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‘Religious leaders have role in reconciliation’

By Amos Msanjila

RELIGIOUS leaders have an
important role to P lay in recon-
ciling political ;and ethnic
groups fighting in Africa de-
spite the difficulties in accom-
plishing the task, 4 bishop with
the Evangelical Lutheran
ChurchofTanzania (ELCT) has
said

-Bishop Elinaza Sendoro, re-
tired from ELCT’s Easten and
Coastal Diocese, made the re-
mark in a presentation on Reli-
gious Perspective on Reconcil-
iation at a three-day meeting of
the Moral Rearmament Asso-
ciation (MRA) held at Kurasini
in Dar es Salaam.

He said armed struggle was

not the proper means to bﬂng
abeut reconciliation. ;

Bishop Sendoro said reh-i

gious leaders had aduty to bring
about reconciliation becauseit
brought about forgiveness.
“We have been given the
ministry of reconciliation,” he
stressed.
Bishop Sendoro explained

thatreligious leaders command-
ed - respect in the societ_v as
God’s'ambassadors.. “We are
called by Godtodothe ]Ob he
said.

Speaking on his last year s

experience in reconciling war-

ring factions in the NCCR-
Mageuzi, he said the task was a
very costly affair in the society.

He said despite his commit-

ment to-fulfil his religious duty -

to end the conflict in the party,
he was forced to give up after

.an 18-hour fruitless meeting of

the then leaders of the two fac-
tions in that party. -

The bishop. said reconcilia-
tion did not only entail signing
agreements but it was also an

issue of mutual exchange of
forgiveness and tolerance
among individuals.

“People should limit them-
selves from hatred, selfishness,
impurity and dishonesty,” he
emphasised.

The Moral Rearmament As-
sociation (MRA), which was
established by Frank Buchman

" ourselves.” It is open to people

in 1938, believes in solving so-
cial problems through the prin-
ciple of “changes starting with

of all religions.

The fifth MRA meeting for
Africa ended yesterday after
the delegates toured Zanzibar
and Bagamoyo to visit ancient
slave routes.



