








This year marks the 200th anniversary of the building that is
now the Westminster Theatre and the twentieth anniversary of the
Westminster Memorial Trust. It is on land acquired in 1766 that the
new Arts Centre has been built. With it the Trustees have launched
a development unique in London, and one whose outreach they

believe will be world wide.

THE ARTS CENTRE AND THE NEXT FIFTY YEARS

The Westminster looks ahead to the
next fifty years. It offers a relevant
theatre that equips men to deal with
modern society. Over the years it has
attracted both youth and industry in
large numbers. The students and
younger leadership of our own country,
the Commonwealth and beyond, stream
in. They do not find their time and
money wasted with a negative, nihilistic
view of the world. They are offered
plays that fire them with fresh hope,
and with the faith and standards
needed for their countries.

The industrial workers and manage-
ment come in their tens of thousands.
Many have taken new initiatives at all
levels of British industry as a result.
They find a new incentive to begin to
take the responsibility that is the
birthright of every free man. In the
words of a Clydeside shop steward,
“The Westminster gives men of in-
dustry fresh ideas and frees them from
old prejudices”. Increased production,
better labour-management relations,
higher quality workmanship and im-
proved conditions have resulted in
many places where ideas from the
Westminster have been applied.

The Westminster has carried drama
beyond the theatre, and has aimed to
make it part of life in more direct ways.
More than 200 week-end conferences
have been held there in the past five
years on how to apply the ideas in the
plays to the national issues of the day.
The Westminster aims to give men the
basic ingredients of how to build a
society which could meet the needs
of the newly emergent nations, put
the will to win back into British
industry, and pioneer a new standard
of living for the world. In this way the
theatre becomes a force for the moral
re-armament of thisand other countries.

[tis with such considerations in mind
that the Trustees have planned the new
Arts Centre.

They have many new developments
in mind — for drama, including the
creation of a new generation of writers,
producers, actors, designers and tech-
nicians; and also for cinema, for music,
for education and the arts.

It has long been apparent that the
theatre alone was quite inadequate to
meet all these demands. It was for this
reasonthatthe Arts Centre was planned,
to give a new range of facilities to ex-
pand and develop what the West-
minster Theatre had begun.

The architects, John and Sylvia Reid,
have brilliantly combined the many
needs of the Centre in a multi-purpose
building of complex and original design.
It will contain a spacious foyer, which
can also be used as a concert room and
as arehearsal area, complete with snack
bar and enlarged cloakroom accom-
modation; there will be a restaurant,
which will not only be open to the
public and available before and after
theatre performances, but which will
also make it possible to provide meals
for the week-end conferences; the
restaurant can also be used as a cinema,
for which it is fully equipped with
356mm and 16mm projectors, and as a
conference hall seating 300 people.
There are also kitchens that can feed
up to 1,000 people for the week-end
conferences; a new dressing room
block with private showers in each
dressing room; office accommodation
for the Trust, .theatre administration
and technical direction; space for a
theatre library for students; some resi-
dential accommodation; new theatre
switchboard; also improved backstage
arrangements and a new scenery store.

DIRECTOR OF THE ARTS CENTRE
Louis K Fleming

DRAMA

Henry Cass,

who is also supervising preparations
for the proposed Theatre School
Howard J Reynolds

W Cameron-Johnson, Designer
Dorothy Phillips. Costume Designer

music
William Leonard Reed, Mus Doc

FILM
Eric Parfit, M A

EDUCATION AND LECTURES
R J K Rundell, M A, MC

CATERING
Miss Leone Exton

WESTMINSTER PRODUCTIONS
Donald Loughman, General Manager

WESTMINSTER THEATRE
J Kenneth Lindsay, Licensee
C C Pither, Manager

FRIENDS OF THE WESTMINSTER
THEATRE

Group Captain P S Foss, OB E
Hon. Secretary

PRESS OFFICER
George Fearon

ADVISER ON DESIGN
Beatrice Kuenzy, MSIA

The Trustees and heads of depart-
ments in the new Arts Centre have
many plans in mind which will be
announced in due course. The opening
of the Arts Centre is to be followed
by the production of Peter Howard's
Christmas pantomime Give a Dog a
Bone, which opens on Thursday, 8 De-
cember and will run till 4 February.
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WESTMI NSTER programme of the

THEATRE
ARTS CENTRE

el LB LB

Outside the arts centre

.35 .3 3

at 2.30 p.m.
The National Anthem

.

led by the Aber Valley Male Voice Choir

Unveiling of the Memorial Stone to Peter Howard
Opening of the Arts Centre
by Shri Rajmohan Gandhi

B

Unveiling of the stone commemorating the gift of Welsh Slate

The guests will then enter the Arts Centre

vl

by the new main entrance, passing through the foyer,

.3

which is panelled in leather given by

the Sudan Government Tannery, and take their places in the theatre. =















F the opening week

An evening in the theatre
Saturday 26 November

at 8.45 pm

a special performance of

It's Our Country, Jack!
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Sunday 27 November

at11 am

in the Westminster Theatre
Shri Rajmohan Gandhi and
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[ At Home

( Sunday 27 November
f@ at4 pm

in the Arts Centre
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An Assembly of Thanksgiving

other speakers will address the assembly

The Company of /t's Our Country, Jack ! have interrupted
their tour of the ports and industrial areas of Britain to
present tonight’'s performance and other special per-
formances during the week.

They created their production at the Moral Re-Arma-
ment conference in Cheshire this summer, where more
than 3,000 people from forty-five countries met to face
the present crisis. They included industrial and labour
leaders from the main industries of Britain, as well as the
younger generation from this and other countries.

The company say, “There we realised it is time we
stopped blaming circumstances and the other crowd for
the crisis and did something about it ourselves. We put
our own experience into /t’s Qur Country, Jack! It is more
than a show. It is a weapon in a war, a war against the
idea that Britain's role is to become a small, soft, self-
centred nation, and for the conviction that she could still
set a pattern in her family, industrial and political life that
the rest of the world would want.”

The 200 week-end conferences at the Westminster
Theatre since 1961 have included thousands from In-
dustry, the professions and the home life of the country,
and have drawn many from the continent of Europe and
further afield. These conferences, combined with the
plays, have sent a new current of life through many areas
of the nation’s life. This is the first week-end assembly in
the new Centre.

There will be a further assembly in the theatre on Sunday,
4 December, at 11 am, and all are invited to attend.

The Chairman of the Trustees and Mrs Kenneth Belden,
with the Director of the Arts Centre and Mrs Louis
Fleming, are “At Home” at the Arts Centre for invited
guests from among the thousands of donors who have
so generously given to help build the new Centre.

The ‘“Lambeth Snack Bar,” given by citizens of
Lambeth, will be inaugurated.

The ““At Home” will be followed by a special perfor-
mance of /t’s Our Country, Jack!in the theatre at 5.15 pm.



the opening week contnues

Tuesday 29 November
at 8 pm

in the Westminster Theatre
It's Our Country, Jack!

Wednesday 30 November

and Thursday 1 December

at 7 pm

two evenings of films in the new cinema

Saturday 3 December
two performances

at 2.30 pm and 5.30 pm
It's Our Country, Jack!

For this performance, as for the other performances of
It’s Our Country, Jack! and the film showings during this
opening week, the Trustees ask those invited to be their
guests, in recognition of all that so many have done to
make the new Arts Centre possible.

Please telephone or call at the Box Office for numbered
and reserved guest tickets. (VICtoria 0283)

Before this performance there will be a dinner in the
restaurant for those who have taken part in the actual
building of the Arts Centre, to all of whom the Trustees
extend their warmest thanks and appreciation.

Wednesday: The Forgotten Factor. Paul Czinner's
film of Alan Thornhill's play was made in 1952. The
Forgotten Factor, which a United States President des-
cribed as “the greatest play to come out of the War”,
was the first production at the Westminster after it was
acquired by the Trust in 1946. More than 100,000
people saw it during its London run. It also piayed in
many of the main industrial areas of Britain. The play was
translated into twenty languages and seen by more than
a million people.

Thursday: Mr Brown Comes Down the Hill. Peter
Howard’s “modern murder story”, which ran for 212
performances at the Westminster, was then filmed with
the original cast under the direction of Henry Cass.

For reserved guest tickets without charge for these
performances please telephone or call at the Box Office.

These two performances have been arranged at times
which we hope will be specially convenient to those who
wish to come from longer distances, as well as those in
London. For the programme, please see the previous page.

For opening week guest tickets please telephone or
call at the Box Office. (VICtoria 0283)
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