
Personalia
Dr  F r a n c i s c u i i  M o o r r e e s ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  t r a v e l l i n g  ' t e a m  o f

the O x f o r d  G r o u p  t h a t  i s  a t  p resen t  v i s i t i n g  B loemfon te in ,  i s  t h e  younges t
son . o f  P ro fesso r  A .  Moor rees ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  S t e l l a n h o s c h  T h e o l o g i c a l

Seminary a n d  n o w  c h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Stellenbosch. B o r n  i n  C a p e  To w n  o n  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1895,
D r  Moor rees  rece ived h i s  e a r l i e r  educat ion  i n  t h e  sohool
at  Ste l lenbosch a n d  t h e n  a t  V i c t o r i a  Col lege,  n o w  t h e
Univers i ty  o f  S te l lenbosch,  f r o m  w h e r e  h e  g r a d u a t e d
as a  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  w i t h  h o n o u r s  i n  classics. A f t e r
serving f o r  a  y e a r  a s  j u n i o r  l e c t u r e r  i n  c lassics a t  V i c -
to r ia  Col lege,  h e  w e n t  t o  H o l l a n d  i n  1922 a n d  s t u d i e d
at t h e  un ive rs i t i es  o f  U t r e c h t  a n d  Qron ingen ,  s e c u r i n g
the degree o f  p o c t o r  o f  T h e o l o g y  a t  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t i t t i -
t ion. A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  D u t c h  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h ,  ! i e
became ass is tan t  m i n i s t e r  a t  C r a d o c k  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s
re tu rn  t o  t h e  U n i o n  i n  1926  a n d  subsequent ly  m i n i s t e r
of t h e  D u t c h  _ R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  a t  B r a a r n f o n t e i n ,
Johannesburg. I n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 2 8 ,  D r  M o o r r e e s  w a s
appointed s t u d e n t s '  p a s t o r  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d
univers i ty  vo l lege 's  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e s  o f  t h e
'Union a n d  i n  t h e  course o f  h i s  du t ies  h e  pa id  pe r i od i ca l
visits t o  t h e  G r e y  U n i v e r s i t y  Co l l ege  a n d  t h e  N o r m a l
College, B l oemfon te i n .  I n  M a r c h  l as t ,  o n  r e t i r i n g  f r o m
the pos i t i on  ,of s tudents '  pas to r,  h e  j o i ned  t h e  t r a v e l l i n g
team o f  t h e  O x f o r d  G r o u p  m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  cons i s t s
of  h i m s e l f  a s  leader,  M r s  Jessie Sheff ield, o f  B l o e m f o n -
tein;  t h e  R e v .  G e o r g e  D a n e e l ,  t h e  S p r i n g b o k  r u g b y

player;  M a j o r  a n d  M r s  J .  G .  S w a r t ,  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g ;  a n d  M i s s  D o r a
Sprowson, o f  P o r t  E l i zabeth ,  t o g e t h e i  w i t h  M r s  Wa y l a n d -Green, w e l l  k n o w n
in t e n n i s  c i r c l e s  i n  Johannesburg ,  w h o  i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e
team. T h e  t e a m ,  w h i c h  i s  conso l ida t ing  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  b y
the O x f o r d  G r o u p  m o v e m e n t ,  i s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  cen t res  i n  t h e  U n i o n ,
and w i l l  l e a v p  B l o e m f o n t e i n  o n ,  T j i u rsday  f o r  t h e  E a s t e r n  P rov i nce .  T h i s
evening i t  w i l l  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  g a t h e r i n g  i n  t h e  To w n  H a l l ,  t o  w h i c h  a l l
interested a r e  i n v i t e d .


