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INTRODUCTION EVENING

'MAN, MORALS, BELIEF & FREEDOM'

Welcome & Introductions
0) A s s e m b l e  informally in a circle. Welcome everyone officially, introduce yourself, as openly as

seems appropriate. Then, number off in pairs 1&2, 1&2. No.1 interviews No.2 for five minutes,
asking many questions to discover as much about the other person as possible, then No.2 asks No.1
for another five minutes. Make notes if necessary. Then ask people to introduce their companion to
the others.

Scene Setting
1) H a v e  you ever done a big jigsaw puzzles with thousands of pieces(?) The picture is usually of a

rather indistinct scene with few clear outlines or contrasting colours. How did you begin(?)
Yes; people begin with the corners and edges, then try to follow the picture. Its a challenge and
that's what makes jigsaws fun.
Life is a big jigsaw puzzle too, and if you accept the challenge it can also be great fun, but it comes
without a picture to follow!
Before anyone can fit my of the pieces into place they need some idea of what picture they are
trying to create. They need a clear picture of what LIFE is about. Without this picture, people go
picking up the pieces of life, knowing many pieces quite well, but seldom being able to fit any of
them together into a recognisable whole that makes sense.
It is a paradox and a tragedy of modern times that people today know so much - but often
understand so little. Knowledge; the thing our culture strives so hard for, is not understanding an
understanding is necessary if people are to handle life effectively.

2) M u c h  understanding comes from simple things. I want to read you a short passage about Edward
Bear, a famous children's story character in Britain. He is a furry soft toy, much loved by a small
boy called Christopher Robin who has taken him by the foot and is going down stairs with him.
"Here is Edward Bear, coming downstairs now, bump, bump, bump, on the back of his head, behind
Christopher Robin. It is, as far as he knows, the only way of coming downstairs, but sometimes he
feels that there really is another way, i f  only he could stop bumping for a moment and think of it."

Edward bear only knows one way of doing something, coming down stairs, but he just feels there
must be another, better way... he just can't quite focus on it. He doesn't know where to begin.
I wonder, do you recognise the feeling there must be a better way? Do you, like Edward Bear
wish you could just stop bumping for a moment and think of it? I guess you do - because here you
are, looking for better ways of understanding and dealing with life!
And that is what the course aims to do. This course is not about great new knowledge, but about
making sense of what you perhaps already know, so that you can use it more effectively. If we
wish to understand life we must understand ourselves - Human Needs & Nature. Stephen J. Gould, L'tr-, 'L,L7
a professor at Harvard University wrote in a recent essay:

-r•
"The details of individual lives are not mere frills without power to shape the large-scale course of
events, but particulars that can alter entire futures, profoundly and forever."

I agree with him. Everyone has a significant contribution to make, but only a few seem to
contribute effectively and influence events while most other people don't. We are going to look at
how people become effective.
This course is about the Foundations of Freedom. It is about helping people become clearer and
stronger, to become obedient to their deepest convictions, not led by ambition or fear or greed or
prejudice. Such new, morally re-armed people are greatly needed everywhere in the world. They,
YOU, are the salt of the earth, the light for others, the generous leadership that is so much needed
in this battle for the best to triumph in your NATION and the world.



By the end I hope you will have seen a clearer picture of life's jigsaw, a picture that makes sense of
the pieces you have. I  hope that you will be excited and challenged enough to enjoy developing
more of the picture in the years to come, so that you see its grand patterns, and true colour and
beauty.

Practical Matters and Expectations

3) T h e r e  are a number of things that we should all know for the benefit of the Course as a whole:-

a) T a k i n g  Notes. You should all have a pad or notebook and writing instrument. Please take
notes. You will need them during and after the course.

b) A s k  Ouestions. This may be new or unusual to you, but this course IS unusual! You are
not here to learn, but to understand. I f  you do not understand - ask questions, stop us, ask
us to explain another way. Talk to us afterwards, over a meal, when walking, but ask
Questions! This way YOU will uncover the gold that is hidden away inside you and other
people.

c) W h e n  we ask YOU questions we are NOT trying to test you or trap you. Jusy give your
opinion. There are not RIGHT answers, only different viewpoints. Gold.

d) T i m e  keeping. The program is very full. We need 10 working days. We have some spare
days available, so i f  we keep to time and program we can all have some days to visit,
walk, or relax. We will start sessions promptly, so please be there! This will be the signal.

i t  (Small bell or whistle) My watch is the official watch. 5 minutes late and you sing t s all!

e) S l e e p .  No-one believes me when I say this. but I say it every time. GET ENOUGH
SLEEP! You are working all day in a foreign language. There is much brain work to be
done. You need a rested mind and a clear head i f  you are going to get the best from this
course. Don't stay up late talking, take time during the day for that!

f) S m o k i n g  & Alcohol. These are personal choices, but for the comfort of others, please
don't smoke during sessions, and preferably not indoors. Alcohol does not help one's
concentration, so please drink only moderately when you do.

g) D a i l y  program. (Make a wall program and point out main features.)

R&D Time. Research & Development or Reflection & Decision. Every morning
together. Venue. You will be given fresh questions each day to consider. Write
thoughts down. Private.

Evenings. What should we plan to do? Party, barbeque, dance etc.

h) H o u s e  Rules. As seems appropriate to draw to people's attention in each particular place.

Attitude

4) L a s t l y :  We all came here for a serious purpose, and while that will mean hard work and
willingness to participate and be open, it will not prevent us having a great deal of fun together.
Everything depends on you participating. I f  everyone puts in their very best, everyone will get the
very best, and have a memorable and valuable, great fun time.

SO WELCOME TO A WEEK OF HARD WORK, GOOD FUN AND FELLOWSHIP!



'MAN, MORALITY, BELIEF & FREEDOM'

Section 1

What Sets Man Apart?
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 1

a) - H o w  does Science see Man?
-What kind of knowledge about Man does Science provide?

b) - W h a t  kind of question is "What is 'To be Human?"?
-What does such a question explore?

d) - S c i e n c e  and Philosophy both describe Man, but which is right?
-Can, indeed should, both be mutually supportive in drawing an accurate picture?

e) - W h a t  is so extraordinary about much of recent science's discoveries about the origins of the
universe and the potential for Life?

-Do the numerous extraordinary, specific 'coincidences' suggest randomness or design?

g) - A t  the very simplest, what broad characteristics has Man's nature?

h) - I s  a simply observed physical description adequate to characterise Man?
-How real is 'inner life'?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 1

01.01 W h a t  Ouestion Are We Asking?

a) C h e m i s t r y ,  physics and biology explain Human Beings as proteins, atoms, organs and so forth.
Science dissects Man to view him in parts from different angles and at very close range. It makes
measurements of Man and asks 'What is Man?'

b) O u r  question is different. Others have dissected Man; we seek to reconstruct from these parts a
broader, general understanding of Man. We ask 'What is to be "Human"?' This is not science but
philosophy. What makes us unique, what sets us apart from all other animals, what makes us tick?
Our question explores our HUMAN NATURE. I t  maps an other region, one in which we
experience and understand Life.

c) T h i s  is not a specialist course. I t  is GENERALIST, an assembly, an overview, touching only
briefly on generally acceptable ideas and experiences from many specialist fields. Our results will
not be measurements but general principles, insights, valuations, guidelines. We hope to give you a
basic FRAMEWORK about Human Nature and Life which you will then be able to develop further
as experience and insight grows.

d) S c i e n c e  and philosophy must overlap i f  we are to assemble a complete picture. The more science
discovers about us the clearer it becomes that Man is MORE THAN JUST PARTS. Everywhere
science is confronted by huge statistical odds against Life occurring. That it does occur depends on
numerous exact coincidences, far beyond even unreasonable chance.

e) T a k e  the 'Big Bang'. Had the universe expanded a fraction faster matter would have scattered too
much to coalesce into stars or earth. Slower and there would be just a huge black hole. Take
carbon's ability to form long molecules that can reproduce, and the very slight instability of these
molecules that mean that mutation is possible! Take Human DNA. This chain is made from a few
basic 'links' which can assemble in any order. But to be valid over 8 billion 'links' must assemble
in exactly the right order!

f) T h e  improbabilities are so great that the reality looks purposeful, as if LIFE is woven into the very
fabric of the universe. I f  one is honest, even a hard boiled sceptic must begin to suspect some
'premeditator', a CREATOR, in all this.

g) M a n ' s  nature has some basic characteristics. Clearly he has a physical nature with certain assets,
characteristics and limitations, Also a social nature by which he sees himself as part of a greater
group, and an individualistic nature by which he recognises himself as unique.

h) B u t  there is more to Man's nature; the 'other region' mentioned earlier, his 'inner life'. It was in
recognising and relating to this that Man first began to seriously diverge from the other animals.
Our question, 'What sets Man apart?', and this Course, lead us this way, to explore what this inner
life is, how to develop and relate to it and how as a result to become a free Person.

i) W e  begin by looking at the main elements of Man's Human Nature, from which we begin to
assemble a picture of Man. Gradually we hope to see a clearer general picture emerge as we
progress.
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 2

a) - W h a t  are Man's fundamental limiting factors?

b) - W h a t  advantageous physical circumstances have we?
-Are these unique to Man?

c) - W h a t  price do we pay for having a big brain?

d) - W h y  is it not possible to teach an old do new tricks?
-What makes Man and some other animals different?

e) - M a n ' s  physical characteristics are not unique, so what are our particular advantages?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 2

01.02 O u r  Physical Nature. Basic Assets & Limitations.
a) M a n  is an ANIMAL. Our body is our baseline, the 'given' with which we have to work. Like all

other animals we are LIMITED by our regular need for sustenance, shelter and adequate good
health, but next to them we are relatively SLOW and WEAK, our five senses are not so well
developed, nor are we well equipped to defend ourselves. Such limitations by themselves are a
recipe for extinction!

b) O n  the positive side, while we are not strong we have unusual stamina. Binocular vision with our
upright stance gave us greater range of vision, but also allowed our limbs to specialise. Our
opposable thumb gave us good grip. We can hold, focus on and manipulate things to our benefit.
Our digestion, though not very efficient, allows us to eat most things. (Particularly if we soften and
break them down a bit by cooking.) Though we reproduce slowly with a long gestation, we can do
so at any time, to take advantage of circumstances. But such characteristics are not unique to Man.

c) N o r  is a big BRAIN. Many other animals have similar relative brain sizes, but there must be some
biological advantage for we pay a big price for ours. Firstly, we are born helpless, under developed
and about nine months too early! Developing the brain fully in-utero would compromise other
skeletal advantages and eighteen months gestation would risk both mother and child for too long.
Secondly, programming this big brain takes a long time, a minimum of about 12 secure years,
often much longer before offspring are able to be 'adult' in their surroundings.

d) W h i l e  being adult is an important benefit, so is the juvenile skill of learning. Most animals only
learn as juveniles and become 'set' as they reach adulthood. Man, and some other animals, retain
this youthful ability and never stop LEARNING - to their great advantage. Man cheated extinction
by being adaptable, by using what he had well, by using sharp stones instead of claws and teeth, by
taming fire, animals and plants, by using skins for the fur he lacked.

e) C l e a r l y ,  our brain is Man's great physical asset, but what it does is what matters. That is unique to
Man. It is not so much our individual physical assets and limitations that set us apart rather it is
their subtle COMBINATION. Once again, the odds against it all coinciding are huge.
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 3

a) - W h a t  is the difference between solitary, group and social animals?
-What benefits do a shoal of fish or a flock of birds derive from association?

b) - W h a t  benefits are there in association for:-
a swarm of bees,
a pack of lions,
Man?

-How much does instinct influence this?

c) - W h y  are Social Animals so successful?
-What are the great advantages of being a super-organism?

d) - W h y  are primates more intelligent than need be?
-What happens if you deprive a child of socialisation?

e) - W h a t  value and disadvantages are there in instinct for other animals?
-Why does Man value it less?

-Many animals communicate but what is different about Man's method?
-How does Man communicate?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 3

01.03 O u r  Social Nature.
a) S o m e  animals are SOLITARY, only associating with their kind to procreate. Others benefit,

through security in numbers, from GROUP existence, by being part of a herd, flock, pack or
shoal. But they derive only slight other benefit from the Group.

b) F o r  man, with his physical needs and limitations, Group existence offers many valuable, even
necessary benefits, particularly for general security. But Man is a SOCIAL ANIMAL and they
take the group idea and benefits further.

c) S o c i a l  animals are very successful. They benefit directly form each other all the time, in a
COOPERATIVE way. Their success lies in their integration of effort regulated by a group will.
This gives them a momentum that solitary animals cannot match. They act as a greater entity, a
SUPER-ORGANISM, the effective sum of all its individual parts, but where the individual is of
incidental importance. Cfra...$0.4../

d) H i g h e r  social animals gain even more from each other. Primates are observed to be much more
INTELLIGENT than their physical circumstances require. This comes about because they interact
socially. (Deprive a child of socialisation and it's intelligence suffers.) By relating to each other in
a constant and generally competitive manner, by needing to maintain position and advantages, they
stimulate and develop their faculties and intelligence.

e) B u t  an animal's range of behaviour, social or otherwise, is GOVERNED by their particular non-
adjustable biological programme, INSTINCT. This is Nature's safeguard so that everything stays
within premeditated limits and develops slowly, at evolutionary pace, each event acting upon the
other and adjusting the whole.

f) M a n ,  however, took another vital but non-physical step. He began to make and use sounds
cooperatively, meaningfully and eventually objectively. Gradually he developed the physical
equipment and the mental pathways for LANGUAGE. With this came the ability to organise his
I'll:INKING and COMMUNICATE his thoughts, to IMAGINE past and future, to handle abstract
ideas, evaluate, learn from others and decide how best to BEHAVE.

g) In the biological sense, these new skills made Man the most Social Animal of them all.
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 4

a) - W h y  can it be said that language gave Man choice?
-Do you think that human nature been affected by our choices?

b) - W h a t  does being aware differ o m  being conscious?
-Why does recognition of our uniqueness make us uneasy?
-What basic need does that illuminate?

c) - W h y  is the accurate naming of things important?
-Could one read one's own mind before the tools of language such as names?
-Why is the truth related to one's limitations.

d) - C a n  you give examples of how man exceeds his natural limitations?
-Are Man's powers unlimited?

e) - D o e s  Man's sense of vulnerability affect the way he uses his powers?

-What are the effects of personal power on the social animal strategy that Man needs to survive?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 4

01.04 O u r  Individualistic Nature.
a) A t  this point, language could be said to be the distinctive mark of Humankind, it is our medium. It

was the consequences of language that freed Man from instinctive behaviour and gave him
CHOICE. What Man did with that choice has shaped HUMAN NATURE, from which flows the
way we naturally tend to behave.

b) T h r o u g h  language Man became CONSCIOUS, able to integrate what he sensed 'out there' with a
mind model of reality that he could now develop 'in here'. He became aware of himself as an
individual with an 'in here' different from others - and he felt ALONE, vulnerable. His uniqueness
was frightening and he recognised a deep need to be a part, to relate, to be loved. The seeds of
Man's INNER LIFE had begun to germinate.

c) T o  define things, Man began naming them, even these newly know feelings. And so began the
sorting of order and meaning from the unexplained around him. He could now foresee and not
merely recall. He could communicate with himself, read his own mind, plan, experiment and
decide. All he had to do was discover his limits. For this he needed to establish what was reality,
what was TRUTH, what was the way forward.

d) M a n  learns fast. He soon exceeded the limitations of his physical body with clothing, tools,
weapons etc. and extended his dominion. He became almost unlimited in potential and
POWERFUL. Whatever stood in his way could be conquered.

e) A w a r e  of himself and able to project his mind back, and into the future, Man could now channel
the benefits of his skills and actions towards himself alone, to reduce his vulnerability by increasing
his personal potential and power. Such INDIVIDUALISTIC self centredness coupled with a deep
and unregulated desire for security and power are qualities that erode and destroy social animal and
super-organism advantages!

f) T h i s  'unregulated' evolutionary path, while full of POTENTIAL, is also full of DANGER, it has
allowed Man to become the most effective predator, even upon himself, the ultimate Anti-social
Animal!
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 5

a) - I s  man governed or ungoverned by Nature and in what ways?
-At what cost does Man get free from the limitations of instinct?

b) - T o  what extent can Man abandon nature's laws?
-Is Man's nature basically static or dynamic, stable or unstable?

c) - W h a t  is needed before anything will evolve?
-When things get tough, what determines whether evolution or extinction occurs?
-Why is evolution a stable system?

C) I L L U S T R AT I O N .  Ball bearing in a watch glass. Stable, returns to the centre if disturbed.

d) - I s  the tendency of any uncontained system to concentrate or dissipate? What does this mean for
Man?
-Man changes situation rather than himself. Why? What disadvantages could this conceal? Is such a
strategy likely to be stable or unstable in nature's terms?

D) I L L U S T R AT I O N .  Ball bearing on an overturned watch glass. Unstable, runs off to the edge.
Needs something to prevent the ball getting completely lost. Innovation is unstable.

e) - W h a t  basic characteristics has Man to balance in himself in order to make Human progress?

f&g) G R O U P S  of three. Discuss and report back on:-
1) W h a t  you need to know in order to control a motor car, a ship or an atomic reactor.
2) W h a t  must Man understand before he can begin to regulate his own behaviour?
3) W h a t  must he discover before he can understand himself?
4) W h a t  must be do with that knowledge?

h) - W h a t  is the body of knowledge called that describes Man's nature and needs?
-Through what source does Man derive such knowledge?
-What is the nature of such knowledge?
-What do the words 'instant wisdom' mean?

i)

j)
-On what should Man base his self regulatory strategies?

-What comes about when man accepts regulatory strategies?
-What is the social embodiment and expression of wisdom called?

k) - W h a t  sort of common foundations go into being called 'Human'?
-What completely jeopardises these things?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 5

01.05 O u r  Evolutionary Strategies.
a) L a n g u a g e  gave Man a unique EVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY - via intellect, thought, choice and

co-operation. In sidestepped 'evolution' in favour of a 'fast track' Man seeks to be
UNGOVERNED by Nature, to be FREE.

b) A n d  Nature allows it, so long as we accept her rules for Human development and take
RESPONSIBILITY for our actions. But flout her rules and Nature steps in again. Then we go back
to jungle survival, long forgotten hard rules, red in tooth and claw.

c) B i o l o g i c a l  evolution is slow and needs a MOTIVE. While conditions are congenial an organism
will not evolve, but if uncongenial circumstances are within the organism's instinctive range,
biological evolution occurs. This system is STABLE. It naturally returns the animal to the best
'fit', over time, adjusted all round.

d) E v o l u t i o n  by intellect is rapid, and speed is its own incentive! Man asks "What if...?" and through
the answer makes an intellectual step in his own evolution. Man has become super adaptive. Now
he changes the situation rather than himself, and places himself in the least pressurised position as
fast as possible. This attitude is individual and self centred. We can easily overlook what Nature
would allow for. This new strategy is basically UNSTABLE, capable of destroying what we
collectively need. Man's new power is dangerous!

e) M a n  has to BALANCE the reality of his social animal nature with his individualistic nature, on
both of which being 'Human' depends. Man's greatest success derives from being a dynamic
individual and an integral part of cooperative super-organism. Together we are greater than the sum
of our various parts. Individual super-egoism does not work!

0 P l a i n l y ,  Man needs a means for regulating his progress, but to do this he must first develop deep
INSIGHT about himself.

g) M a n ' s  ability to reflect, his awareness of 'in here', unique separateness enabled Man to recognise
the reality beyond his body and mind. He sensed his incompleteness and began to uncover the vital
force within that makes him so. He had to find, recognise and value his SPIRIT and spiritual nature
and then embody it's insights into all his regulating mechanisms, taboos, rituals, self disciplines and
laws. The development of Man's inner life took another big step forward.

h) O v e r  millennia, Man has gathered empirical spiritual insights that go to the root of his original and
new nature and his needs. Such insights are called WISDOM, the record of spiritual, MORAL and
ETHICAL awareness that illuminate what Man understand as - HUMAN.

i) R e g u l a t o r y  strategies based on Wisdom embody and serve the needs of HUMANITY. Strategies
with no basis in Wisdom do not, they serve some other end.
(This is a key concept. In attempting to regulate Man's behaviour social systems either embody or
neglect this principle and either work or fail accordingly.)

j) T h e  use of widely accepted regulatory strategies, that focus the two elements of our nature, bring
about extraordinary levels of super-organism called SOCIETY. How a Society embodies and
expresses Wisdom in its regulatory mechanisms is called it's CULTURE.

k) A  number of strategies form the common foundations from which Mankind has been able to
steadily build his cultures. Among them are: Communicating, sharing resources and truthful
information, concern for others and the group, loyalty, reliability, planning and cooperating. All
these are jeopardised if there is no basis for reaching COMMON AGREEMENT. This will be
discussed in more detail later.
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 6

a) - W h a t  is Man's principle paradox in trying to develop and make progress?

b) - C a n  human Society operate without the guiding presence of an Authority?
-What kinds of Authority are there? Experts (Doctors), Appointees (Teachers), Consensus
(Football).
-In what ways can one relate to an Authority?
-What decides our relationship? Hearsay, prejudice, experience or belief?

B) I L L U S T R AT I O N .  Ask:-
1) W h o  enjoys sport? (most people enjoy some form of sport)
2) W h a t  makes sport enjoyable, what drives it on, which if removed would make the very

idea of sport impossible? (voluntary submission to the rules)

c) - W h e r e  does Authority come from?
-Why do people submit to an Authority such as the Armed Forces or God?
-What part does Wisdom play in Authority?
-What kind of Authority rejects Wisdom?

d) - I s  Wisdom to do with temporary truth or eternal truth?
-Would temporary truth be an adequate basis for Society?
-What does eternal truth offer that is so valuable?

e) - W h a t  is the connection between Wisdom and Love?
-What is Man without Wisdom?
-Can non-believers recognise and use Wisdom?
-Do non-believers recognise the spiritual dimension of their life?
-If non-believers recognise both Wisdom and spirit, might it be that exploring and using them could
reveal the connection?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 6

01.06 O u r  Need for Authority
a) O u r  paradox is that we need individual self esteem and expression, and to realise our own

aspirations, but if these objectives are at odds with other's needs , they erode society - the very
thing that originally liberated us. We simply cannot be allowed to act unregulated,or chaos ensues.

b) W i s d o m  records that before we can reach common agreement, and thus cooperate with others in
our own Society, we must voluntarily submit ourselves to an AUTHORITY greater than ourselves.

c) S u c h  Authority may be a strong Chieftain, or the laws of an administration, but both need to submit
voluntarily to a GREATER AUTHORITY than themselves, or they will be seen to neglect Wisdom
and to serve ends other than the interests of good governance. I f  Wisdom is not at the core of
Authority - the free spirit of Man rebels.

d) T o  regulate his complex nature, (and to restore a stability similar to that of instinctive behaviour)
Man needs to submit himself individually and collectively to the AUTHORITY OF WISDOM with
its bedrock of absolute Spiritual, Moral and Ethical standards. Any lesser regulating objectives
would be achievable. Only such ABSOLUTE STANDARDS remain eternal, out of reach but
worth ASPIRING to and therefore able to guide and regulate society surely, over time.

e) W i t h o u t  Wisdom Man has no knowledge of how to be Human. Christianity holds that Man is made
in the image of GOD, that Wisdom is another name for God, and that God is LOVE. Without
Wisdom central to Man's consciousness he cannot reflect the image of God, he remains a savage,
in the dark, ignorant of his spiritual nature.
Only when our life, private and public, is deeply related to God do we overcome the lonely
conscious ache of our individuality and become integrated, complete, whole, loved. Only when we
fully appreciate, develop and live into our inner life do we come alive as Human Beings.
What sets Man apart is the fact that he is a fundamentally spiritual and religious being whose
meaning and purpose is to be discovered in the inner life he has.
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Sample Questions 0 1 . 0 7

a) - F r o m  what is culture woven?

b) - I n  what are all cultures the same?
-How can this insight help us relate to others?
-What is meant by 'cultural choice'?

c) - W h a t  determines the complexity of a culture?

D) G R O U P S  of five.
1) I n  what ways can people can be persuaded to invest their effort in their culture, rather than

simply in their immediate concerns?

e) - W h a t  kind of culture runs without the authority of the people?
-How does a Compulsion Culture divert attention from its methods?
-What does such a culture use to maintain order?
-Do you know families like this?

t) - C a n  such a culture inspire great effort from its people?
-Why is such effort unsustainable?
-How do such cultures end?
-Why is such collapse so hard to recover from?

-What alternative to Compulsion Culture is there?
-How is it different?
-On what does it rely for survival?
-Do you know families like this?

g)

H) I L L U S T R AT I O N .  Ask:-
1) W h a t  would be the response of an exclusive Ladies Club to a membership application from

a Gentleman?
2) H o w  would such a club deal with a member who seriously disgraced the club in public?
3) W h a t  would be the long term result if the club did not take such decisions?

h) - C a n  one be too firm in defending beliefs, standards, customs and laws?
-What is the difference between holding strong opinions and holding fixed opinions?
-How can one determine which is which? Does 01.02 d) hold any clues?

i) - W h a t  effect has constant information on people?
-How does this effect cultures?
-What is the destabilising factor in constant 'raw' information?

j) - H o w  does the cycle of cultural disquiet run?
-What is the lacking ingredient that restores stability and perspective?

k) - W h a t  gradually erodes Consent Cultures?
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WHAT SETS MAN APART? 0 1 . 0 7

01.07 O u r  Cultural Approaches
a) C u l t u r e  is the cloth woven from the various physical, social, spiritual and individual elements of

Man's nature, coloured by the strategies he has developed and used to regulate his Society and
through which he expresses his need for a supreme Authority to channel and direct his efforts.

b) C u l t u r e s  are unique, yet they all seek to do the same things. Typically, the teaching of the young,
the regulation of the strong, the correction of the wayward, the recognition of the individual and the
conferring of rights, explaining origins, relating to God, and so forth. How each of these objectives
is attempted is a CULTURAL CHOICE. One way can be abandoned for another, but each
objective must be achieved!
Cultures vary from place to place. Some are very simple with fewer patterns, while others are rich
and complex, depending on the Wisdom available and the truths that are held to be unshakable.

d) B e f o r e  a culture can develop people have to be PERSUADED in some way to invest their energy
and dynamism in something other than their immediate concerns. In essence this persuasion can be
either by COMPULSION or by CONSENT.

e) C O M P U L S I O N  CULTURES run by the use of POWER and edict. They retain no Authority from
their people and to justify the elimination of the individual's interests Wisdom is refocussed, (or
trivialised) in favour of the present and potential material reality.

f) S u c h  cultures can achieve high levels of 'input energy' but only until people's physical, mental and
spiritual resources and reserves are exhausted. Then chaos overtakes them. At that point people are
so exhausted, demotivated, socially dis-integrated and depleted of alternative cultural experience or
skills that the wreckage attracts other POLITICAL PREDATORS.

CONSENT CULTURES run by and with the Authority of their people. They reflect and facilitate
people's deep aspirations and are vibrant, dynamic and progressive. 'Input effort' can be sustained
at high levels so long as people's physical, mental and spiritual needs are being properly refreshed.
This depends on Wisdom being kept central to all aspects of the Culture.
A Culture defines itself by it's beliefs, standards, customs, manners and laws. These find
expression in daily life and art, but a Culture ceases to warrant the name if it does not DEFINE
and DEFEND what it stands for. It evolves gradually through debate and the consent of the people.

e modern bombardment of INFORMATION present Cultures with conditions never before
encountered. Information is not the same as understanding yet people and politicians act on it. Such
information based action can rapidly lose touch with Wisdom and diverge from the definitions the
Culture seeks to uphold. This brings a rate and type of change that people find disquieting. It DE-
STABILISES what they hold to be true, even though they may not be able to clearly explain it.

j) T h e  more disquieted people become the more they feel that something must be done. Such action
for action's sake in turn creates more disquiet. This cycle occurs when information and knowledge
replaces Wisdom and understanding as the basis for decision making.

k) C o n s e n t  Cultures are gradually eroded by de-linking spiritual values and expected standards of
behaviour from the way in which people behave. Then information becomes seductive as people
seek for meaning among the shreds of their 'inner life'.
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