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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 8th August, 1988

Dear Friends,

There have been so many joys, so many reasons for gratitude to
share in these letters, so many moving reminders of the amazins world
family that we are called to be part of. Why should I have imagined
that we should be spared the pain and even the revolt and incomprehen
sion in the face of life's greatest mystery? Yesterday, in the words of
one friend, we had a sudden visit from the angel of life. At the
beginning of Sunday lunch, in the main dining room. Serge Borel
collapsed and died of a massive heart attack.

Within seconds doctors were at his side. For a full hour, a first

rate ad hoc medical team fought to restore him to life - a Swedish heart
specialist, a Filipino nurse specialising in emergency re-animation,
one of Serge's best friends. Dr. Jaccottet, just up for the day with
his family, then an ambulance crew, and finally a helicopter team from
the cantonal hospital in Lausanne, landed on the lawn. All that could
have been done was done. And through it all, there was the most amazing
prayerful silent atmosphere in the packed dining room. All those who
came from outside were struck by it and commented on it. We can never
forget those minutes spent together, the other world just a breeze-
breath away through a translucent screen. It was the anniversary of
Frank Buchman's death.

Serge was 54, had just come back from a holiday with the family...
We cannot yet quite grasp what has happened. How to understand the ways
of God? And perhaps if we understood, we'd be gods ourselves - and
we're not. It seems that it wasn't an accident; it was the chosen
moment. Regula, Jean-Denis, Sylviane and Marie-Claude were all here,
are here for now. They already have felt the prayerful support of so
many of their closest friends who were on the spot. In the difficult
days to come, they will have the prayers of so many more.

It is very hard to continue, to leave Serge, even in words and turn
to other matters. What is God telling us all? Life goes on, the
conference goes on, there is much to do. The army of helpers on the
other side is strengthened by a calm, strong, gentle presence.

Last Monday, 1st August, we welcomed, as expected, 15 from the
Chinese diplomatic mission in Geneva for the afternoon and evening
celebrations of the Swiss national day. The threatened bad weather
passed us by. They heard and tried to play alpenhorns, saw a flag
thrower jungling with his Swiss flag. They also had a visit of the
house, with some of its past and present, a brief outline of Swiss
history and the meaning of the day. They processed up the hill with the
rest of the village and the conference. We still have to decide what
to do with the crate of Chinese beer that they gave us by way of thanks I
But tomorrow, 20 of us are invited to dinner with them in Geneva, so it
is an on-going saga.
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