
ADDRESS GIVEN BY T. C . ( D I C K I E )  DODDS)

Al A THANKSGIVING SERVICE FOR DR PAUL CAEL:SELL

IN CHRIST'S CHAPEL OF GOD'S GIFT,  DULWICH VILLAGE,

ON 13TH FEBRUARY lgQ5

(y l a t e  w i f e  Ann, s o n  X i c h a e l  and I  shared  t h e  home i n  Dulwich w i t h  Paul
and Anneje t ,  E d i t h  Anne and Digna f o r  1 6  years .  F r i e n d s  would, s a y,  "How on
ear th  do you manage, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  k i tchen?"  W e l l ,  P a u l  a n d  I  k e p t  o u t
of t h e  k i t c h e n  a s  much a s  poss ib le ,  c o n f i n i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o  e n t h u s i a s t i c
apprec ia t ion o f  what  emerged.

Perhaps shar ing  a  home can  bes t  b e  done i f  you have a  common aim.  P a u l  was
once conf ronted  w i t h  a  couple who fought  l i k e  c a t  and dog. T h e y  asked
Paul 's  he lp .  H e  s a i d ,  " T h e  o n l y  way t o  end a  c a t  and  dog f i g h t  i s  f o r  bo th
to chase t h e  same r a b b i t . "  P a u l ' s  r a b b i t  -  h i s  a im  -  was t o  seek  t h e  w i l l
of God and obey i t  and  encourage a l l  h e  mat  t o  do t h e  same.

I suspect  a lmost  everyone h e r e  has heard o f  Ve g r e v i l l e .  Yo u  c o u l d  no t  know
Paul f o r  l o n g  wi thout  l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  wonders o f  Ve g r e v i l l e ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e
small town i n  t h e  A l b e r t a  p r a i r i e s  i n  Canada where Pau l  was born.  P a u l  s a i d
he considered i t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a s k  people  where t h e y  were f rom,  because
i f  t h e y  were f r o m  A l b e r t a  t h e y  would t e l l  you and i f  t h e y  were n o t ,  why
embarrass them?

Paul 's  f a t h e r  was t h e  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  i n  Ve g r e v i l l e .  H e  emigra ted  t h e r e
from t h e  S c o t t i s h  i s l a n d  o f  Canna. H i s  mother came f r o m  Yorksh i re .  T h e y
were o f  rugged s t o c k  and needed t o  be  because l i f e  i n  t h e  p r a i r i e s  was
tough. P a u l ' s  younger s i s t e r ,  E d i t h ,  d i e d  when she was f i v e  i n  mid- w i n t e r.
The f r o z e n  ground prevented b u r i a l  and h e r  body l a y  o n  t h e  f r o n t  porch t i l l
spr ing and t h e  ground sof tened.

Paul dec ided t o  become a  d o c t o r  when h e  was s i x .  l i e  l i k e d  t o  s tudy,  s a y s  he
re l ished exams, a n d  en joyed a l l  s p o r t .  H e  was 2 0  i n  l 9 3 2  when he  graduated
from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia. About  t h i s  t i n e  he  a t tended  a
serv ice  i n  a  B a p t i s t  church t o  h e a r  people  known a s  t h e  Oxford  Group and
t h e i r  l e a d e r  Frank Buchman. T h e  i d e a  h e  t o o k  away was t h a t  God has  a  p l a n
and you nave a  p a r t .  P a u l  s a i d  i t  was t h e  s i z e  o f  Buchman's a im t h a t
in te res ted  h im -  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  was poss ib le  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  s t a t e  o f
nations s t a r t i n g  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s .

Two y e a r s  l a t e r  through t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  ano ther  Oxford Group man, P a u l
made t h e  experiment h i m s e l f  o f  examining h i s  l i f e  b y  t h e  abso lu te  standards
of C h r i s t ,  h o n e s t y,  p u r i t y ,  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  l o v e ,  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e
deepest v o i c e  i n  h i s  h e a r t .  I t  r e s u l t e d  i n  h im r e t u r n i n g  books t o  t h e
Univers i ty  bookshop he had omi t ted  t o  pay  f o r .  F rom t h a t  t i m e  h e  began t o
f ind  a  new a u t h o r i t y  i n  h i s  l i f e .  I n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r s  a s  he moved up t h e
medical l a d d e r  b e  k e p t  i n  touch w i t h  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  Oxford Group.
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In 1938 he went w i t h  a  p a r t y  o f  young people  t o  a  ga ther ing  i n  England.
They took  w i t h  them a  f i l m  c a l l e d  Youth Marches On, i n  which Paul  f e a t u r e d
and which gave t h e i r  new convict ions.

For some t i m e  Pau l  had been on t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  Henry Ford
hospi ta l  i n  D e t r o i t .  i n  1941,  n i n e  years  a f t e r  t h a t  meet ing i n  t h e  B a p t i s t
church, P a u l  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  which changed t h e  course o f  h i s  l i f e  and a s
a r e s u l t  o f  which we a r e  a l l  h e r e  today.  Buchman had a l r e a d y  chal lenged h im
that  what was needed was n o t  j u s t  one more good doc tor  but  a n  answer t o
s e l f i s h  m a t e r i a l i s m  i n  na t ions .  I n  a  t i m e  o f  c u i e t  P a u l  f e l t  a n  i n n e r
c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  God was c a l l i n g  h im t o  q u i t  h i s  j o b  and work w i t h  Buchman
and h i s  team. I t  was a  dec is ion  made more d i f f i c u l t  because h e  knew how
disappointed h i s  parents  would be ,  b u t  t h e y  l a t e r  f u l l y  supported him.

Six months l a t e r  Buchman had a  severe  s t r o k e .  P a u l  was summoned and helped
him back t o  h e a l t h ,  b u t  Buchman f rom t h a t  t i m e  was p a r t i a l l y  para lysed.
Paul became airs personal  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  1 9  years ,  s c a r c e l y  e v e r
leaving h i s  s i d e ,  a n d  was w i t h  h im when h e  d ied .  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  he
t r a v e l l e d  t h e  wor ld  w i t h  Buchman and h i s  team, b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  message o f
change, s t a r t i n g  w i t h  y o u r s e l f ,  t o  statesmen and o r d i n a r y  f o l k  everywhere.

The major  event  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  P a u l ' s  l i f e  was h i s  f a l l i n g  i n  l o v e  w i t h
and marrying Annejet .  S h e  and h e r  parents ,  F r i t s  and S y l v i a  P h i l i p s  o f
Holland, w e r e  a t  t h e  same conference a s  Paul  i n  America. P a u l  went t o  see
Annejet 's  parents  t o  ask  f o r  permission t o  propose. N r s  P h i l i p s  looked hard
at  Pau l  and t h e n  s a i d ,  " I  suppose h e  can  make h e r  happy". D r  P h i l i p s ,  o n
the o t h e r  hand, was  a l l  f o r  going o f f  t o  f e t c h  Anneiet  a t  once and g e t t i n g
the j o b  done.

At a n y  r a t e  t h e y  were marr ied .  Ye a r s  l a t e r ,  when asked what was t h e  s e c r e t
of t h e i r  happy marr ied  l i f e ,  e a u i ,  whose g i f t s  d i d  no t  i n c l u d e  languages
and f o r  whom Dutch remained double Dutch, s a i d ,  " N o  f i g h t i n g ,  n o  b l u f f i n g
and no Dutch!"

But P a u l  had many o t h e r  g i f t s .  H e  was an accomplished a c t o r  and took  p a r t
in IRA p l a y s  i n  Hollywood, Sew York,  Washington, London. H e  once toured  t n e
B r i t i s h  c o a l f i e l d s  w i t h  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  drama c a l l e d  The  Forgot ten  Factor,
aimed a t  producing a  new s p i r i t  i n  t w a t  i n d u s t r y.  P a u l  was u s u a l l y  t h e
tough union l e a d e r  o r  t h e  v i l l a i n .  " Ty p e c a s t " ,  h e  used t o  say.

He wrote  books. One  h e  co-authored w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d  P e t e r  Howard was c a l l e d
Remaking Men and caused a  g r e a t  s t i r  i n  many, i n c l u d i n g  me, w i t h  i t s
s t a r t l i n g  d iagnosis  o f  t h e  human cond i t ion .  H i s  l a s t  book, A  Dose o f  My Ow
Medicine, h a s  had wide accla im.
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Paul l a t e r  scent  much t ime  i n  Canada
who had now been born,  when school p e
Canadian I n d i a n  f r i e n d s .  M e  was a l s o

with Annejet  and E d i t h  Anne and Digna,
rmit ted.  P a u l  worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  h i s
concerned w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  between

the French and Engl ish speaking Canadians. A t  t h e  same t i m e  he  was involved
in Northern I r e l a n d .  P a u l  thought  a l l  t h r e e  groups might h e l p  each o t h e r,
so p a r t i e s  f rom both s i d e s  o f  t h e  d i v i d e  i n  I r e l a n d  went t o  Canada and v i c e
versa. A l l  t h r e e  g o t  f r e s h  perspect ive  on t h e i r  own problems a s  they  t r i e d
to grapple  w i t h  t h e  problems o f  o thers .

In recogn i t ion  o f  t h e i r  regard  f o r  Paul ,  C h i e f  John Snow o f  t h e  Stony
Indians presented him w i t h  a  ceremonial P i p e  o f  Peace and gave h im t h e  name
White Cloud, a  r a r e  honour f o r  a  wh i te  man. When Paul  p roud ly  t o l d  h i s
mother- in- law o f  t h i s  event ,  s h e  regarded him f o r  a  moment and then  s a i d ,
"Excel lent!  Thunder  Cloud. T h e  name s u i t s  you."

A stream o f  v i s i t o r s  came t o  t h e  home i n  Dulwich, where  he  and Annejet
loved t o  e n t e r t a i n :  dockers  f rom Rio,  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  f rom Japan, b l a c k
na t iona l i s t  Leaders f rom South A f r i c a ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  l i k e  Wimhiedon t e n n i s
champion Stan Smith,  whom I  once found knocking up on t h e  back lawn w i t h
the g i r l s ,  K i n g  Michael  and Queen Anne o f  Romania, o p e r a  s i n g e r  Mur ie l
Smith, r e f u g e e s  f rom Vietnam, C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  and Protes tant  Orangemen f rom
Ireland.  What drew them, I  b e l i e v e ,  was  t h e  scope o f  h i s  v i s i o n  f o r  peoples
and countr ies .  T h i s  o f t e n  came o u t  i n  an unexpected t u r n  o f  phrase.

Paul 's  a b i l i t y  t o  say  something t h a t  went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  another
person o f t e n  puzz led me. When I  asked h im how he d i d  i t ,  h e  s a i d ,  " I  d o n ' t
know. I  t r y  t o  ask  God what t o  say  and then  say  i t . "

He d i d  t h i s  once w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r  f rom Morocco. T h e  man had a
b i t t e r  h a t r e d  o f  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  French i n s t a l l e d  government. P a u l  s a i d
to him, " I  f i n d  I  am as  near  t o  God a s  I  am t o  t h e  person f rom whom I  f e e l
most d i v i d e d . "  The n a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r  s a i d  l a t e r ,  " I  thought  I  was a  good
Muslim, b u t  i f  I  was o n l y  a s  near  t o  A l l a h  a s  t o  t h i s  man I  hated ,  I  was a
long way f rom A l l a h . "  He  apologised and t h a t  p layed a  p a r t  i n  changing t h e
his tory  o f  Morocco a t  t h a t  t i n e .

In h i s  l a t e r  l i f e  P a u l ' s  spor t ing  passion was g o l f .  Much t i m e  was spent
pract is ing  h i s  swing i n  t h e  Dulwich garden. P a u l  sometimes admit ted t o  t h e
sin o f  p r i d e .  I  t h i n k  God invented g o l f  a s  an  a n t i d o t e  t o  p r i d e ,  e s p e c i a l l y
i f  your  s k i l l  does not  match your  ambit ion.  When Annejet  t o l d  h e r  f a t h e r  o f
Paul 's  death,  h e  s a i d ,  " H e ' l l  b e  p l a y i n g  g o l f  i n  Heaven a l r e a d y  and, s i n c e
i t ' s  Heaven, h e ' l l  a lways win ."

Paul was a  vigourous gardener.  T h e  Dulwich garden has a  wonderful  f e n c e  o f
rambler roses  t h a t  need a  good annual pruning.  P a u l  was g iven  a  g i f t  o f
secateurs b y  h i s  w i f e  -  I  n o t i c e  wives do t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  -  and each
autumn he would a t t a c k  t h e  pruning w i t h  enthusiasm. I  watched aghast a s  i t
was done i n  accordance w i t h  no gardening manual. T o  my surpr ise  t h e  roses
thr ived and i  concluded t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  books were wrong o r  e l s e  t h e  roses
decided t h e  p r u n e r ' s  h e a r t  was i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  and decided t o  respond.
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Once I  l e t  P a u l  l o o s e  o n  my a l l o t m e n t  t o  d a  some d i g g i n g .  A f t e r w a r d s  h e
s a i d  h e  h a d  a  j o b  r e m o v i n g  some d e e p - s e a t e d  weeds i n  one  c o r n e r .  T h a t  w a s
the a n d  o f  o u r  r h u o a r b .

When y o u  s h a r e  a  home w i t h  someone f o r  1 6  y e a r s ,  y o u  s e e  t h e m  i n  a l l
seasons. T h e  s o u r c e  o f  p o w e r  o f  P a u l ' s  i n n e r  l i f e  w a s  n o  s e c r e t .  M o r n i n g  b y
morn ing I  w a s  aware  o f  h i s  coming  d o w n s t a i r s  a t  4  o r  5  am w i t h  B i b l e ,
notebook a n d  c o f f e e ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  spend  t h e  n e x t  h o u r s  w i t h  t h e  God h e
loved ,  p r a y i n g ,  s t u d y i n g ,  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  s u r r e n d e r i n g  a g a i n  a n d  e v e r  a g a i n
the  s e 1 f w i l l  w e  a r e  a l l  b o r n  w i t h ,  t h a t  G a d ' s  w i l l  m i g h t  h a v e  a  chance .

Many messages h a v e  c o n e  i n  f r o m  r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  I  q o u t e  o n e  f r o m  a n  a r t i s t
i n  Canada:

"When 1  h e a r d  t h e  news,  I  w a n t e d  t o  s h o u t  " F r e e  a t  l a s t !  F r e e  t o  s o a r  h o n e ! "
Thank y o u ,  L o r d ,  f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  man. W h a t  made P a u l  s o  s p e c i a l ?  He
was i n s p i r e d .  H e  was  i n s p i r e d  because  h e  l o v e d  God. A n d  obeyed  God. H i s
obedience t o  God b o r e  f r u i t  i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s .  I  w a s  o n e  o f  t hem.  1
was a  r e b e l l i o u s  y o u n g  h i p p y  when I  f i r s t  m e t  P a u l .  I  w a s  r a t h e r  i n  awe o f
him, b u t  awe t u r n e d  t o  s u r p r i s e  when h e  d i d n ' t  seem t o  c a r e  I  w a s  a  h i p p y.
What h e  c a r e d  a b o u t  w a s  w h a t  1  t h o u g h t  a n d  f e l t .  H e  v a l u e d  my o p i n i o n .  H e
seemed t o  b e l i e v e  i n  my f u t u r e  more  t h a n  I  b e l i e v e d  i n  i t  m y s e l f .  H i s
r e s p e c t f u l n e s s  h e l p e d  t o  d r a w  me t o  God a n d  a  l i f e c h a n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f
C h r i s t . "

She g o e s  o n :  " I  m a r v e l l e d  a t  t h e  l o v e  be tween  h i m  a n d  A n n e i e t  -  s o  f r e s h  i t
renewed o n e ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  M a t r i m o n y  i s  i n d e e d  H o l y . "

R e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  f i n a l  i l l n e s s ,  s h e  s a y s :  " T h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  P a u l ' s  l i f e
were h a r d  f o r  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t i l l  I  r e r e a d  t h e  l i f e  o f  S t  P a u l .  B o t h
s u f f e r e d  i m p r i s o n m e n t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  W h a t  t h e y  n e v e r  l a s t  w a s
t h e i r  l o v e  o f  God a n d  t h a t  i s  t h e  mos t  p r e c i o u s  t h i n g  anyone  c a n  h a v e . "

We t h i n k  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  A n n e j e t ,  E d i t h  Anne a n d  D i g n a  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  I
would l i k e  t o  s a y  a  s p e c i a l  w o r d  o f  t h a n k s  a n d  d e e p  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  w a y
E d i t h  a n d  D i g n a  s h a r e d  t h e i r  Dad w i t h  s o  many down t h e  y e a r s .  i t  c o u l d  n a t
have b e e n  e a s y.  H e  f o u g h t  f o r  a  g o d l y  h e r i t a g e  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h a t  f i g h t  w i l l  b e  honou red .

When P a u l  w a s  2 1 ,  h i s  m o t h e r  w r o t e  t o  h i m :  " G o d  h a s  s i g n a l l y  b l e s s e d  y o u ,
my s o n ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  h e  h a s  a  g r e a t  t a s k  f o r  y o u  t o  d o .  N e v e r  l e t  g a  o f
Gad. H e  i s . "

Paul a c c e p t e d  t h a t  g r e a t  t a s k .  h e  n e v e r  l e t  g o  o f  Goa.  l o w  h e  i s  gone  t o  b e
f o r e v e r  w i t h  t h e  God who i s .  O n e  d a y  s o o n  we s h a l l  m e e t  a g a i n .  M e a n w h i l e
f o r  h i s  l o v e ,  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  c o m r a d e s h i p  a n d  f o r  h i s  l i f e ' s  w o r k  we g i v e
thanks .

Amen.


