GAELIC AND SERBO-CROAT are the
latest of 28 languages in which ‘The Black
and White Book’ has been published.
Together with separate German editions
for Germany and Austria, with various
Portuguese editions covering different
Brazilian universities and English editions
printed in Australia, New Zealand, Hong
Kong, India and the United States as well
as in Britain, the total printing is in excess
of 550,000 copies. The American edition,
which, like those in Italy and France, is
published by the Society of St Paul,
carries the imprimatur of the Bishop of
Youngstcewn, James W Malone.

Other editions are in preparation in
some ten languages, including two of
those of Zimbabwe.

VOICES FROM THE CAMPS

FORGIVENESS was essential in human affairs,
a Norwegian journalist who was in a con-
centration camp during World War Il told a
London audience in September.

‘After the war | went to the prison
where the man who had tortured me was,
and told him | forgave him and would
not press my evidence against him,’ said Leif
Hovelsen, in response to questions from an
Ethiopian exile and a Cypriot student. ‘This
did not save him—he was one of the very
few Germans executed in Norway for war
crimes—but | was told he asked to have Holy
Communion before he died, and it meant
that | was free from hatred.’

Hovelsen was lecturing in the Westminster
Theatre on the human rights struggle in
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. During
the past two years, Morgenbladet, of Oslo,
has published a series of Hovelsen’s inter-
views with leading dissidents.

‘Through the Helsinki Final Act and the
clear official stand of the United States,’
Hovelsen commented, ‘a significant thing
has happened: for the first time in years the
free world has been on the offensive for the
ideas her people believe in; for the first time
in years America and the free European
countries have been united in a common
goal, proclaiming that human rights and
man’s fundamental freedoms are our birth-
right.”

The Helsinki Agreement, he remarked,
‘has given the free world a unique chance to
reshape current events.’

Double-think

He quoted the historian, Andrei Amalrik,
author of Will the Soviet Union Survive
1984¢ (for writing which he was imprisoned
for five years and exiled for three more) on
the need for East and West to join forces
here. ‘The fact that people in Soviet society
are more and more concerned about human
rights must give the West the courage and
realism to seek contact with them. In this
may lie the seed of a worldwide movement
which could vanquish both inhumanity
based on violence and inhumanity based on
indifference.’

The Czech dissident, Ludek Pachman, said
Hovelsen, had pointed out the opportunity
we now have: ‘The crisis in the Communist

system is deep and serious, while at the same
time in the Communist countries the search
for truth- and moral and spiritual values is
stronger than ever before, especially among
the young and the intellectuals.’

Hovelsen observed that the dissidents in
the East wanted ‘not political overthrow of
Communist regimes, but a new moral
climate’. He quoted Amalrik again, ‘Double-
think has become an integral part of the
Soviet system. This is what we must attack.
We are not a political buta moral movement.
What we propose is nothing less than a
revolution in the way people think. We do
not believe that if the system were gradually
to change, human beings would improve.
We want to start with a change in the human
being.’

Upsurge

Solzhenitsyn, Hovelsen said, now believed
that we have reached a great human turning
point. ‘If the world has not come to its end,’
Solzhenitsyn wrote recently, ‘it has ap-
proached a major turn in history, equal in
importance to the turn from the Middle
Ages to the Renaissance. It will exact fromus
a spiritual upsurge. We shall have to rise to a
new height of vision, to a new level of life,
where our physical nature will notbe cursed
as in the Middle Ages, but, even more
important, our spiritual being will not be
trampled upon as in the modern era.’

‘In the light of the whole-hearted commit-
ment to truth of these men and women,’
Hovelsen remarked, ‘1 have had to stream-
line what | do and how | employ my mind,
will, feelings and energy for the constant
and overall purpose God has called me to.
Ours is the calling to be used by God to work
out His design for the human race.’

The author, Tatiana Khodorovich, he said,
who administered Solzhenitsyn’s fund for
the families of the persecuted after its first
administrator, Alexander Ginzburg, had
been jailed, wrote, ‘Evil exists and has always
existed, but from time immemorial each
human being has been endowed with the
only real freedom, the freedom to choose
between good and evil. lts holy essence
cannot be taken away from millions by one
man, or from one man by millions.’

Dermot McKay
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Coconut workers

TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE from neighbouring
villages near Kurunegala, Sri Lanka, saw the
film, Men of Brazil, in Sinhala screened on a
coconut plantation in Melsiripura (named
after the de Mel family who pioneered the
area). As dusk fell villagers arrived and
joined workers and their families to watch
the film with rapt attention.

The film was MRA’s contribution to the
cultural activities and Shramadhana (service
to the nation) called for by President Jaya-
wardene on the promulgation of the new
Constitution for Sri Lanka.

The Melsiripura plantation has begun a
rehousing scheme for its workers who are
moving from mud huts into solid brick
homes. Plans are afoot to provide running
water and electricity to these homes. Twenty-
two-year-old Romesh de Mel, who manages
his family estate, says, ‘We want to do the
very best for our workers so that this could
be a real example of how a private estate
should be run.’ MB

Labour’s roots

THE HEADQUARTERS of the Constituency
Labour-Party -of Bury St Edmunds was the
venue for the latest presentation of Keir
Hardie—The Man They Could Not Buy. The
play-reading took place on the proposal of
the Constituency Party and was welcomed
by the Chairman.

The cast came from all backgrounds—
some from as far afield as Scotland and
Wales. Their performance won a spirited
response from a Labour and trade union
audience. One councillor enthusiastically
repeated, ‘I'd like to see it again. More of
our Labour colleagues should see it.’

Hardie’s incorruptibility reflected the
strength of character which built the Labour
Party of his day. The play clarified the
difference between his Christian conviction
and Marxism.

In the vote of thanks the prospective
Labour candidate, Anne Gibson, responded
to Hardie’s socialism which cut across the
barriers of class and colour. ‘We all know
something about Keir Hardie, but we have
learnt a lot more this evening,’ she said.FA



‘TO GIVE FOOD to countries just because
people are starving is a pretty weak reason,’
declared the National Security Council’s

representative at interdepartmental US
Government meetings on food aid atabout
the time that the Council was given final
control over the nation’s food surpluses.

That ungainly statement was one of the
more worrying manifestations of a new
morality advocated by some people in rich
countries. This ‘lifeboat ethic’, as it is some-
times called, has been advanced by the
biologist Professor Garrett Hardin of the
University of California. The rich nations, as
he sees it, are in a crowded lifeboat. The rest
of the world is drowning in a sea of star-
vation. If the people in the lifeboat show
compassion by letting others climb aboard
the boat will sink; so we must repel boarders.

Less has been heard of the lifeboat in
Britain, but that does not mean that the same
philosophy is not canvassed. ‘Of course the
poverty of the Third World is terrible,’ we are
told. ‘But we have our own problems and
can do nothing to help. Charity begins at
home.’

Gas chamber

In poor countries, too, there are rich
people who claim that the most humane
thing to do is to let people starve. And
among the poor there are self-styled revo-
lutionaries who plan to kill the rich after
taking power, so as to benefit their own
class.

Most people, surely, will find the lifeboat
theory morally repulsive, It is also out of
touch with the real situation in the world.
There is no absolute shortage of food, nor
need there ever be one. The immediate
problem is one of distribution; the long-
term need is to develop the enormous
potential to produce more in the poor
world. Both solutions depend on making it
possible for the poor to acquire the food
that can be grown. When people in the rich
countries consume five times as much grain
as those in the poor world; when we import
protein from poor countries so that our
animals can consume more than all the
people of India and China; when our pros-
perity has been gained and the rest of the
world’s poverty maintained partly as a result
of unfair trade relationships; when develop-
ment is possible, and when population con-
trol in the poor world depends on greater
prosperity, not less; where is the logic or
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morality behind the lifeboat theory? Against
such a background itsounds like a desperate
attempt to maintain inequality and indul-
gence at the cost of other peoples’ lives. The
name for that is genocide. It is the ethic not
of the lifeboat but of the gas chamber.

OQutdated

Itis easy to react against the callousness of
the lifeboat theory, but it would be wrong to
see the people who propose it as out of tune
with the mood of Western society. What
they are suggesting is that we deliberately
extend something that we already do,
through indifference and ignorance. By
putting our own greeds before other
people’s needs, both now and in the past,
we are largely responsible for the deaths of
more than 15 million children a year. There
is a great deal of genuine, sympathetic
concern about the plight of the poor world;
there is also little awareness that we are
responsible for that plight and that it would
not be a very hard task to end it. Eventually,
when we realise that we are to blame, the
state of the poor will be seen for whatitis,an
historic injustice as foul as the slave trade,
the Irish famine or the exploitation of chil-
dren in the mines and sweat shops of the last
century.

The fate of the starving is the most dramatic
of the issues that face the world, but others
are equally vital to the future of human
civilisation. Our present political philo-
sophies have allowed these crises to develop,
have failed to answer them, and have failed
even adequately to realise that they exist.
My own view is that this is because our great
political, industrial and even social debates
are a century out of date. They are fought by
the two great economic philosophies of the
nineteenth century, socialism and capitalism.
They are sometimes fought over the issues
of the nineteenth century. But, above all,
they are fought by both sides with implicit
faith in one great assumption of the nine-
teenth century—that the material progress
of the rich world has no limits, and should be
allowed to have none. Both sides agree that
growth should be maximised, the debate is
merely over which classes of the rich should
get which shares.

In this Tweedledum and Tweedledee en-
counter the heat of the battle has absorbed
almost all our political energies. The socialist

GOODBYE TO
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seems not to have noticed that the principal
claim on his deep concern for economic
justice comes from the three-quarters of the
world outside his immediate vision. The
Marxist, as he proclaims his doctrine of class
war, has apparently not noticed that he has
become, by any global standard of measure-
ment, one of the upper class fighting for
relatively marginal improvement in his lot,
like a nobleman at a Renaissance court or a
big investor on the stock exchange. Equally,
the Conservative does not appear to grasp
that his ‘enlightened self-interest’ logically
demands the economic enfranchisement of
three-quarters of humanity. None of them
seem to realise that the world has changed,
that the continued long-term expansion of
economic growth in the tradition of the past
hundred years may not be possible or even
desirable.

Such wide generalisations should not hide
the fact that there are people of all parties
and philosophies who care passionately that
the real global priorities are recognised, and
who work hard to try to bring them to the
attention of their colleagues. Nor should
they be shrugged off as a condemnation of
politicians. For in a democracy political
activity can only take place within guide-
lines laid down, or at least accepted, by the
public as a whole, Those guidelines are
dictated largely by our prevailing philo-
sophy, which—whether we owe allegiance
to Left, Right or Middle—is predominantly
one of materialism. In the rich countries of
the Communist block, too, materialism is the
dominant ideology.

Materialism, however, should not be the
common philosophy, but the common
enemy. To say this is not to argue for no
growth. The argument over whether we
should have growth or not is fought on the
wrong ground. The question is not one of
growth or no growth but one of greed or no
greed; one of the distribution rather than
the desirability of growth.

Trap

The facts being as they are, it is not
surprising that the need for change of atti-
tude is now common ground between most
of the international experts grappling with
the human predicament. It is generally
agreed that the basic crisis is a spiritual one,
and that the ethics taught by wise men and



TWEEDLEDUM AND TWEEDLEDEE

‘THIS IMPORTANT BOOK is about nothing less than making a new economic order—via what
amounts to a moral and political personality change in humanity and its leaders.
Lean, though, is no mere doom-monger.... He is as profligate with ideas as with indictments.
Lean’s book is prodigiously researched and pungently argued, his details and case
histories are tellingly chosen and assembled with all his journalistic skill and some

considerable commitment.’

Douglas Hill, TRIBUNE

In ‘Rich World, Poor World” Geoffrey Lean analyses and explains the crises which confront
us—in food, trade, population, resources, nuclear power, housing and pollution.

More important still, he discusses the practical solutions, new strategies and fresh thinking
that they have stimulated. Here we printextracts from hisfinal chapter,‘Changing Philosophies’.

the great religions can no longer be thought
desirable only so that people may lead
‘good’ lives. On the one hand they are the
condition of survival. On the other, they are
the missing factor in freeing the world from
hunger and poverty. As Barbara Ward has
put it: ‘In this age of ultimate scientific
discovery our facts and our morals have
come together to tell us how we must live.’

In the view of Maurice Strong, ‘father’
of the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP): ‘It will take a moral and
spiritual revolution which goes far enough
to alter our lifestyles and penetrate our poli-
tical and industrial systems’—a statement
which makes it clear that the revolution will
have to change both individual lives and
national and international conditions.

The two are inseparable. It is beguiling to
hope that doing only half the job will be
enough. Whole generations have fallen into
that trap in the past. Sometimes it has been
fashionable to think that all that needs to
be done is to change the system, and then
people will automatically change their atti-
tudes and live to their highest potential. At
others it has been thought that change in
personal life is all that matters, and that
social conditions and unjust systems will
automatically fade away.

Vacuum

Both these false alternatives are common
today. The first is often associated with
Communism, although the rigid capitalist,
who believes that everything will be solved
if the State takes its hands off the economy,
is entrenched just as firmly in the same
fallacy. Its inadequacy is recognised even in
the Soviet Union. The 22nd Congress of the
Soviet Communist Party resolved at its
meeting in 1961: ‘The Party considers the
creation of the new man as the most diffi-
cult part of the Communist transformation
of society. Unless we can root outbourgeois
morality and educate people in Communist
morality, renewing them morally and spiri-
tually, it is not possible to build a Com-
munist society.” Others might point to Soviet
society as evidence enough. For the change
of system failed to change motives either
among leaders or led, so that the eventual
result has been a system not far different
from the one that was overturned in the first
place.

The second fallacy is often associated with
religion. There have been, and are, religious

movements and moods which are concerned
with personal life in vacuum. Yet the great
religions are, in reality, shot through with a
social message. Christianity is a revolutionary
challenge to unjust systems, and has been
regarded as such from ancient Rome to
modern Russia. Certainly those of us who
are Christians could provide more of a
challenge to the injustices of the ‘free’
world. The Archbishop of Canterbury, fol-
lowing his call to Britain in 1975, emphasised
that ‘the right approach is from both ends,
that is both trying to make better people and
trying to make better structures in society’. A
force like Moral Re-Armament provides
contemporary examples of important social,
national and even international changes
stemming from radical change inindividuals.

Untried

The change in imagination and attitude is
only a starting point. It has to be followed by
action. ‘In the end,’ says Dr Mostafa Tolba,
Executive Director of UNEP, ‘solutions come
from individual people doing something
different.” Development and environment
groups are proliferating now, and there is a
widespread search for new lifestyles more in
harmony with what is needed in the planet.

One of the most interesting movements
has taken place in Scandinavia. It began when
a Norwegian advertising executive, Erik Dam-
man, wrote abook, The Future in Our Hands,
in which he concentrated on how solutions
depended on people individually deciding
to change their values and work out new
ways of living. Within a few months 20,000
copies had been sold—in a comparatively
sparsely populated part of the world—and
his morning post came in sackfuls. The
movement started growing at the rate of a
thousand people a month.

Much of its appeal is that it asks people to
begin with themselves. ‘Never forget,” Erik
Damman told their first meeting, ‘that the
new and humane course we are pursuing
will remain a beautiful dream right until
each one of us is prepared to change the
course of his or her own life.” Thisidea is not
new, of course, it lies at the heart of Chris-
tianity, and has been practised, sometimes
more, sometimes less, throughout the ages,
but nowhere nearly enough. Itis still true, as
GK Chesterton put it, that the Christian ideal
has not been tried and found wanting, but

found difficult and left untried. The basic
truth remains that as | am, so is my nation,
and so is the world.

I have great respect for the atheist who
sets out to change his life and motives in his
own strength; but | know that, for myself, a
greater power is needed. Such knowledge
and experience as | have leads me to a
conviction that sure grounds for faith can be
found by those who honestly try to put their
lives into the hands of God, in the testing
nature, if you like, of a scientific experi-
ment. My experience is only faltering and at
its earliest stages, but | have seen the results
in much greater strength in others.

Be that as it may, it is clear that, without a
moral and spiritual revolution, we will
neither build the new world that is techni-
cally possible, nor overcome the impending
crises threatening our presentone. And lam
sure that people will know themselves what
is the right course of action for them to take.
Each person should have the right to choose
it for himself, rather than be told what itis or
be commanded to do it.

Gandhi used to say, ‘| acknowledge no
dictator but the still small voice of God.’ In
his philosophy that voice, conscience, should
be the final judge of the rightness of every
deed and thought. In Barbara Ward’s words:
‘From the beginning of time people have
heard this “still, small voice” of obligation
and brotherhood. When they have listened,
society has worked. When they have refused
to listen, society has broken up.’

PRESSVIEW

A PASSIONATE BOOK written from the
heart by an established journalist with a

clear head and a cool eye.
Stuart Holland, LABOUR WEEKLY

LEAN’S BOOK concerns the problem of
how to induce the developed, generally
northern hemisphere nations to take a
smaller share in order that the developing,
mainly southern states may take a larger.

The author’s approach is an attractive
mixture of the soft-hearted and the hard-
headed.

The book is honestand mostimpressive. It
promotes the rational forces of change,
while resisting the temptation ta plump for
cure-alls or to affect an easy despondency.

Jeremy Bugler, NEW SOCIETY
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IT STARTED IN A FOOTBALL FIELD
Community action in Brazil

THE CENTRE FOR THE WORK of Moral Re-
Armament in Latin America, Sitio Sao Luiz, is
located in Petropolis, 60 kilometers away
from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. There are water
springs within the property and a dam was
built which has been supplying free clean
water to its neighbours in the last years.

Near the Sitio, the inhabitants of Nela Hill
live in very poor conditions. A month ago, a
house collapsed killing both parents and
leaving an eight-month-old baby. Some
children have to cross a river without a
bridge each day to go to the nearby schoal.
Although there is electricity, there is nowater.

For a long time divisions between those
who lived at the top of the hill and those
who lived at the bottom prevented any
common plan for development. One of the
leaders of Nela Hill, named Vassourinha,
invited MRA films to be shown on neutral
ground—the football field.

Vassourinha died some years ago but his

wife and children still live there. A few
months ago some of his friends and others
from Nela Hill came to the Sitio with a plan
to improve the distribution of water to more
than 600 families. At that time less than 25%
were receiving water,

Eighty saw the slide shows, Build on Solid
Ground and Devipada—the Story of a Bom-
bay Chawl. The former tells of the favelados,
slum dwellers, in Rio de Janeiro, and the
latter of the slum dwellers in India. Both
demonstrate how moral change in indi-
viduals can open the way to community
action.

After seeing the slides and discussing the
ideology based on absolute honesty, purity,
unselfishness and love, three of those whose
families receive water said, ‘We have to
think first of those who still carry water on
their heads. We have little water coming to
our homes, but many have nothing.’

In the next days the menset to work. Using

the simple tools available, they started
cleaning the dam. They had no time-keeper
or foreman. Each one felt responsible for the
whole work. Soon the women and children
joined in. The work took several weekends
and not a single worker received a salary for
his job. It was not always easy. One thing that
helped was the cafezinho, coffee break, at
the end of the day, when they invited MRA
workers to come and talk over what needed
to be done and exchange ideas.

In one of ‘the discussions someone said,
‘We will ask the help of the Mayor. We
should, however, be as equally ready to
proceed with the necessary work ourselves
using whatever resources we have if the
help we ask for is not granted.’

A delegation went to see the Mayor. He
was impressed by their spirit and arranged
for free cement and other materials for the
improvement of the dam.

ALICE CARDEL

Three times as fast

FORTY-FIVE from a company in Pune, India,
have participated in the ‘Creative Leader-
ship in Industry and National Development’
courses at the MRA training centre in
Panchgani. The Managing Director, Darius
Forbes, told a recent follow-up seminar in
the factory of the effects of his own visit to
Panchgani. On his return he had made two
apologies to members of the company staff
whom he felt he had wronged. The materials
manager, one of the recipients of an
apology, was later on his feet to say how
much it had meant to him.

While at Panchgani Forbes decided to
start building proper homes for the slum
dwellers around the factory at company
expense. Finally, he told how he had solved
a bitter dispute with another company which
had led to business relations between them
being severed. His conviction was to make a
whole-hearted apology for what had been
wrong on his company’s side and to offer a
cheque in settlement of the whole amount
in dispute between them. The other Man-
aging Director was very surprised and a few
days later had written to Forbes saying that
his company had discovered they were also
in error, and enclosing a cheque for half
the amount.

One worker told how, on his return from
Panchgani, he and his friends had decided
not to blame others when things went
wrong and not to waste time. ‘As a result,’
he said, ‘we found we could do 300 jobs in
the time previously taken for 100.” GD

Found in the ashram

PURSHOTTAMDAS KANJI, now aged 75,
lives in a world of reminiscences. Above him
is a portrait of his mentor, Mahatma Gandhi,
taken in Bombay. Kanji, known to all as
Kakubhai, pulls out a cardboard box con-
taining photographs of, and letters from,
Gandhi. He talks nostalgically of the days
when as a young man he decided to take up
the cause Gandhi was fighting. In particular
he committed himself to popularising khadi
(homespun cotton cloth), and in doing so
went completely against the wishes of his
father who was in the wholesale cloth
business.

It is an amazing experience for a younger
person to meet someone Kakubhai’s age
and realise afresh the imprint Gandhi lefton
the lives of some of the people who worked
with him. To this day Kakubhai, and his wife,

wear khadi and live simply.

Kakubhai narrates another incident that
made a lasting impression on his life. In1935
or 1936 he visited Gandhi’s ashram at Seva-
gram. In Gandhi’s study, on his low desk, he
spotted a pamphlet. On the front was
written: ‘When man listens, God speaks.
When man obeys, God acts. When men
change, nations change.’

The pamphlet, recalls Kakubhai, was
brought out by the Oxford Group. But when
he read those words, he says, he realised
they ‘embodied the philosophy of Gandhiji'.
Since then Kakubhai has often used the
quotation to put across to people what
anyone can do in a situation,

About the present situation in India, he
feels the root cause is the ‘craze for money’
and lowered moral and ethical standards.
‘The way out is to return to moral and
spiritual values,” concludes Kakubhai.

KS

New printers

NEW WORLD NEWS has moved to new
printers. This is the third issue which is
printed by TW Pegg & Son Ltd, of London.

We would like to thank them for the high
quality of their printing in the previous two
issues. We are also grateful for their generous
financial terms which mean that our sub-
scription increase is lower than we had
expected.

In spite of this we have had to increase

inland subscriptions from the beginning of
this month. The new rates are:

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

British Isles, posted fortnightly ....... £5.00
posted weekly........ £7.00

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION

Inlandifor 12 issties ... o ivsrasmies £1.25

Overseas for 12 issues
Individual copies 8p

10 copies for 7p each
20 copies for 6p each
ANNUAL OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTION
Rates remain unchanged at
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