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Bridge-Builders

Ay
CaNapa axv Inpia have been good friends. As our
Prime Minister recalled, we have in India, Canada
dams, Canada power projects, a Canada atomic re-
actor.

Materially, India may not yet be in a position to
give much. But even advanced nations like Canada
have serious human and social problems like the agita-
tion by the French-speaking Canadians for a separate
slate.

The Speaker of the Canadian Parliament said that
Canada in the midst of its own national unity problems
could take an example from [ndia’s multi-racial, multi-
language society.

Today we are not worthy of such a tribute, but
it does show what the world expects of India. A
nation at peace within itself will bring peace to huma-
nity. The world is waiting for some great nation with
all the genius of a mmlti-racial and bilingual society
to give the lead.

The Prime Minister of Canada envisages both his
nation and India as “Lridge-builders” between nations.
At present India knows Moscow’s stand on Vietnam
and Canada knows Washington’s. That is why the ex-
changes between the two Prime Ministers are import-
ant. It will however take more than that to be
“bridge-builders”. It will require in statesmen like
Mr. Pearson and Mr. Shastri, the ability to heal the
hurts, hates and greed that run nations as surely as
they run men. '

To be true “bridge-builders” they may—in the
words of a song--need to 1

Build bridges from man to man

The whole 1ound earth to span.

It will also mean the capacity to challenge and invite
the Soviet Union, China and U.S.A. to a revolution
superier to Communism and beyond the defensive
mechanism of anti-Communism.

‘ Hats Off

Hats orr 10 the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, Mr. Asoka Mehta. ‘In Bombay a few
days ago he announced that th('\ F.cnlml ‘CovcrnTmLTM
would no longer indulge in deficit financing. No in-
ternal inflation would be tolerated, he declared.

Frora the first year of the Fourth Plan, he told
newsmen, every deficit State would have to balance
its budget.

Mr. Mehta talked sense. The Government has
moved a long way if his statement represents their
official approach to finance and planning.

Not all the States will welcome his words. But if
he holds firmly to his purpose, they will be forced to
adopt a more realistic approach to their own r(ﬁion;_ﬂ
planning and a more efficient employment of their
focal tunds.

How Mr. Mehta plans to achieve his aim is not
clear. Woe to Congress if they resort to more taxation.

Hard work and minimum wastage inside India
would render unnecessary a great deal of the funds
we now must borrow from outside. What measures
does the Planning Commission have for igniting the
imagination of people? Without it, hard work and
maximum efliciency will remain a dream.

Speaking elsewhere in Bombay, Mr. Mchta said a
vast country, like India, could not depend on external
assistance. “If we are not good at the task, we have
no business to exist,” he added.

Though Mr. Mehta was chiding those in industry
who rely on imports rather than developing the art
of improvization, his words could also apply to the
Administration.

Hats off, also, to the firm which has won the con-
tract for selling 500 railway wagons to the East African
Railways. This export order, worth Rs. 1.8 crores
($3.92 million ), is the largest sale of Indian goods so
far to East Africa. Delivery is expected to commence
early in 1966. )

“The Minister of Planning, Mr. B. R. Bhagat, said
on his return from East European countries that there
was a large market for Indian railway wagons in
Hungary and Yugoslavia. Hungary, alone, wishes to
import 8,000 wagons, he said.

Let India compete in the world market for such
contracts. More of this sort of thing will provide part
of the answer to Mr. Asoka Mchta’s conundrum.

Sukarno’s Satyagraha

Ir Dr. Sukarxo has to quote Mahatma Gandhi he
must be in real trouble. In his latest outburst, he
accuses Indian leaders of being disloyal to Gandhi and
his principles of .s-ull/rl‘r_(m/u} and n(m—coopcruti('m.
Gandhi, he argues. called for non-cooperation with
evil; Malaysia is “an evil thing” and India, by backing
it, has been disloyal to Gandhi.

Fortunately for Sukarno, Gandhi is dead. Had
Sukarno actually consulted Gandhi, the wise Mahatma
may well have advised him to “non-cooperate” with
certain other “evil” (to use Sukarno’s words) prac-
tices to which his name is attached, at least in Tokyo.
Hollywood and Honolulu. :

Dr. Sukarno may also recall Gandhi’s \\'m'ds:‘ “The
satyagrahi’s object is to convert, not to coerce.’ ‘Dr.
Sukarno has tried to coerce Asian and African nations
not to support Malaysia’s admission at Algiers. T\o_\\.'.
Dr. Sukarno is shaken. TFor the first time his bluff is
heing called. F-

As the Algiers dateline approaches, Malaysia is
gathering support not only from India who is spon-
soring her. but from many others, including. it appears,
the U.A.R. It is quite possible that after one or two
dramatic utterances at Algiers, the Indonesian _l’n‘m‘;
dent may “allow himself to be persuaded by friends
not to walk out.

Wonder who he will quote next?




All that is human must retrograde if it does not advance.

Will He? Won’t He ?

AccorpiNG 1O the Times of India
news service, Mr. Biju Patnaik offered
to take to vanaprastha (retirement)
politically, if necessary for unity of
the Congress.

The reporter, bless his innocent
heart, says, “The former Orissa Chief
Minister made this offer feclingly at
the Balasore Congress workers’ meet-
ing which was addressed by the Con-
gress President Kamaraj.”

Stand by for demonstrations from
Patraik supporters urging Mr. Pat-
naik not to leave Orissa “fatherless”.

College Clearing House

A MAJor OPERATION for students and
parents these days appears to be
gaining admission to colleges. Stu-
dents have to fill in admission forms
for three or four colleges on the
average, waste hours in the process,
while their parents spend days
of anxiety wondering if and when
they will be admitted.

Britain has recently organized a
clearing-house scheme to simplify
university entrance. Prospective can-
didates apply for places through the
Universities Central Council of Ad-
missions instead of to individual uni-
versities. The clearing house auto-
matically passes on rejected applica-
tions to the next university of the
candidate’s choice,

Could not such a system be incor-

AT
‘\g—ﬁ.'\ii\‘m

Super Autocontrol Iron

e Thermostatic control
for different fabrics

¢ One year guarantee

® 230v AC and Ac/DC. 750w

GENERAL RADIO & APPLIANCES
LIMITED

Bombay + Calcutta * Madras
Delhi * Bangalore
Secunderabad * Patna

JWT-GRA.1370

Epwarp GiBBoN 1737—1794

“All I did was to offer my resignation
.and they accepted it.”

porated in India whereby a student
could indicate his or her preferences
and have the form processed entirely
by a central body? This would lessen
chances of influence and pressure
being exerted on college authorities
and also save students and parents
undue strain. Could Bombay Univer-
sity be the first in India to consider
such a system for Arts and Sciences
courses?

Smells to Order

Scientists are thinking of more inter-
esting uses of perfume than for one’s
personal adornment The science of
“reodorants” has expanded consider-
ably in the last five years and nowa-
days industrial perfumers make rub-
ber balls for dogs smell of meat, plas-
tic flowers emit an aroma, plastic
handbags are given a built-in leather
smell, second-hand cars are sprayed
to make them smell like new and
plastic seat covers are made to reek
of the Rolls-Royce.

Other impr()vcnwnts: to make
cheque-books used by bakers smell
of freshly baked bread.

There are also possibilities of a
treatment called ‘“odour therapy”.
The idea is to get patients to recover
quicker if surrounded by smells of
home—cooking oil and garlic for India;
fish and chips for Britain!

A. I. R. Again

STRANGE COMMENTARIES appear in the
AIR programme “In Focus Tonight”.
It is an accepted principle in journal-
ism that one’s conclusions are related
to the facts at one’s command, or at
least the facts that one wants to pre-
sent. In the “In Focus Tonight” pro-
gramme of June 7 on Ghana, the com-
mentator was all praise for Dr. Nkru-
malh’s elforts. “He has shown consi-
derable pragmatism in the country’s
planning.”

Later in the programme came facts
like: out of 47 state corporations esta-
blished by Dr. Nkrumah, only three
make a profit.

The programme spoke of Dr-
Nkrumah seeking a loan of the stag-
gering sum of Rs. 1.800 crores from
thie world banking bodies, but did not
say that Western countries have dec-
lined to give him any loan in view
perhaps of his “pragmatic planning”-

Indians may not know much about
Africa, but it is an insult to our intel-
ligence to be fed on such features.

Beggars’' Haven
Dr. Snoki Mivazaki, noted Japanese
expert on leprosy, arrives shortly in
India, as head of the Indian Centre
of the Asian Anti-Leprosy Association
at Agra. He is welcome.

Japan is advanced in leprosy control
and cure. Until 50 years ago leprosy
was a major curse in Japan. A mis-
sionary lady from abroad decided to
take on the task and leprosy is strictly
controlled now. All those suffering
from leprosy in Japan are housed in a
separate island and only when they
are cured do they come back to the
main islands of Japan.

Lepers beg in the streets of Bom-
bay as they did in biblical times. The
Bombay Police do not seem to be even
concerned about them.

Abbas Freed
Wierues ONE AGREES With Ben BeJp,¢
policies or not, he has yielded to
world opinion by releasing Algerian
liberation leader Ferhat Ai)bas'fl.om
detention on the eve of the Algiers
Conference. >

Itis a tragedy of modern times that
men of his stature who have fought
for freedom are condemned to spend
years in detention when “freedom?”
is achieved. Will others in power
follow Ben Bella’s example?

R. M. L.
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Not Much Tim

IT IS NOW a full year since Shri
Lal Bahadur Shastri was entrust-
ed with the stewardship of the
nation. Though he says he has a
mind of his own, he often declares
that, both in internal and external
affairs, he is following the policies
of his predecessor in office. 'This
means that he is continuing or
completing the work begun by
Jawaharlal.

Let us then examine these policies.

All  schemes for our internal
advance are woven round the periodi-
cal Five Year Plans. 1In spite of our
goal being Socialism, the process of
the rich getting richer and the poor
becoming poorer continues unabated.
The Deputy Chairman of the Plan-
ning Commission admitted that the
previous plans were not only defec-
tively executed, but they had not even
been properly conceived; vet, a more
ambitious Fourth Plan is (~'n\'isngod.

Lesson Not Learnt

The food situation, though easier
than before, continues to cause an-
xiety. We are being told by the
Chairman of the Planning Commis-
sion and his Deputy that rising prices
are the inevitable consequence of a
developing economy!

In the administration, though the
Home Minister has devised some
measures to check corruption, yet it
is believed that even his colleagues
in the Union Cabinet are doubtful
about their success. Moreover, the
attitude of the Home Minister to the
findings of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, regarding the grave irregulari-
ties committed by the Bharat Sevak
Samaj (whose leading light he, him-
self, has been) has cast doubt on his

By ]J. B. Kripalani, M.P.

ACHARYA J. B. KRIPALANI,
M.P., joined Mahatma Gandhi in
1917 and was President of the
Indian National Congress at the
time of India’s independence. In
1951 he resigned from the Con-
gress and is now a leading mem-
ber of the Opposition.

ability to check corruption. It is
common belief that, in spite of the
efforts of Shri Nanda, corruption is
on the increase.

Our entire foreign policy consists of
non-alignment even though we are
in the midst of something worse than
a cold war with China and Pakistan.
We feel that even in modern times a
country, standing alone, can defend
itself. If we rely upon the friendship
of any foreign power, it is Russia.
Our experience in 1962 has taught us
nothing. To Russia, India is a friend
but China is an ally, nay a brother.

We do not see that our national
interests have more in common with
the West. We also seem to have
forgotten the most ancient maxim in
international  conflicts that “our
enemy’s enemy is our friend.” We
must realize that our greatest danger
comes not from Pakistan but from
China, and its biggest opponent is
the U.S.A.

We are obsessed with the idea that
we are the greatest peace-makers in
the world. Whatever may be our
peaceful intentions, we could not have
I)r()ught about a partial ban on nuclear
tests. Only the Soviet Union and the
U.S.A. could do that. What counts
in the international field is not good
intention but effective power.

In the case of Vietnam, we rushed
in where angels feared to tread. Our
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To Wait

criticism was directed solely at
America. We conveniently shut our
eyes to the fact that North Vietnam
has been attacking the South through
the Communist guerrillas. The least
we could have done was to condemn

both sides.

Impressed People

We have, in a military sense, re-
fused to cultivate our garden. Though
the Defence Minister has several
times assured the Parliament that our
military was in a position to take on
both Pakistan and China together, yet
we have not been able to wrest from
Pakistan even the bit of territory it
has occupied in the Rann of Kutch.

Although Shri Shastri has impress-
ed the press and the people with his
equable temper and humility, it seems
his personal and official secretariat
has not been able to see to it that his
correspondence is speedily attended
and his interviews with important

Indian and foreign people properly

regulated. In these matters, his pre-

decessor was more careful.

The most one can say about Shri
Shastri is that he has maintained the
status quo. However, the ills from
which this country suffers, and they
are many, need not only radical
changes in our home and foreign
policies but also in the political and
administrative set-up. One year may
not be sufficient to bring about these
radical changes.

It will be some more time before
one can properly assess the success
or the failure of the course of action
which Shri Lal Bahadur and his
colleagues may follow in the near
future. There is not much time for
us to wait, as the situation in which
the nation finds itself it truly critical.

THIS IS
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India at Algiers

THE CONFERENCE of Afro-
Asian nations to be held ia
Algiers at the end of this month
will destroy forever the facade of
unity maintained in the name of
common opposition to imperia-
lism.

Already the moderate leaders of
the French group who have formed
a bloc, the ]argest in Africa, Organis-
ation Commune Africaine et Mal-
gache (OCAM ), have decided to stay
away from the Algiers meeting. Ironi-
cally, they seem to be far more united
and effective in their moderation
than the others are in their varying
degrees of extremism.

President Nasser, for example, re-
cently lamented what he called “the
suspicions, contradictions and dis-
trust” in the Arab world. “Every
time the Arab League meets,” he said,
“everyone attacks everyone else,
blaming each other.”

Race War Line

The conference will, therefore, have
to avoid any reference to the Bour-
guiba-Nasser rivalry, or the Moroc-
can-Algerian border conflict, or the
Indo-Pakistan dispute over Kashmir
or the Indo-Chinese border war. In-
stead, the ire of the delegates from
such countries as do attend, will be
vented on the South Africans and the
Portuguese, the Americans in Vietnam
and the British in Malaysia and on
those with an independent mind and
policy who refuse to toe the line of
race and class war.

India cannot of course match the
frenzy of race hate and anti-imperial-
ist war-mongering. To prevent our
isolation, India’s External Affairs
Ministry has been unusually active.
All our leading spokesmen are rush-
ing from one country to another in a
bid to win support and understanding.

The Prime Minister has had talks
with Nasser. The Vice-President has
been assiduously wooing the West
Asian countries. Mr. Swaran Singh,
the Foreign Minister, has taken
charge of East Africa. Mrs. Lakshmi
Menon, Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs. has had fruitful contacts
with the leaders of West Africa. Mr.
Dinesh Singh, Deputy Minister for
External Affairs, has persuaded Japan

Hizinar, June 18, 1965

to take a more favourable view of
Russian admission to the Afro-Asian
Conference,

This is an improvement on the past
when India took for granted the
friendship of the world. We know
now that we have to work for it and
have the ideas that will win the sup-
port of other nations

India’s firmness on the admission of
Malaysia is also new. It represents a
welcome shift. Our enthusiasm for the
entry of the Soviet Union, if understand-
able, is rather misplaced. Thereby,
India has chosen to put herself at the
heart of the Sino-Soviet dispute and in
a straight war with the Chinese who
will undoubtedly lead the militant “Af-
rica is ripe for revolution” group.

Does non-alignment extend to
championing the U.S.S.R. in world
councils?  Support for Soviet admis-
sion need not put us in the position
of having all our eggs in one basket.

A clash is inevitable. Chou En-lai
and Sukarno are determined to keep
these nations out. Mao Tse-tung is
determined that Afro-Asian unity will
be cemented with Chinese mortar or
not at all. He wants it established
that the Soviet Union has no right to
any sphere of influence in the colour-
ed world.

Sukarno, who constantly presses
Chinese aims, is out to carve an In-
dian Ocean hegemony for himself
under Chinese auspices. On the other
hand, the Soviet Union has expressed
herself strongly in favour of her parti-
cipation at Algiers. Writing in the
New Times, official Soviet journal on
international affairs, an observer says,
“The fact that the Soviet Union has
not raised the question of its parti-
cipation in the Algiers Conference
should not be taken as a sign of in-
difference.”

“Bandung” Abandoned

The Sino-Soviet struggle should
not blind anyone to the aims of both
the U.S.S.R. and China. Russian de-
sire for penetration in Africa and
Asia is only modified to the extent of
maintenance of the detente with the
West. The Chinese have abandoned
the version of co-existence supported
by both at the first Bandung Confer-
ence in favour of struggle and revo-
lutionary war against enemies, imagi-
nary or real,

by R.VAITHESWARAN

“Peking sees the June conference as
a turning point in its drive to set up
a new international of ‘peoples strug-
gling for liberation’,” writes Mr.
W. A. C. Adie, an expert on the Far
East, in a recent issue of the Current
Scene, Hong Kong. “All the evidence
indicates that Peking expects the con-
ference to take decisions which could
engulf Africa, and perhaps other re-
gions, in revolutionary war. By parti-
cipation in this warfare, Peking plans
for China and her supporters to gain
a leading position among the ‘emer-
ging forces’ as a whole.”

Therefore, whether or not Malaysia
and Russia are admitted to the Algiers
Conference, the Communists would
have gained their purpose in Africa if
they succeed in obtaining agreement
and initiative for armed struggle for
so-called “national liberation”. The
Chinese have already succeeded in
browbeating Algeria into not inviting
South Vietnam and South Korea. _It
may be their further aim to obtain
Afro-Asian support for the Viet Cong.

Beaten Horse :

The danger at Algiers is that in
trying to outbid Chinese extremism,
we may also indulge, if more mgde-
rately, in the cry of hate against the
imperialists, the colonialists and i'l.w
neo-colonialists”. This would be dis-
astrous for India’s objectives in
Africa and Asia. We will not win the
extremists and we will put off the
others who believe that true non-align-
ment consists in our not taking pre-
judged positions in favour of any ot
the big powers—the U.S.A., China or
Russia.

In any case, imperialism of the old
type is a beaten horse, already 'dm?(-
to death. Wisdom would consist in
our emphasizing the many common
tasks of all of Afro-Asia in creating
stable responsible regimes, a conti-
nuity of patriotic leadership and
developed industrial societies. Mr.
Shastri will thereby help to save the
Afro-Asian structure for more import
ant and constructive jobs.




Australia’s

Stake 1n Asia

By K. E. Beazley, M.P.

Member of the Executive of the Parliamentary Labour Party in
Australia and Sccretary of ihe Party’s Foreign Affairs Committee.

INDIA AND MALAYSIA are the
two Commonwealth countries of
Asia with whose fate Australia is
inescapably involved. There is a
military involvement. A major
Chinese thrust at India would
necessarily involve Australia in
an offer of military assistance
to India, for a Chinese conquest
of India would make Australia’s
security well nigh impossible to
maintain,

There is a growing recognition of
the fact that Australia is ideologically
involved with India. China and India
are the ideological alternatives for
Asia—the alternative models. India’s
is the vastest experiment in demo-
cracy of all time. If India can solve
her problems in a democratic frame-
work, all Asia will follow the demo-
cratic path. If India does not suc-
ceed, Asia seems inevitably bound to
totalitarianism.

Australia is morally involved with
India. If the ideal of the Common-
wealth of Nations means anything,
the well-being of the whole Indian
sub-continent and Ceylon must be an
Australian concern.

Peacetime Conscription

Australian foreign policy is rotat-
ing around the hub motive of security
from China. With the deepening
crisis in South East Asia, Australia
has abandoned traditions cherished
by the nation and the Labour Move-
ment. From being the land which
could: scarcely envisage conscription
even in war (John Curtin had an in-
tense struggle on this issue when war-
time Labour Prime Minister) Austra-
lia has enacted drastic conscription
in peacetime. Two years’ selective
service with a liability for action any-
where in the world has been imposed
on 20-year-olds.

Searcely was the ink dry on the
Statute book when the legal possibi-
lity of the two years becoming five
years was created by amendment.
The Defence Act establishes a new
liability, on proclamation, for mili-
tary service on every male between
18 and 60 anywhere in the world,

8

Defence expenditure has been in-
creased  from £ 200,000,000 to
£ 400,000,000 and is now clearly on
the way to £ 600,000,000. The Aus-
tralian economy is undergoing dras-
tic re-orientation.

When I was first elected to Parlia-
ment in 1945, the late J. B. Chifley
(Labour Prime Minister, 1945-1949)
was a strong admirer of Nehru, and
a protagonist of Indian and Indo-
nesian independence. He had two
convictions. The first was that the at-
tempt to impose any settlement any-
where in Asia without Asian consent
was doomed to failure. “It is like
drawing a stick through water,” he
said. “You make a momentary dent
which vanishes.” ;

The second was that the grain sur-
plus countries should establish in the
Indian sub-continent the storage of
a year’s supply of grain to remove
the threat of famine.

There is a growing agitation in
Australia for concerted action on
Asian agricultural and industrial pro-
blems. The commitment of Austra-
lian forces to Vietnam has renewed
it unexpectedly.

The Liberal and Country Party
Government of Sir Robert Menzies
asserts that the ultimate threat in
Vicetnam is Chinese. Australia has sold
wheat worth £ A 286 million over re-
cent years to China, as well as some
wool, steel and lead. The wheat is
consumed by China, releasing higher
priced rice for export. With the pro-
fits, China finances industrialization
and increased war potential. The
other materials have direct military
significance. There is a growing con-
cern that this contradiction in péiicy
—claiming China to be a threat and
strengthening her to threaten—should
cease.,

The recent Senate elections showed
no loss of Government support on
conscription. = The commitment of
Australian forces to Vietnam means a
new concern in the Australian public
for the security of those forces—a
patriotic -reaction-which always con-

solidates a Government in office in
Australia.

Thus Mr. Arthur Calwell. leader of
the Opposition, while critical of the
decision to commit troops to Vietnam
in the face of commitments in Malay-
sia and Papua-New Guinea, neverthe-
less promised the troops, “We shall
do our utmost in supp()rting you to
do your duty.”

This attitude is the difference bet-
ween Constitutional opposition and
revolutionary defeatism. The Austra-
lian Council of Trade Unions, mov-
ing in the face of probable Commu-
nist proposals to boycott supplies to
the troops, declared against such boy-.
cotts. The strategy to rob nations of
mind, will and conviction. so that
they will destroy their own armed
forces by supply boycotts, is a high
point of ideology with Mao Tse-tung.
It is also high treason.

Diverting Trade to India

The Australian people would also
be prepared to follow a resolute lead
diverting the wheat trade from China
to India, and there is some agitatio?
that this should be done. It must in
tensify with a growing demand for
logic in foreign policy.

Apart from logic, to impose heavy
obligations on youth puts the parlia-
ment and nation on trial before yOut]“

Australia wants a blade-straightf
self-sacrificing youth and must P&
the moral price for it. Part of the
price is consistency and x'ntegrit}’_or
policy right through. What is beilg
asked of youth now can only be Jlls.“'
fied by a policy the morality and in-
telligence of which are not in dO“bf’

The youth who wrote to Prime Mi-
nister Menzies stating that they were
convinced that “Australia’s role ™
S. E. Asia is to go on the offensive
with an ideology far more chal-
lenging and effective than that f-’f
Red China” were dealing in plai”
political réalism; for if China has
ideas to capture the minds of our
neighbours and  Australia cannot
build in superior ideas and an ideo-
logy of integrity, Australia must be
worsted.

If the older generation controlling
action in the China trade, and rela-
tions with India and South East Asia.
does not develop a policy which can
demonstrate straight motives to Asia.
then the generosity and elan of Aus-
tralian '\'()uth will be gravely misused.
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Britain Wants to Hear from Shastri

From Anthony John Howard

THIS THURSDAY the Common-
wealth Prime Ministers’ Confer-
ence opens in London. On many
minds will be Britain’s future with
the Common Market. All parties
in Britain seem to be veering to-
wards Europe. And whatever
their pledges for the future, the
Common Market must mean less
interest in the Commonwealth.
This Prime Ministers’ Conference
may be the last chance for the
leaders of the Commonwealth to
influence the future of Britain as
far as the Common Market is
concerned.

India is considered to be one of
Britain’s success stories. This may
sound condescending. And indeed
the attitude often is. But there are
advantages. For example, if when
China invaded India an advertise-
ment for volunteers had been put in
The Times and the Daily Telegraph
it is likely that a large number of
Britons would have signed up.

There is still a reservoir of people
with high ideals and nowhere obvious
to apply them. There are still large
numbers with the restless spirit which
sent their grandfathers out to build
the empire and their fathers to fight
the Germans. But it’s always hardest
to apply your ideals in your own
country. And there is no longer an
empire to build and, at the moment
at any rate, no major war to fight.

India receives more press, radio and
television coverage in Britain than
almost any other Commonwealth
country. People seem to care about
[ndia and they want to know whai
is going on there. We have had so
many disappointments in our former
colonies. But in India things have
gone comparatively smoothly.

It’sia sop to our pride, and perhaps
to our conscience, if they continue to
do so. And we cannot bear to believe
that this is only the whim of fortune
and that it is still possible for India
to go the way of Ghana or Burma.
There is as great an insecurity about
the past as there is about the future
in Britain. And India still represents
something firm and successful about
former years.

So, at the Commonwealth Prime
Ministers’ Conference there is an
opportunity for India to speak fto
Britain. For Britain will surely
listen. And Britain wants to hear
from Mr. Shastri in particular.

So far he is only known as a nice,
little man with a lot of big problems.
But is he a statesman capable of keep-
ing India on the road to lasting free-
dom? Is he strong enough to cry
halt to the internal dissensions and
intrigues in his country and his party?
Is he big enough to begin to find a
solution to Kashmir—even to the
whole situation with Pakistan? And
has he the stature to play a significant
role in international politics?

has compound interests !
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— COMMONWEALTH MEET ——

A quarter of the world’s popula-
tion will be represented at the Com-
monwealth Prime Ministers’ meeting
which is being held in London from
June 17 to 25.

It will be the 14th meeting of its
kind since the present series began
in 1944, replacing the much more
formal Imperial Conferences.

All the 21 independent countries
of the Commonwealth will be repre-
sented—Britain, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, India, Pakistan, Cey-
Ion, Ghana, Malaysia, Nigeria, Cy-
prus, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Ja-
maica, Trinidad & Tobago, Uganda,
Kenya, Malawi, Malta, Zambia, and
the Gambia.

=
These questions are much in British
minds at the moment. And the Con-
ference is Mr. Shastri’s opportunity to
show that he is a statesman as well
as a politician.

Apart from everything else, M.
Shastri would be doing Britain a great
service if he did speak out.

Behind all the swank and splendour
of the Conference, behind the plati-
tudes and pomposity which occasions
of this sort seem to breed, Britain is
leaderless. This isn’t a question of
parties. It’s said to be the result of
the narrow majority the Government
has in the House of Commons. In.
fact it is because of the attitude of
the people to their leaders and the
off-hand way political Jleaders of both
parties treat the people. :

For centuries the parliamentarians
have been able to hide thqir shOl'tf
comings behind the austere facade of
the House of Commons. But now .l]u--
people are beginning to take a clinical
look at what goes on inside the Cham-
ber itself. They are interested in the
work that their members do. And
some of the shoddy scenes and slang-
ing matches of the last few months
have destroyed many an illusion.

So it’s hardly surprising that many
members of Parliament are strongly
against televising proceedings in the
House. Their constituents might
learn the truth.

Perhaps Mr. Shastri can do double
service when he comes to Londen.
He can put at rest the minds of those
who are worried about the future ot
India. And demonstrate to the Bri-
tish policians what it takes to be a
leader—and a statesman.
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He Rides a Lonely Chariot

FroyM HARRY ALMOND

Beirut

PRESIDENT NASSER spoke to the Second Session of the Palestine
National Congress in Cairo immediately following the recent meetings

there of the Arab Heads of Government.

In a restrained voice he made

a frank evaluation of the division and mistrust in Arab ranks, of the

“lukewarmness of Arab action”.

He remarked that some were dis-
appointed and bitter because resolu-
tions did not use the language they
wanted against President Bourguiba.

“This,” Nasser continued, ‘“is not
the way to liberate Palestine. . . Each
one has his interests and each is afraid
of the other. ..

“This is evident in not allowing
Arab armies to move to one Arab
country from another. There are
problems between Iraq and Syria, be-
tween Saudi Arabia and the U.AR,
and suspicion that Lebanon does not
want to permit the stationing of Arab
forces.”

Lebanon is reluctant to begin ac-
tual work on diversion schemes for
the Jordan’s headwaters, as agreed in
Cairo Summit meetings, because she
is fearful of having to call in other
Arab troops to protect her from Is-
raeli reprisals.

The mere presence of such troops
would have strong political overtones
and could easily upset the balance of
power on which ILebanon’s existence
depends.

85,000,000 Arabs

President Nasser went on to say
“the solution of the Palestine question
requires revolutionary action”.  Just
what form this revolutionary action
will take is not clear. It could mean
more “revolutionary action” such as
has been under way in Yemen, such as
Lebanon saw in 1958, or such as some
of the Arab Gulf Emirates, notably
Bahrain, have seen in recent months.

It is not the force of conviction or
personality alone that makes Gamal
Abdel Nasser a significant figure. He
speaks for the largest and most in-
fluential Arab state. Nasser, with Aref
and Ben Bella, speaks for a clear
majority of the Arab League’s popu-
lation. Tts 13 member States total
over 85,000,000 people of whom
nearly 30 million are in the U.AR,
11 million in Algeria and 7 million in

Iraq. Financially, the U.A.R. contri-
butes 23.7 per cent of the League’s
budget.

Press response was varied. Jeru-
salem dailies Falastin and al-Manar
praised the speech for its frankness.

Beirut’s  independent  al-Jarida
wrote: “He stands in a single cha-
riot, urging on the revolution with the
one hand and backing kings and pre-
sidents with the other. It is a diffi-
cult and dangerous attitude that is
adopted by Presi-
dent Nasser.”

Syria, compet-
ing with Cairo in
concern for the
Arab cause, let fly
a broadside at the
“oil princes”
whose wealth,
General Hafez
said, belongs to all
the Arabs

Abdel Nasser

So the sad story of frustration and
reproach continues. Many look for &
new element. A statesman who coul¢
unite the 85 million Arabs in a pro-
gramme to exploit the resources ©
the region honestly for the Comm(‘)ﬂ.
good would find immense popular
response just now.

Which Colonialism ?

FroM VERE [AMES
Nairobi

HE SAID IT again. Mr. Chou _E“‘
lai has renewed his declaration;
made a year ago in Mogadishi;
about revolutionary prospects 11
Africa. This time he also embrac-
ed two other continents. During
his visit last week to Tanzania he
stated that ‘“an exceedingly fav-
ourable situation for revolution
prevails today not only in Africa
but in Asia and Latin America”.

This brought an immediate and
stern reaction from the Kenya Gov-
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ernment who, in the last few weeks,
has seen quite enough potentially re-
volutionary activity within its own
borders. Chinese arms convoyed by
Uganda soldiers have passed through
Kenya territory from Tanzania. While
the Kenya Army, fighting a costly
border dispute with the Shifta rebels
on the Somalia border, have captured
Chinese weapons.

113 T =
It is not clear to the Kenva Gov-
ernment what type or what form of
revolution he has in mind.” an offi-

S S )
NOT NON-ALIGNED

“Leaving aside the merits and de-
merits of Communism and capitalism,
imperialism and revolution (none of
which are wanted here), the fact re-
mains that this is a violent attack
not at all in keeping with non-align-
ment.

Editorial

“If ever there was a plain case of
seeking to involve African countries
in the cold war they detest, this visit
has been it. Chinese arms have found
their way to the Shifta disturbing
the peace in Kenya. Mr. Chou's re-
volutionary edict can only mean the
subversive suggestion of overthrow-
ing popularly elected African people's
Governments.

“The communique spoke of the
struggle against ‘the old and new col-
onialism’. What if the new form
should spring in disguise from a Com-
munist country ?”

—Kast African StundardJ
-

cial Government spokesman declared.
“But the Kenya Government wishes
it to be known that Kenya intends te
avert all revolutions irrespective of
their origins or whether they come
from the inside or are influenced from
outside.

“It will be remembered that the
Kenyva Government recently lmnnc.(l
the booklet entitled Revolution in
Africa which attacked not only the
leadership of our President, l)u't uls({
that of the President of T anzum: anc
the Prime Minister of Uganda.

Meanwhile Vice-President Jaramogi

Oginga Odinga continues to stay _"Ut

of step with his Government's policy.

In his home town of Kisumu he dec-

lared on the same day as the Govern-

ment statement, that China is one of

Africa’s best friends. He added that

President Nyerere had told him this

and, as a result, they both changed

their way of dressing from the W est-
ern to the Eastern pattern.

Reports from Dar es Salaam indi-
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cate that Chou is somewhat put out
by his reception in Africa. He hasn’t
looked very cheerful. Apparently he
had planned to visit a series of Afri-
can countries
between now
and the Afro-

Asian  Confer-
ence at the end
of this month.
Kenya and
Uganda have
not renewed last
year’s invita-
tions which

were postponed
at the time of
the East African
mutinies. Burundi, the tiny central
African state which recently acted
firmly against Chinese interference,
did not offer a welcome.

“Go Home Chou” is implied if not
stated. This is a new experience for
the Chinese Prime Minister.

Stark Lesson for
Labour Party
Froant Our CORRESPONDENT
London

MR. RAY GUNTER, Minisier of
Labour and a former president of
one of the railway workers’
unions, hit out last week at the
“indiscipline in Britain” and
warned the Labour and trade
union movements that they were
falling away from the moral

standards on which they had been
built,

~ Mr. Gunter, himself, had suffered
[rom such indiscipline when, along
with thousands of holiday-makers, he
was held up at London airport by a
wild-cat strike of baggage loaders.

Speaking to the Co-operative Con-
gress in E(linburgh, Mr. Gunter warn-
ed delegates: “It is only when the
nation realizes and understands that
there are underlying moral standards
to which we should be obedient that
the Labour movement is going to
achieve everything it wants to achieve.
Otherwise, we shall perish as a
Labour Party.

“We fail to change our ways and
the circumstances of the day are so
vastly different from when our move-
ments were founded,” he said.

A great social and technological re-
volution was taking place, he believ-
ed, and it was against this back-

Continued on page 12

Chou En-lai

TOKYO—Japan will oppose the pre-
sence of Viet Cong representatives at
the Algiers conference. She will at-
tempt to have the Governments of
South Korea and South Vietnam in-
cluded.

KUALA LUMPUR—Police discover-
ed grenades with Chinese markings
near the site of several Indonesian
landings. This is the first discovery of
thnese arms used by the Indone-
sians.

RANGOON —Brigadier Aung Gyi,
former acting Chairman of the Revo-

by the Burmese Government.
KARACHI — Pakistan intends to
raise the Kutch conflict at the Com-
monwealth Prime Ministers’ Confer-
ence in London, Foreign Minister
Bhuto announced.

COLOMBO — The Government has
forbidden its air or sea ports to be
used by other nations’ planes or ships
carrying troops or weapons on mis-
sions of war.

PEKING—The People’s Daily stated
that America’s decision to move her
troops on to the offensive when ne-
cessary gave the right to all “friend-
ly"” countries to join the ranks of the
Viet Cong.

KATHMANDU —King Mahendr2 will
lead the Nepalese delegation to the
Algiers Conference.

KABUL — Pathan guerrillas in the
northwest border areas of Pakistan
are expanding their actions against
the Pakistani army.

TOKYO—Prime Minister Sato sug-
gested that the Soviet Union and
France make ‘“peace contacts” with
North Vietnam in order to settle the
conflict.

COLOMBO-—A Government panel
has urged that the number of official
holidays (101) be cut down to 86 a
year.

PEKING—Following on the abolition
of military ranks, the Chinese army
has abolished all military titles in-
cluding Marshal, the highest rank in
the army and an honourary title
awarded to old revolutionaries.

SAIGON —President Johnson has
freed American troops to fight in
support of South Vietnamese actions
rather than engage only in defensive
measures around bases. 15,000 more
U.S. troops and amphibious equip-
ment for use in flooded paddy fields
are on the way. Viet Cong guerrillas
are mounting massive attacks on
two fronts under protective monsoon
cover.

PORT MORESBY- A tribe of up to
1,500 people, hitherto unknown to

(The week in Asia\

lutionary Council, has been detained

the outside world, has been located
in the Sepik area of New Guinea.
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ground that the Labour movement
in all its aspects must come to terms.

“This is the primary task of the
new Labour Government,” he pointed
out, “to do all we can to bring this
nation face to face with the nature
of change.”

Mr. Gunter said that the necessity
was “‘stark in front of the nation”.
Many had to relearn the lessons of
history.

“I do not believe,” he said, “there
is any purpose in the Labour move-
ment unless it has a moral back-
ground. If that be not the case, what
different are we from the Tories or
anyone else?

“If we are to build the things that
we want to build, never let us forget
that deep in our hearts these things
are only desirable because it is in the
atmosphere of service that we seek to
achieve them.”

The ‘“‘Great Charter”

FroMm OuR CORRESPONDENT

London
BRITISH schoolchildren are cele-
brating this month two landmarks
of liberty with a day’s freedom
from classes.

Education Minister Anthony Cros-
land has decreed a school holiday to
commemorate the 750th anniversary
of Magna Carta and the 700th of
Simon de Montfort’s Parliament.

Both British and Americans regard
these events as milestones on the road
to democracy. It was at Runnymede,
the island in the Thames, that the
“Creat Charter” was signed on June
155 1215,

The Magna Carta was no complete
charter of human rights as later gene-
rations regarded it. The feudal
barons who forced King John to
grant it wanted to safeguard their
own rights against royal encroach-
ment.

But it included important princi-
ples: “No freeman shall be imprison-
ed or in any way destroyed .. .except
by the lawful judgement of his peers
or by the law of the land”—*“To no

one will we sell, deny or delay right
or justice.”

Above all, the King acknowledged
that the law of the land was greater
than the power of the ruler: right,
not arbitrary might, was supreme.

Simon de Montfort, far ahead of
his time, envisaged a Christian Com-
munity where even peasants and
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craftsmen would find justice. To his
Parliament of 1265 he summoned re-
presentatives of town and county as
well as barons and bishops. It was
the most representative national as-
sembly England had known.

Some barons felt de Montfort went
too far and took up arms against him.
He declared, “Though all should for-

sake me I will stand firm....in the
just cause to which my faith is
pledged.”

De Montfort was slain in battle the
same vear; but his work lived on.
The common people revered him as
a martyr to their cause.

Fresh Water from Salt

FroMm OuUrR CORRESPONDENT
London

“NO SCIENTIFIC breakthough,
including the trip to the moon, will
mean more to the country which
is first able to bring fresh water
from salt water at a competitive
rate,” declared the late President
Kennedy.

Water is one of earth’s most abun-
dant commodities, yet scarcity in
many regions creates hardship, re-
tards development, and provokes in-
ternational disputes.

Scientists calculate 97 per cent of
the earth’s water is in the oceans:
2 per cent is frozen, and only 1.7 per
cent is fresh, circulating in rivers,
lakes and underground reservoirs.
Therefore the most promising way of
increasing the world’s fresh water
supply, is to desalt the water in the
sea.

The need is pressing. Industria-
lization multiplies the demand. It
takes about 65,000 gallons to produce
a ton of steel.

This year, experts from many cour-
tries began a ten-year campaign to
discover better ways of using the
world’s water resources. The period
has been designated International
Hydrographical Decade. Last year
the U.S. and Russia agreed to co-ope-
rate on research into desalination and
make their finding available. .

Desalination plants are already in

use where fresh water is scarce. At
Kuwait in the Persian Gulf, for ex-
ample, a complex of five desalting
plants produces 6.6 million gflllOYIS_ of
fresh water daily. An American firm
is planning a nuclear-fl,le'lled plant
that will produce 150 million gallons
daily as well as electricity.

The week in India

(NE\V DELHI—A spokesman for the\
Dalai Lama strongly denied reports
that His Holiness had applied for
political asylum in Thailand.

NEW DELHI—A suggestion by the
International Monetary Fund that the
rupee be devalued in order to correct
foreign exchange imbalance was re-
jected by the Government. A further
tightening of foreign exchange and
licensing is in the offing.

AHMEDABAD-—AN oil field promis-
ing to be India’s biggest source of
crude oil has been discovered in Guj-
erat. The area is not in Kutch.

NEW DELHI—State Home Ministers
approved plans for a unified border
security force for the whole country
and an expansion of the Home Guard
to ensure internal security and civil

defence.

NEW DELHI—A further round-up of
Left Communists is expected in West
Bengal, Bihar and 3unjab, where
their activity is increasing.
TRIPURA—The 3,000 card-holding
members of the Communist Party
have decided to join the Left faction,
having been “non-aligned” since the
split.

CALCUTTA — Over 100 delegates,
critical of both Left and Right Com-
munist parties, formed a third Com-
munist Party with a separate con-
stitution and flag.

NEW DELHI—Union Food Minister
Subramaniam stated that with the
available stocks of food grains the
Government could “meet any situa-
tion in any state”. Prices of grains
were on the decline. The wholesale
index number dropped from 153 in
September to 136 in May.

COIMBATORE —General K. M. Cari-

appa, former Indian Chief of su_ur..

called for objective political thinking

on the highest levels in Pakistan and .
India as the preservation of freedom

in both countries and the security qf

their minorities depended on their

finding a workable relationship.

CALCUTTA-Kevi Yalley, brother of
A. Z. Phizo, left for London to con-
sult his brother on the current nego-
tiations between the Indian Govern-
ment and the Naga underground.
NEW DELHI—Japan has agreed to
purchase 8.5 million tons of Indian
iron ore over the next three years.
Total value of exports of ores to
Japan in the current year will be
Rs. 19 crores.

SRINAGAR-—Union Education Mini-
ster Chagla called for an all-India
minimum wage for teachers. He said
that no new universities would be
opened during the Fourth Plan as the
Government was gravely concerned

at the decline in standards of those
Qeady in existence. J
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VIEWPOINT

Is Annual Bonus Desirable?
By M. S. Pai

By TAKING the extraordinary measure
of issuing an Ordinance, the Govern-
ment have now firmly established
Annual Bonus as a permanent feature
of the industrial scene in India. Many
rightly question the need for an Ordi-
nance to introduce legislation such as
this, and fear that other matters may
fall prey to similar treatment, thus
by-passing Parliament. But whatever
the propriety of this action, is Annual
Bonus a desirable method of reward?
Certainly the bickering, strikes
and general ill-will created in many
industries in the past, in attempts to
establish a quantum acceptable to
management and workers, is some-
thing no-one will be sorry to see dis-
appear—except perhaps the labour
leader who likes to grasp any oppor-
tunity for an annual show of strength.
But will the Ordinance dispense with
negotiation?
Already sections of the community
who feel they have been left out are
clamouring for inclusion. The Ordi-

nance makes it clear that it prescribes
a formula for deriving the minimum.
Will extenuating circumstances not
be brought forward by the score to
justify something more than the mini-
mum, and the bickering start all
over again?

But laying all that aside is bonus
in any form, especially when it is in
the order of 20 per cent of a man’s
total annual wages, a desirable fea-
ture? Without denying the worker
the same total income inclusive
of bonus would it not be better
to abolish bonus altogether? Are not
such bold sweeping reforms called
for if one thinks, not in terms of past
practice, but rather of improving the
general efficiency of industry \\%ﬁch,
as seen when it enters the export
market, is often hopelessly uncompe-
titive in a world market?

How many housewives would not
prefer a wage packet increased by
20 per cent each month rather than

often mortgaged before it arrives?
No one attempts to claim that Annual
Bonus has any incentive value. In
fact, the general " profitability of a
company is as much the result of
good management and favourable
trading conditions as workers’ exertion
—necessary as this is.

But what of the company that is
making no profit? Let them enhance
their basic wage as well by the same
amount and operate their business
more efficiently, or pack up. It might
take a few years to reach that point,
but it is something that should be the
declared aim of the Government, to be
accomplished within a given period
of time. With it could go an all-India
wage scale for manual workers coupl-
ed with well-defined trade and grade
definitions—but no automatic annual
increments, please!

“VIEWPOINT COMPETITION
“Should India make
the atomic bomb?”

FIRST PRIZE: Rs. 20

Closing date: July 2

Not more than 500 words

Rs. 5 will be awarded for each ex-
cerpt published from other entries.
Your entry should be typed or writ-
ten legibly on one side of the paper
only.
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Imagine a world without colour—a light-and-shadow world instead of
our multi-hued universe. Colour implies life, vigour, variety...

Primifive man realised the significance of colour and made it very much

a part of his life. He incorporated it in ritual. He used it for adornment or
to make himself fearsome in battle.

Modern man uses colour even more—to make life varied and joyful—
with bright colour schemes for homes, offices, automobiles— and beautiful
illustrated magazines, multi-coloured rubber and plastic articles.

All these and many others need pigments, and mote so organic pigments
such as those manufactured by COLOUR-CHEM.

Textile printers use organic pigment emulsions as well as synthetic binder
materials, both of which COLOUR-CHEM were the first to manufacture

in India. With the technical knowledge of Germany’s leaders in the field —
FARBENFABRIKEN BAYER AG. and FARBWERKE HOECHST AG.—

and skill born of experience and unceasing research, COLOUR-CHEM
centinue to manufacture the finest qudlity products.

UNQUESTIONABLY

o

R R

COLOUR-CHEM

Distributed through:
* CHIKA LIMITED, Mehta Chambers, 13, Mathew Road, Bombay-4.
« HOBCHST DYES & CHEMICALS LTD.,
Parekh Mahal, Veer Nariman Road, Bombay-1.
* INDOKEM PRIVATE LTD., 221, Dadabhoy Naoroji Road, Bombay-1.

ealourCh (Backed by 100 years of German experience)
Jr ool "’" COLOUR-CHEM LIMITED
Fort House, 221, Dadabhoy Naoroji Road,
Fort, Bombay-1.

Makers of Pigments & Binders 3
in collaboration with 4
FARBENFABRIKEN BAYER AG., Leverkusen, West Germany; and g

FARBWERKE HOECHST AG., Prankfurt, West Germany.
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FOR WOMEN

Big Job For Classroom Rebels

By Joyce Kneale

AS A TEACHER, I know that our
children are longing to leave the
world better for their having been
in it. But are we equipping them
with the tools to do so?

We offer them techniques of earn-
ing a living, but miss giving them the
techniques of how to live. People say
you learn to live by experience. To
some extent this is true. But do we
have to give every child petrol and a
match to prove petrol is inflammable?

I teach in East London. My class
consists of 37 lively, uninhibited ten-
year-olds. These children come from
an area that stood some of the worst
batterings in the war.

One boy of ten shares a small room
with his four brothers and sister,
whilst mother, father and two babies
turn the one sitting room into a bed-
room each night. High spirits are to
be expected in children from such
backgrounds, but it is no excuse for
anarchy. During one of the holidays,
£500 worth of damage was done in a
nearby school when children broke
in, set fire to books and furniture.

Practical Proposals

How does one turn these rebellious,
irresponsible, often dishonest children
with chips on their shoulders, into
worthy, constructive citizens? We
must offer them an aim and a chal-
lenge that will take everything they've
got, to achieve. So I said to this class:
“How can we make the Common-
wealth a pattern of how nations of
all races could work together?”

As a class we visited the new Com-
monwealth Institute, and we studied
the basis of the Commonwealth. Then
we got down to brass tacks. Tirst we
took India, where many children have
one meal every two days. We dis-
cussed why this was so, and made
many enquiries including writing to
India. The class came up with four
suggestions to deal with the situa-
tion: —

1. Put 6d. on the tax of everyone in
the Commonwealth,

2. Load a ship with food which we
contribute and send it to India,
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3. Stop people from being greedy in
India and every other country.

4. Make people honest so that the
loss to the nation through corrup-
tion does not continue.

The two latter suggestions seemed
the most practical so we began with
them. One child had the idea of col-
lecting money to send. It was decid-
ed not only to contribute surplus mo-
ney, but to offer it from sacrifice—
from the money that would other-
wise be spent on sweets. Then we
turned our minds to the corruption.

“Suppose every Englishman who
went abroad was honest,” 1 said.
“Suppose every Indian coming to Bri-
tain found we were trustworthy.”

In a lession earlier in the term, the
children had listed the things they
had stolen. Gradually the meanness
of it was becoming clear to them.
They realized now what effect this
behaviour could have on a country
like India. They decided that they
would pay back money they owed.

Two had debts to settle at a large
store. The .\-Ianugur received us and
the boys apologized and handed over
the money. He told me privately that
his firm was losing thousands of
pounds every year through pilfering.

Another girl went back with mo-
ney to a nearby shop and got her

friend from another school to own up
and pay back also.

The interesting repercussion 1 no-
ticed, as their teacher, was the “pull-
ing together” spirit in the classroom,
and the peace and obedience that
was beginning to grow.

At Christmas my brother and his
wife visited the school. For some
vears they have been living in Ger-
many. Illustrating it with music, my
brother painted a picture of life in
Germany, their homes, lives and
industries. In response the class told
them their interest in making the
Commonwealth 2a pattern of how
nations could live together.

Airmail Friendships

The direct result of this was that
on returning to the Ruhr, my brother
and his wife gathered together many
of the children of the miners’ families
and told them about the class. Those
children want to do something too.
So they began to save money through
doing jobs like carrying coal. In
three months they had collected £ 10
which they sent to India.

A healthy correspondence has
grown up between these German
children and ours. In their letters
they are sowing the seeds of friend-
ship based on care for the world.

Any parents who have children
under thirteen and would like them
to correspond with these young
Londoners, may please write :
Miss J. Kneale, 106 Biddulph Man-
sions, London, W.9.
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LETTERS

DELHI, TAKE NOTE!

SIR: The article on “Nepal and Cey-
lon” was, I believe, so good that it de-
serves ‘‘compulsory reading” at the
highest Government level.

BEJAN J. DARUWALLA
Ahmedabad 4.

LAKHS AND CRORES
SIR: I enjoy reading HIMMAT each
week. For a poor foreigner, however,
could you please clarify one point.
How much is a lakh and how much is
a crore? They are often referred to in
your columns.

J. D. HUTCHISON
Glasgow, Scotland

In India and Pakistan one lakh
represents a hundred thousand and is
written as 1,00,000. One crore is 100
lakhs, or ten million. It is written as
1,00,00,000.—Ed.

SPACE PROPELLANTS
SIR: As a visiting American, I highly
commend Anthony Reynolds for his ex-
citing report on “GT-4"-—the 62-orbit
flight of America’s latest space-twins,
McDivitt and White.

Some misunderstanding may result,
however, from his statement, “The Rus-
sians have always led with their pro-
pellants."”

May I draw to your attention the
fact that in March this year, the Ame-
ricans fired the most powerful rocket

engine ever built. Delivering 3,000,000
pounds of thrust, it roared for 64
seconds, creating the loudest continuous
sound ever produced by man.

Five successfully-tested -1 engines
built by North American will be clust-
ered together to create 7,500,000 pounds
of thrust to boost three Americans into
space for their first landing on the
moon in 1969. By mid-1967 the Thio-
kol Chemical Corporation plans to
launch a rocket using a cluster of four
solid-fuel motors delivering an unbeliev-
able 28,000,000 pounds of thrust.

Early in April, Americans sent into
orbit the world’'s first nuclear rocket,
the SNAP 10A. Its ion engine, suc-
cessfully tested in an 800-mile high or-
bit, shot particles into space steadily at
176,000 m.p.h. Later ion engines are ex-
pected to deliver such thrust as to
carry space vehicles clear of tha solar
system itself.

There is no evidence from Russia
that any engines of comparable power
or sophistication are even within the
realm of possibility in the near future.
It seems that in the field of rocket pow-
er as well as in the highly intricate and
complex non-manned scientific space
programme, the Americans have pur-
chased a commanding lead over the
Russians.

DAVID B. ALLEN

Bombay

HIMMAT announces a prize of Rs. 10
for the best letter received every
week. Letters should be received by
Friday. They should be brief and
exclusive to HIMMAT. Carbon copies
will not be considered.

\ —EDITOR

HUBERT
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“Why don’t you blow it out, Mother-in-law? It's
getting rather warm in here.”
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India’s first
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Metal Cutting
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Machine |

Makers

Crescent Iron & Steel
Corpn. Ltd.

Industrial Estate,
Lalbaug,
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;I'his was a life

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE \

1769—1821

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, son of
an Italian lawyer, was born in 1769
on the island of Corsica, then under
French rule. After a military edu-
cation he became a captain of artil-
lery at the age of 23. When King
Louis XVI was guillotined, Napoleon’s
[ republi.-can sympathies and brilliant
| campaigns saw his swift rise to
General’s rank at 27.

Though small in stature, Napoleon
was giant-sized in his love for
FFrance. Gripped by the ambition
to conquer Egypt and India, he out-
matched the British Army on Egyp-
tian soil but, underestimating the
importance of naval power, had his
fleet destroyed at the Battle of the
Nile in 1798. He fled back to France.

Appointed First Consul, Napoleon
now turned his attention to the ad-
ministration of the Republic. His
Code Napoleon—drafted in one night
—is marked with his clear thinking.
It enabled: the ordinary man to un-
derstand the country’s laws. Christia-
nity, rejected by the Revolutionaries,
was re-established in France. Paris
was beautified and modernized—new
bridges over the Seine, a new water
supply and paved streets.

Bonaparte’s  special  interest in
[ education and outstanding power of
concentration were shown when, on
| the eve of Austerlitz, after a council
| of war with his generals, he dictated
| a plan for the organization of a girls’
i school. The battle was won next day.

In 1804, Napoleon became Empe-
ror. Foiled in his attempt to invade
Britain by the defeat at Trafalgar
he turned on her allies in Europe, in-
flicting crushing defeats upon them.

In 1811, he attacked Russia. He
marched his Grande Armee of 400,000
‘ men on Moscow.  The Russians fell
back, leaving a deserted capital
Unable to engage them in open com-
bat, Napoleon was forced to retreat.
Harassed by Cossacks, starving, and
crippled by the severe winter, three-
quarters of his men died on the trek.

At Leipzig, the combined armies
of Europe defeated the French. Na-
poleon was forced to abdicate and | ¢
was exiled to the island of Elba. |

A few months later, Europe was i
stunned by news of his escape from |
Elba and his Atriumphant progress l

|
|
I
[
1
|

towards Paris. But after a hundred
days, on June 18, 1815, the Allies
routed the French at the Battle of
Waterloo. Napoleon was exiled to
S.t. Helena, where he died of cancer
SIX years later.
Napoleon said that his glory con-
sisted not in forty battles won, but | ,
in his good government and the Code |
Napoleon, which still guides France. |
|

1
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and A |

Readers are invited to send ques-
tions about our land or the world

Q — “Indians talk more and work

less.” Comment.
B. S. RAGHAVENDRA RAO,
Bangalore.

A — Agreed. Sometimes I feel we need
a super-scientific device to convert the
movement of our jaws as we talk—and
sometimes our hands while we talk—
into some kind of electric energy.
That's all. Got other work. G'bye.

Q — HIMMAT states, “India must
choose an ideology superior to Com-
munism and non-Communism."” What
is the outline of such an ideology?

K. R. RAMANATHAN, Bombay.

A — Both Communist and non-Com-
munist worlds have a common weskness.
Neither has produced a corruption-free,
hate-free, selfishness-free society. This
is so because neither has mastered the
secret of making corruption-free, hate-
free and selfishness-free individuals.

Moral Re-Armament is the logical and
practical revolution for Commuaists as
well as non-Communists. On an explod-
ing scale on every continment, it is de-
monstrating that men and women can
find answers for social and eccnomic
problems by transforming their natures,
aims and motives.

Why not make India the world’s most
advanced nation in Moral Re-Arma-
ment?

Q — Is this not the time to define Indian
Socialism?  Will it not be a strong
answer to China’s threat?

R. V. PUROHIT, Poona.

A — Yes, we must define Indian Socia-
lism. Alas, people have conflicting views
of it. Some fight for it because they
think it is the opposite of Communism.
Others support it because they think it
is not far from Communism. Some are
for it because they think it will do
away with our past. Others champion
it as something in keeping with our
tradition.

If Indian Socialism cannot unite India,
if it cannot unite all the Indian Socia-
lists and if it cannot unite even Lhe dif-
ferent Socialists within a particular
Socialist party—Congress, P.S.P., S.S.P.
or any other—how can it unite Asia,
Africa or the world? And if we are
unable to offer something that can meet
Asian, African and world needs, it will
be impossible to answer China’s militant
ideology.

The age of the underdog has cone. No
man or force or nation can thwart it,
thank God. Socialism is inevitable, but
unless it is a revolutionary Socialism
based on Moral Re-Armament, it will
e_ither be a divided, discredited, ineffi-
cient and corrupt Socialism or it will be
the reactionary Socialism of a country
like Red China.

A Socialism that does not change
man’s greedy nature is no different
from selfish capitalism.

Indian Socialists must take the lead
to develop a modern, profound and all-
embracing Socialism that one day can
challenge, include and change men and
women in Peking, Moscow and Wash-
ington.

Q—"“After fourteen years of Nehru's
rule the value of a rupee has gone
down to fourteen paise.” Comment.

V. SATHIAH, Hyderabpad.

A — How you get your figure of four-
teen puzzles me, but I understand what
you are trying to say.

The rupee’s value has certainly gone
down—and drastically. But don’t blame
Mr. Nehru for it all. If he ruled all
those years, all of us lived, too, all those
years. Many of us were in responsible
positions. All of us could have been
responsible citizens if we had wanted
to. And this applies even to those who
may think they are too young or too old.

Mr. Nehru's life had achievements and
failures. Yet history may accuse others
and not him for India’s failures during
these last years. One man, even if he is
Prime Minister, can do a certain armount
but no more. It is those who say, “I will
do nothing myself, but I will criticize
those that try to do something,” and not
the few who assume responsibility, who
will face posterity’s pointed finger.

—R.G.
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Oxce acaix the Commonwealth
Premiers gather in London. Dis-
tinctive r(ﬁ)es, hats and caps will
add more colour for a week to a
landscape already multiracial and
varied. There will be conferences,
and banquets, topped by one presi-
ded over by a gracious Queen.

Someone will carefully work out
the protocol and decide who sits
where at the banquet table, the
conference table an(?] in the official
photographs. Newspapers and the
TV screen will show smiling digni-
tarics and their wives and perhaps
an angry one or two.

Will the gathering achieve any-
thing? Some hold that the Com-
monwealth is a farce, not a force.
I disagree. Yet it is certain that
in the minds of its leaders and
peoples the Commonwealth’s role
is unclear, its value diminishing.

It is equally certain that, given
new motives and challenges, the
Commonwealth can do more thau
any other association of nations for
a confused humanity.

When India decided to stay in
the Commonwealth after frce(iom,
and by consensus Commonwealth
leaders decided to have sovereign
republics as members, Mr. Nehru
declared before Parliament, “We
join the Commonwealth obviously
because we think it is beneficial
to us. The other countries of the
Commonwealth want us to remain
because they think it is beneficial
to them.”

Opposite Views
This satisfaction of one another’s
self-interest has helped to keep the
Commonwealth going even when
on major issues members have
held totally opposite views.
Yet it is not the only reason.
There is also a feeling of friend-
ship and regard among the differ-
ent peoples of the Commonwealth,
created over the years by unsel-
fish comradeship in peace and war.
that has withstood the impact of
political convulsions. This is true
not only of countries like Britain.
Canada, Australia and New Zea-
land, whose ties include those of
blood and religion, but also in the
relations between these countries
and the Asian and African mem-
bers of the Commonwealth.
Some would brush away this at-
titude as sentimental. But I am
not sure that in an age where wars

K;md tyrannies arising out of hate,

~——Commonwealth Count-Down-——
by Rajmohan Gandhi

fear and envy have Kkilled or
chained millions, friendship is a
quality to be debunked.

Having said this, there is still
the reality of political and econo-
mic pulls. From vyear to year.
there has been a decrease in the
proportion of trade among Com-
monwealth members and an in-
crease in their trade with nations
outside the bloc.

The Common Market tempts
Britain and offers her an oppor-
tunity and challenge to sharpen
her industrial machine.

New Political Line-Ups

We must not make an unfair criti-
cism here. Both the ruling Labour
Party and the Conservatives have ex-
pressed their decision to continue aid-
ing the developing nations. Yet it
would be foolish to ignore the belief
of many Britons that they would be
better off tied to Europe than to the
Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth has played
a part in the defence needs of
member nations. Indians are grate-
ful for the quick help that came
from Britain, Australia, New Zea-
land and Canada when China at-
tacked in 1962. However, new
political line-ups are evolving in
the world, casting Commonwealth
nations on different sides, and no
member can assume that other
members will come to its aid if a
non-Commonwealth country at-
tacks it.

'.I'herc Is a growing opinion in
Britain and Canada, for instance,
in favour of a closer relationship
with China. In spite of Chou En-
lai’s recent setback in Africa, it
would be wrong to regard the Af-
rican Commonwealth nations as
immune against China’s influence.

Whether, therefore, it is India
that may want military (or moral)
support against China, or Malaysia
that wants similar support against
an Indonesia egged on by Peking.
it is doubtful that the African na-
tions would provide it, even if they
could.

If the Commonwealth is to be an
effective world force, it has to
stand for, and demonstrate, a type

of life and society that is desired
by both the Communist and the
non-Communist blocs.

A simple, frank look at both the
Communist and non-Communist
worlds reveals similar problems
and requirements. There is greed

for power and wmoney in both.
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There is the pursuit of selfish plea-
sure and indulgence, leading to
divorce, delinquency and broken
homes, in both. There are hates
between youth and age, class and
class, colour and colour and race
and race in both. Both carry with-
in their systems seeds that will
destroy them and civilization itself.

The Commonwealth can make a
united and massive attempt to cure
this basic malady of our age.

Some group of nations, some as-
sociation of races, has got to make
a beginning in this direction. For
many reasons, the Commonwealth
may be nearer the possibility than
any other collection of countries.

It is an association of different
nations.

It is an association of different
races. '

It is an association of different
religions.

It is not directed, politically or
militarily, for or against the Com-
munist bloc or the non-Commu-
nist bloc.

[t is an association based on
something more than one another’s
self-interest.

Who has a Plan ?

To fight to establish a new world
order, covering Washington, Moscow
and Peking, based on Moral Re-
Armament, is the natural destiny of
the Commonwealth. For the evidence
of Moral Re-Armament is conclusive.
Its power to heal hates, end exploita-
tion and replace the “me first” atti-
tude with a new motive of recon-
structing society has been shown on
all continents.

Most, perhaps all, leaders of na-
tions at.the conference will try to
assess what the C()my](mwcalth,
even n its weak state, can do for
their nation. Some, only a few,
will have plans about what their
nation can do for the Common-
wealth.  Will someone go with a
plan and a strategy for what the
Commonwealth can do for the
world through Moral Re-Arma-
ment?

It Mr. Harold Wilson of Eng-
land, Sir Abubakar Balewa of Ni-
geria, Mr. Keith Holyoake of New
Zealand and My, Lal Bahadur
Shastri of India—or any ome of
them or any one else—do this, his-

tory will reckon that role to be
greater than Johnson’s or Eisen-
hower’s,  Brezhnev’s, Kosygin’s

or Khrushchev’s. J
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