schram’s objective account casts
interesting light on this question.
Mao’s speeches and writings, since re-
vised, enables the author also to illumi-
nate the development of his thinking.

The revolution that swept away
China’s ancient imperial administration
broke out in 1911, when Mao was 17.
In 1921, Mao was a founder-member of
the Chinese /Communist Party. To
allay police suspicions, the 13 delegates
held their final session in the guise
of a picnic on a boat on a lake near
Shanghai. All Mao’s adult life China
has been in ferment. Revolution, which
he was himself to shape, has also shap-
ed him, and accounts for his bhelief in
“permanent revolution” whether label-
led ‘“class-war”, “Great Leap Forward’
or: “Cultural Revolution’.

Until 1927 Mao cooperated with the
Kuomintang, a course urged on the Chi-
nese Communists by the Russians right
up ‘till 1947. When the parties split,
Mao defied Party orthodoxy, according
to which revolution must begin with

the city proletariat, by organising aftl
uprising among the peasants of Kiangsi.

In 1934 the Communists began the
3000-mile Long March to escape encir-
circlement by Kuomintang  forces.
100,000 set out—and about 8000 arriv-
ed a year later in Yenan in North

China. During the March, Mao became
undisputed head - of the Communist
Party.

Mao’s first wife and younger - sister
were executed by the Kuomintang in
1930. From 1928 Mao lived with Ho
Tzu-chen, daughter of a landlord but
leader of a women’s regiment in the
Communist army. She bore him 5 chil-
dren and was one of the few women on
the Long March. In 1937 Ho was sent
to Moscow for medical treatment.
While she was away Mao met his pre-
sent wife, Lan-ping, a film actress. He
divorced Ho and married her.

Natignalism
Mao’s make-up. His earliest published
writing: (1917) urged physical educa-
tion to make the Chinese warlike and
able to resist foreign domination. Mao’s
vivid poems (Schram includes transla-
tions of several) use Chinese history
and legend to illustrate topical events.

Another trait is Mao’s “revolution-
ary romantics’’—a belief that given the
will, man can overcome any difﬁgulties.

This book, abounding in footnotes and
awkward Chinese names, is not always
easy to read. But the effort is worth
making. For it is probably the best ac-
count to date, for the general reader of
Mao and his times. '
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( S his was a Life \

"THE BUDDHA
563—483 BC

Hatred does not cease by hatred
In this world of tooth and claw
Love -alone from hate releases
This is the eternal law.

THUS spoke Gautama Buddha
over 2500 years ago. Born as
Prince Siddhartha, he lived to
lead others to eternal happiness.
. Asita, the holy yogi, predicted
that Siddhartha would abandon
his riches and become a mendi-
cant, with an answer. So the
young prince was married at 16
and- virtually imprisoned with the
luxuries of life.

At 29, he toured the city, care-
fully cleared of all signs of misery
and suffering. But he did see an
old man, a sick man, a corpse and
a beggar on successive journeys.
He realised all men are subject to
birth, decay, suffering' and death.

! Longing to find a way of salva- "
tion he left his pleasures, his wife
and ' newborn son, to become an
ascetic. For seven years, he sub-
jected himself to wvarious self-
denials to attain the truth, but
failed to realise that extreme
ascetism leads to exhaustion and
not to illumination. , He sat under °
a Bo (Peepal) tree determined not
to rise until he found the truth.

Conquering all evils, he realised
the noble eightfold path and
pecame the teacher of men.
Although  attaining Nirvana, he
decided to share hig wisdom "w\ith
all mankind. Thug began a faith
which now claimsg a quarter of the
world’s population. x

He formed th

hist order) Witlr(: Sgrilg:he::oc(lBudd-

i 2 es of
pehaviour. MOVlng from T PR
place he spoke to millions of the
way _of deliverance ang peéce
“The road to happiness is extin.
guishing the fires of passion,
hate and pride,” said the Compag-

. sionate one. ;

In his last days, when many
pegan to weep, he replied. “All
component things are subject to
decay.” He addressed the Bhikkns:
-grethren! Work out your salva-
tion with diligence.!”” He died at
the age of 80 at Kusinara.

Gautama Buddha sought and
obtained a treasure far richer than
any known-—the illuminated mind.
flis message of Ahimsa and peace
will remain forever as a testimony
to his search for the truth.

‘and P S P-—had lent
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POPULATION SOLUTION

THE ARTICLE ‘“Population Solution”
(HIMMAT, April 14) was indeed striik-
ing. It is a well balanced article
full of common sense. If only our
national leaders realised that “It is in-
sanity to believe that men encouraged
and pressured to be as lustful as they
can will still want to sweat and toil for
the nation’s defence, economic progress
or unity’’!

I wish that HIMMAT may bring forth
many more articles of this type to shed
a clear light on this problem of the day.

- Sincere congratulations.

Fr. J. M. De ALMKEIDA,
Procurator
Diocese Vijayapuram
Kottayam

PRESIDENTIAL CHOICE

WHOEVER IS ELECTED President of
India in the election on May 6, 1967, is
apt to be considered a faction Presi-
dent. This seems inevitable, however
unfortunate it may be. A more regret-
table development is thatcommunalism
is being cunningly - induced into the
campaign so as to let emotion and sen-
timent rather than reason and realism
influence the electors’ choice. This hurts
Dr Zakir Husain.
. Some opposition* leaders hope that
communal considerations will weigh
with those Congressmen at the polls.

Support for Dr Husain could have
been canvassed on the basis of his dis-
tinguished record of service not only as
an educationalist and a noted cultural
leader, but also as the Vice-President
of India.

The dignity of the high office de-

~ mands that insinuations like Dr Husain

being bound in the circumstances to be
a puppet of the Prime Minister and Mr
Subba Rao, a Swatantra partisan, must
not be made. It is high time that the
electors were left free'to make their
choice on the basis of the candidate’s
respective records of service, standing;
character and merit.

N T. S. PRASAD, Mysore

NOT PSP
YOU had mentioned' that four Leftist
Parties—C P I, C P I (Marxist), S S P
su
golllice;strike in New Delhipgggt gti?/el?g
a or enera. y T
i 21)‘.g 1. strike. (HIMMAT,
I wish to point out that Shri N. G.
Goray, Chairman of the P S P, had
unequivocally expressed his opposition
to the call for general strike. He had
stated in a speech that the police
should not resort to such methods, A
report of his speech had appeared in all
important journals and papers on
April 18,

The P S P has never hesitated to
object to Bundhs even though such an
attitude has evolved hostile criticism.
I expect that a responsible journal like
HIMMAT should not distort the role of
a responsible political party. )

G. P. PRADHAN, Poona 2
If ever there was a genuine printer’s
devil it is this one. Instead of RSP
(Revolutionary Socialist Party), it ap-
peared as P S P. Our apologies.—Ed.

STRONG PROTEST

I WONDER why Mr D. Venkata Rao of
Vizianagaram, (HIMMAT, April 21)
should take a serious note of your
publishing ‘Letters singing the praises
of HIMMAT”. KEach and every feature
appearing in HIMMAT is of high edu-
cative value and one is entitled to ex-
press words of appreciation.

As for Mr Rao’s request to drop the
feature ‘Briefly Speaking”, I wvoice a
strong protest. This feature 'contains
valuable information which is rather
new to us.. You must not discard this
feature. Mr Rao would have done well
had he requested you to increase the
number of pages rather than asking you
to cut down the advertisements. Other-
wise, he should have suggested ways
and means for running a periodical of
valuable ® information at such a low
price of 25 p. per copy on quality paper
without accepting the extra advertise-
ments pouring in for publication in your
magazime.

R. NARAYANAN, Calcutta 1

i)

VIEWPOINT COMPETITION

* Are women drivers safer than
men? ;
Closing date: May 12

%% Are coalition governments bet-
ter than Congress?
' Closing date: May 26

Prizes: Rs 25, Rs 15

Send entries of not more theln 500 words
to Viewpoint, HIMMAT, First Floor,
294, Bazargate St., Bombay-1.

‘People who count read

HIM MAT Weekly

INDIAN SUBSCRIPTIONS -
3 years:Rs.32 *Ona year:Rs.12 » 6 Months :R5.6,50

from Himmat Weakly, 204, Bazargate Street, Bombay-t
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Will Congress recover in Madras?

2 BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

With the DMK firmly ensconced in power and the prospects of forc.ing a
mid-terra election in Madras too remote for serious consideration, it will be
another five years before the Congress can even hope to stage a comeback. The

‘Congress debacle was due as much (er more) to internal rot as to external

erosion by the Opposition. To repair the damage and to renovate the Congress
image will be an arduous job, demanding time and devotion.

As an Opposition’ party, the func-
tion of the Congress now is to op-
pose, expose and, if possible, depose

~ the ruling party.

Very shortly, the Congress will
have an opportunity to strike a blow
at the DMK. Mr Annadurai has

% just been elected to the Madras’

Legislative Council, and the Lok
Sabha seat which he won in the
General Elections will fall vacant.
There may well be a tug-o’-war bet-
ween the Congress and the DMK for
this seat. If the Congress wins, it
will boost Congress prestige and
morale out of all proportion to the
actual importance of the achieve-
ment, particularly as not a single
DMK candidate lost in the last elec-

tions.

Rash allegations

Against this background, the Con-
gress launched its campaign against
the DMK at the recent Mylapore
Constituency ~ Congress ~ Workers’

. Conference and hurled the charge

of “vindictiveness” against the rul-
ing party,

The defeated former Union Petro-
leum Minister Mr Alagesan alleged
that Congress landholders were be-

ing vindictively harrassed in the
DMK’s “procurement drive in Sri-

perumbadur, the former Congress
Chief Minister’s constituency.  He
rebuked DMK workers for interfer-
ence in the day to day administra-
tion. The Tamil Nad Congress Com-
Tnittee President then referred to
instances of DMK ‘highhandedness
and the decline of political morality

~imder the DMK,

A few day ago, formér Chief Min-
ister Bhaktavatsalam expressed the
fear that the working - class move-

ment . was likely to pass into the

hands of the Communist Party which

‘would exploit DMK rule. This alle-
gation was so fantastic that the
TNCC hastened to dissociate itself
from this view and expressed un-

18

happiness that this veteran Congress-.

man should indulge in such rash
allegations.

Why did the Congress fare so
ignominously in the elections?

Congress leaders have asked them-
selves this question time and again.
“A virus has spread in Tamilnad,”
said Mr Bhaktavatsalam immediate-
ly after the DMK victory. '

“The whole country appears to be
afflicted by a fell disease,” said Con-
gress President Kamaraj when, later,
the Congress Ministry in UP collap-
sed. And at the Mylapore confer-
ence just recently, the former Con-
gress Union Minister Mr Alagesan

‘said that “the fantastic pre-poll pro-

mises made by the DMK had served
to mislead the gullible electorate”.

These diagnoses are indicative of

the sFill persistent blindness of the
Congress to the realities and deep-
rooted implications of the election

results. Here and there, like a cry

in the wilderness, a Congress leader
refers to its loss of contact with the
masses and the need to revitalise the
organisation. But there is still no
evidence that the gravity of the dis-
eases which have emasculated this
political body has been realised and

that drastic remedies will be adopted.
a

This, then, is the challenge the
public poses to the Congress: “Mend
or end the Congress Party.”

Despite the devastating defeat it
has suffered, the Congress still has
a considerable mass following. It has
a vast organisation, and ample re-
sources to sustain it. What it lacks
to turn all this tremendous potential
to good account is a new and dyna-
mic leadership, imbued with a {ruly
dedicated spirit.

Its old leaders have become so
corrupted by power that they con-
sider themselves divinely annointed.
They despise the voter who turns
away from them as a heretic who
will be struck down by divine wrath.

Replace ‘‘tin gods”’

Unless these tin gods of Congress
leadership are replaced, the Con-
gress will continue to languish in
the Opposition benches in the Mad-
ras Assembly till it wastes away into
oblivion.

The performance of the various
Congress Ministries in other States

and at the Centre will have a bear-

ing in the future of the Congress in
Madras. If Congressmen who are
elsewhere still in power continue to
ignore the interests of the people,
the Tamilnad electorate is hardly
likely to accept the future promises
of the local leaders at face value.

1972 Parkalam! (We shall see!)

Mr Gandhi’'s feature will be resumed
next week.—Ed.

———
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FIND THE BALL

Competition No:18

2nd Prize:

ZENITH GIFT BOX
( Razor, shaving brush
and blades )

' HOW TO PLAY

The ball in this cricket action picture has been painted
out. All you have to dois to mark a cross where you
think the ball is. Then cut out the plcture and send
it to “Find the Ball", c/o HIMMAT, 294 Bazargate
Street, Bombay 1, by noon Monday May 15

There is no limit to the number of entries you can
make, but only one cross may be marked on any
one picture. The Editor's decision is final and no
correspondence will be entered into about results.

The winner of Competition No. 18, with the picture
showing the ball will be published in May 19 issue

! e

\ Name

Addnr

| agree to the rules ST the competition as outlined above.

special Competition closing soon!
WIN CONRAD HUNTE'S BAT

Entries close May 15 and results will be pub-
lished in HIMMAT, May 19 1967. Entry forms
available by sending Ke. 1 with stamped and
addressed envelope to

HIMMAT, 294 Bazamate Stréet, Bombay-1

The winner of Competition No 16 is
K. Rami Reddy, MB, BS, IV year,

Kakatiya Medical College, Warangal,
AP.

NATIONAL

RADIOS
AND
TRANSISTORS

Guardsman —
symbol of protection
for every set.

GENERAL RADIO & APPLIANCES LTD,
Rombay o Calcutta o Madrase Delhi o Bangaloge
Secundetabad o Patna

LPE-Aiyars NE. 82



hat's the difference between .airlines 2
Experience, for one th;ng.
(And that means everything.)

To you. .

After all, experience is what flying is
all about. It’s also what we’re all about.

True, there are many other things we
can promise you. For example, we have
more flights to more places than any
other airline. Pan Am Jet Clippers® serve
128 cities in 88 lands on 6 continents.
Our menu is by Maxim’s of Paris. We
have movies to be seen and music to be
heard on most of our flights between the
U.S.A. and Europe# between Hawaii and

* slight surcharge Europe—U.S.A.

o
2

Philippines. All very important to you.
But experience means even more.

It is, in fact, what makes flying one of
the joys of this age.

But see for yourself. Come high over
the clouds with us— to Beirut, Frankfurt,
Rome, Paris, London, Bangkok, I-!ong
Kong, Tokyo, Honolulu, San Francisco,
New York.

We can plan every detail of your trip
for you. We can make it all easier than

Wherever you go, you’ll know you’re
flying with the very best. And that makes
all the difference in the world. Call your
Pan Am Travel Agent. Or call us at :

Calcutta : 42 Chowringhee Road,
Tel : 44-3251 (5 lines)

New Delhi : 39 Hotel Imperial, Tel: 47135, 47139
Bombay : Taj Mahal Hotel, Tel : 211063-64

Madras : 8/9 Thambu Chetty Street,
Tel : 29301, 23242

Colombo (Ceylon) : Kollupitiya, Tel : 78271
World’s most experienced airline

T
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First on the Atlantic First on the Pacific V|ce-pr Ident
the U.S.A. and between Hawaii and the  it’s ever been. First in'Latin Amecrica First 'Round the World e T
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